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Majority See Democracy As The Best System Of Government; 
Only 20% Disagree; 52% Prefer Faulty Democracy Over 
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The results of a recent Gilani Poll conducted 
by Gallup Pakistan show that a majority of all 
Pakistanis see democracy as the best system 
of government while only 20% feel that this is 
not so. Furthermore, results show that as 
many as 52% believe that a faulty democracy 
is better than a smoothly functioning military 
government.  
 
In a survey, a nationally representative sample 
of men and women from across the country 
were asked how far they agreed or disagreed 
with the following statement: “Democracy is 
the best system of government.” While more 
than one third (35%) strongly agreed with this 
statement, another 41% partially agreed with 
it. Only a total of 20% people disagreed, with 
7% strongly disagreeing and 13% partially 
disagreeing. 4% gave no response. 
 
The data reveals no significant differences or 
trends across different demographics. 
 
“How far do you agree with the following statement : 

Democracy is the best system of government?” 
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In a further question, respondents were asked 
how far they agreed with the following 
statement: ‘A faulty democracy is better than a 
good military government.’ The responses to 
this statement show that 25% strongly agree 
and 27% partially agree with it while 26% 
partially disagree and 16% strongly disagree. 
Although there is significantly more 
disagreement with this statement than with 
the last, a total of 52% respondents have 
strongly or partially expressed the opinion 
that they prefer an imperfect democracy over a 
smoothly functioning military government. 
 
“How far do you agree with the following statement : 

A faulty democracy is better than a good military 
government.” 
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The study was released by Gilani foundation and 
carried out by Gallup Pakistan, the Pakistani 
affiliate of Gallup International. The recent survey 
was carried out among a sample of 2774 men and 
women in rural and urban areas of all four provinces 
of the country, during April 2011. Error margin is 
estimated to be approximately + 2-3 per cent at 95% 
confidence level. 
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k~ḯ Ǒ͈8 /5 `ȓ ?mؤ/ĉ چaȊ ͆ر r͈ ̈́ ̈́ r͈ا رl�͏ؤےa8 êƒ/ï  

7ƅbʑ ؤ¤b@bƏ̈́8   7£/Ǒ͈ع � hÚز   ِ  
b͈̐ر26  ˸�͇ " 

lĲ 26aǖŔ͈ا ͆ añƙ ل/Ǒ  ͈ ͈ �̈́lư 7ƅbʑ ̀ hÚز  úaǖ̙ b̐͌ر26  � ِ ͈ ͅ |͇ ͈ a:20%  añƳ Yŵ/ǫف ؛͇�˸  lĲ ͈اس ͌ Ƈ̈́52؛% b@ 7ƅbʑ b̐ری  �˭hؤر  ˸�͇ Ő
 añƳ lǤ  aǖ̙  ĺ 7ƅbʑ  j�bĕ͈ ͌ ͅ ̲Ǽ͇ˬ® ͅ |͇ � ͇ ̈́ 8   k~ḯ Ǒ͈8`ȓ ?mؤ/ĉ چaȊ ͆ر r͈ ̈́ ̈́ r͈ن/Ǒ /m 6ˑ ، ͅ†ħ ͉ Ǒ͈8  

iم اm/د،    ͇ا ٓ ¡22 ^ A:اm͈ ͉  ، 2011  
  

Z /ȹ lĲ ؤےa8 êǠƁ/� \mا lĲ  `ȓ ?mؤ/ĉ چaȊ k~i͇ ر @ ƌ ͈ ͈ ͆ r͈ ̈́ ̈́ r͈
̈́ Ǒ͈8,  ǝ͈ /Ǒ /m�̈́ ͅ†ħ  b kıں͉

26aǖŔ͈ا ͆  añƙ ل/Ǒ  lĲ͈ ͈ a: ،lư 7ƅbʑف ́̈� hÚ `úaǖ̙ز  b̐͌ر26  � ِ ͈ ͅ |͇ ͈ ̈́اhĎاد  20%͇�˸
añ̚اس  ق  ĺ ث/m͈ |̈́ ǜɹ̈́ ͅ Ɨ ͈ añƳ۔͇ b̐ری  52% ͌ ˭hؤر   \mا añƙ ل/Ǒ  lĲ ادhĎا˸�͇ Ő ͈ ͈͈ �̈́ ̈́

\m7 اƅbʑ͈ �j̰ lư aǖ̙۔͉� ا  ĺ 7ƅbʑ  j�bĕ ͌ ͅ |͇ � ͇ ̈́     
̂¹ ĺ ḥ  \ˏ  añƙ ؤےa8͆ }͇ ƃ ͈ `ñا�b� 5ǭ  A: ورá k~/mر/͈ ͅ ̈́ ̈́ Ǖͅ ̈́ǥƄ ͉

ͅ
:aاث  êë ĺ <وال ؤ͈  ͈ ̈́ �

Ǒ  /̞ b@͈ 8 �͉ ͉/êC ،"ذ êر�>Ǒ ͇اپ  ̈́Ɔ ٓm͈رث/Ǒ  ^͇e  Qħ ĺ�añƳ ق  \m >͈ ͌ ɹ̈́ǜͅƗ PƬĽرى  8ͅ şð
UŚ îƑƒ U� ںPÂ/Ĕ  S~/ã Ļ` T/م  /Z م/Ĕ  /ö 2¿ Įð< ş Å ÅŠ | « ş P۔' 

^͇�̂ ĺ lsاس ̈́اhĎاد  35% ű/mʇ ق ͇  ɹ̈́ǜͅƗañƳ͈ ĺ ls ̂�͇ jȗħ اس̈́اhĎاد %41 ،اؤر͌
 \m >�ͅ۔lا� hȾ ͏ق  ٓ ̈́ ǘ ɹ̈́ǜͅƗ 20صرف%  Ď̈́اh ق اد  aǖĄ ĺ اسɹ̈́ǜͅƗ ͈ ̈́añƳ͈ ͌ añƙ Q� ،͈ ͇

ق اؤر  7%  aǖĄ دہ/m7̆ زɹ̈́ǜͅƗ ͈ ̈́ ͈ |͇13% añƳ ق  aǖĄ \m >� jȗ͈ ͌ ɹ̈́ǜͅƗ ͈ ̈́ ͅ ħ اد  %4  ۔hĎ̈́ا
añ̚ دm/۔ b� k~b@ l�͈اب  ͈ |̈́ ͇ ͏ ̈́  

Ǒ/۔  /m/m añ̚ ˭lĲ h اhĎاد kı ارا k~b@ añƙ ؤاhĎ <9ق  ɭ/ث، اk~>ƃ اؤر  bĕiں،   Y˚͈ ͈ ͉8 ͈ |̈́ ̈́ ̈́̈́ ͏ ͈̈́ ٓ ٓü ͅ ǜ͇é ͅ ï ͅǑǮ̈́Ƈ   
 /Ǒ  ^ êC añ� /Ǒ در ج ذ  k~ /m œ̉  l� اA:͇e 6m͈ ͈ ͏ ͅ ͇ ̈́ ͇ Ɠ ͏ ɭ/ ق :ĺ ٓ Qħ \m >�ͅañƳ l� A اپرث͇ ͈ ا ͌ ͅ ̈́ wͅ ، رىPƬĽ şð

UŚ îƑƒ U� ںPÂ/Ĕ  S~/ã Ļ` T/م  /Z م/Ĕ  /ö 2¿ Įð< ş Å ÅŠ | « ş P' 
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Source: Gallup and Gilani Surveys  

the Pakistani affiliate of Gallup International Association 
(www.gallup-international.com; www.gallup.com.pk) 

 `ñا�b� 5ǭ  A: ورá k~/m¹̂/ر ĺ ḥ  \ˏ  añƙ ؤےa8͈ ͅ ̈́ ͆̈́ Ǖͅ ̈́ǥƄ ͉
ͅ
͈ }͇ ƃ :aاث  êë ĺ <وال ؤ͈  ͈ ̈́ �

Ǒ  /̞ b@͈ 8 �͉ ͉/êC ،"ذ êر�>Ǒ ͇اپ  ̈́Ɔ Ǒ/رث ٓ   ^͇e m͈ Qħ ĺ \m >�ͅañƳ ͈ق ͌ ɹ̈́ǜͅƗ8'  اب<x JZاŠ
 JZ2 ا¿ Įð  رىPƬŠ P Ľ şðS ŇŢtĮð uPƺ Sا şUŚ îƑ  U� 2¿< şƒ P۔ '

25% ĺ ls  اد اسhĎ͇�̂ا 7͈̆ زm/دہ̈́ ق ͇|  ɹ̈́ǜͅƗêʔ  añƳ͇ ͈Ǒ�͇ ͌ 27% ĺ ls اد اسhĎ͇�̂ا ̈́

hȾ ا�l۔ ق   \m >� jȗ͏ ٓ ̈́ ǘ ɹ̈́ǜͅƗ ͅ ħ 26% ادhĎ̈́ا ĺ ق اؤر اس  aǖĄ \m >� jȗɹ̈́ǜͅƗ ͈ ̈́ ͅ ħ
ق  16%  aǖĄ دہ/m7̆ زɹ̈́ǜͅƗ ͈ ̈́ ͈ añƳ͈۔͇| añƙ ls/ɭ زm/دہ ͌  lĲ رث/Ǒ  kˡ   ê�A:͈ا ͈ ͇ ͉m ͅ Ǝ ͇e ̞Ǽ͉ ͉9

 aƢ/Õ فi bľbŶ8ں �l اس ĺ ls ا ͌ ̈́ ͅǑ�̈́ ̂�͇ ̈́ j̰  ḥ  ،/Ǒwͅ }͇ }͉ ͈ /Ǒ hɲ͇ 6͈ ͅ52% l� ادhĎا ً ̈́ A�̈́اب ̈́
hĎ aǖ̙ار دm/۔  ĺ 7ƅbʑ  j�bĕ b@ 7ƅbʑ b͈̐ری  ͅ ͅ |͇ � �͇ ̈́ ˸�͇  

 /Ǒ  ^ êC añ� /Ǒ در ج ذ  k~ /m œ̉  l� اA:͇e 6m͈ ͈ ͏ ͅ ͇ ̈́ ͇ Ɠ ͏ ɭ/ ق :ĺ ٓ\m >�ͅ l� A اپ Qħ رث͇ ͅ ا ̈́ wͅ
añƳ͈ ŠĮð uPƺ Sاx JZ>اب، ͌ ¿2 اJZ ا Įð  رىPƬ  S ş Ň Ţt Š P Ľ şðUŚ îƑ  U� 2¿< şƒ P'  
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`ȓ ?mؤ/ĉ چaȊ k~i͆ ر r͈ ̈́ ̈́ r͈

̈́ Ǒ͈8 êë ۔/Ǒ  /Ǒ  ĺ د>ƃ kı ن/Ǒ /m 6ˑ  \ˏ  ĺ ^ aǖ6 ا�ˑ ͈ a8 êǠƁ/� /5ؤے  ͈͈ ͈ ͉8 8 †ͅħ ͈ ͈Ǒ Ƅ Ǒ8 8ȅǗ̈́ Ǒ̈́†͆Ǘ͈n̈́ ͊ ̈́
  lĲ دی/mی اœ̉ j̖ اؤر  Ǒ/ن lĲ �/رؤں @b@bں kı د /m ؤےa8͇ ͉ٓ ±͆ |͈ ͇ ͉ †ͅħ2774  د اؤرhƈ ĺ `ñا�b�͈ ͅ ̈́^ A:اm͈ ͉2011  

bƩ >ɭا۔   añƙ͌ ͅ ɞǛ̈́Ɨ ͈/Ǒ Ǹ ʇ/ن 5/  lĲ jɋ̈́ǔ͈˩̈́9ͅ ا Ɗ ˘ï̈́ ورá k~/m¹̂ͅ/ر ͈ ͆  /Ǒ hɲ  A:  ً
͇ 6͈ ͅ wͅ lư /Ǒ۔+%3-2 ͉  /m/ʙ   ͌ ͈ ͈8 ű  

aǖˤ ͈:QrA ر m͈ ͈ ͉ (also emailed*/faxed separately) PRESS RELEASE
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Gilani Research Foundation is a not for profit public service project to 
provide social science research to students academia, policy makers and 
concerned citizens in Pakistan and across the globe. 
 
Gilani Research Foundation is headed by Dr. Ijaz Shafi Gilani who pioneered the field 
of opinion polling in Pakistan and established Gallup Pakistan in 1980. Currently Dr. 
Gilani, who holds a PhD from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) and 
has taught at leading universities in Pakistan and abroad, is Chairman of Gallup 
Pakistan. 
 
If you have any further questions regarding this poll, please feel free to contact us.  
 
Best Regards,  
 
 

 
 
 
Ms. Fatima Idrees                 Ms. Sadaf Hasnain 
Project Manager                 Research Executive 
Phone: +92-51-2655630            Phone: +92-51-2655630 
E-mail: isb@gallup.com.pk          E-mail: sadaf.hasnain@gallup.com.pk  
  
 
Disclaimer: Gallup Pakistan is not related to Gallup Inc. headquartered in 
Washington D.C. USA. We require that our surveys be credited fully as Gallup 
Pakistan (not Gallup or Gallup Poll). We disclaim any responsibility for surveys 
pertaining to Pakistani public opinion except those carried out by Gallup Pakistan, the 
Pakistani affiliate of Gallup International Association. For details on Gallup 
International Association see website: www.gallup-international.com 
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