
 

Opinion Poll 

   CURRENT EVENTS 

    Pakistani Views About Elections in America (Part 3)  

 
This is a 4 part series on Pakistani views about the forthcoming Presidential election in America. Part 1 deals with Pakistani 

views in the possible impact of American elections on life in Pakistan; part 2 seeks views on whether Pakistanis should also be 
voting in the American elections; part 3 probes into reasons or grounds in which Pakistanis might choose one Presidential 

candidate over another; the concluding part 4 seeks preferences from Pakistanis between the incumbent President Obama and 
his Republican challenger, Mitt Romney. (These questions were asked in 30 countries other than Pakistan, their comparative 

views will also be published) 
 

 

Only 42% cite ‘Pakistan’s national interest’ as key factor in 

choosing between Obama and his challenger Mitt Romney; others 
cite ‘global economy’ (24%); global security (11%); competence 

and likeability (18%). 5% unable to cite any reason. GILANI 

POLL/GALLUP PAKISTAN 
 

Islamabad, September 27, 2012 
 

According to a Gilani Research Foundation Survey carried out by Gallup Pakistan, Only 42% cite 

„Pakistan‟s national interest‟ as key factor in choosing between Obama and his challenger Mitt Romney; others 

cite „global economy‟ (24%); global security (11%); competence and likeability (18%) and 5% were unable to 

cite any reason. 

 

A nationally representative sample of men and women from across the four provinces was asked “If you 

were to vote in American elections and choose between President Obama and Republican candidate Mitt 

Romney, what would be the most important reason for making your choice? (Give one answer)” Responding to 

this, 42% chose national interest, 24% chose global economy, 11% chose global security and 18% chose 

competence and likeability. However, 5% did not give a view. 
 

Question: “If you were to vote in American elections and choose between President 
Obama and Republican candidate Mitt Romney, what would be the most important 

reason for making your choice? (Give one answer)” 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               

   Source: Gallup and Gilani Surveys 

 
the Pakistani affiliate of Gallup International Association 

(www.gallup-international.com; www.gallup.com.pk, www.gilanifoundation.com) 
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Comparative Global Data 

 
Question: “If you were to vote in American elections and choose between President 
Obama and Republican candidate Mitt Romney, what would be the most important 

reason for making your choice? (Give one answer)”’ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The study was released by Gilani foundation and carried out by Gallup Pakistan, the Pakistani affiliate of 

Gallup International. The recent survey was carried out among a sample of 2670 men and women in rural and 

urban areas of all four provinces of the country, during August 26, 2012 - September 01, 2012. Error margin is 

estimated to be approximately ± 2-3 per cent at 95% confidence level. 

Countries (ranked by highest %) National Interest 

as Key Factor

Global Economy 

and security as 

Key Factor

Compe te nc e  

a nd Like a bility 

of Ca ndida te  a s 

Ke y Fa c tor

Don’t know / no 

response

 Israel 56 17 26 1

 Lebanon 45 15 34 6

 Pakistan 42 35 18 5
 Georgia  37 19 38 6

 China 37 39 24 0

 Macedonia 34 27 33 6

 South korea 29 27 34 9

 Japan 28 41 28 3

 Palestine 27 40 29 5

 Iraq 26 45 28 2

 Turkey 24 19 49 7

 Romania 24 33 40 3

 Colombia 19 28 48 5

 India 18 21 50 12

 Brazil 16 36 46 2

 Tunisia 15 47 30 7

 Italy 15 37 40 8

 Canada 12 13 71 3

 Azerbaijan 11 30 53 5

 Australia 11 22 63 4

 Portugal 11 23 61 5

 Ireland 10 27 60 3

 Kenya 10 45 45 0

 France 9 34 56 1

 Germany 8 38 47 7

 Cameroon 8 25 64 3

 Ecuador 7 21 69 3

 Saudi Arabia 6 11 71 12

 Hong kong 5 45 42 8

 Switzerland 3 26 68 3

 Denmark 2 28 66 4

 Finland 2 24 69 5

 Netherlands 1 6 37 56

 Iceland 1 17 75 7



 

ے عامہ سروے
 

ن کا رائ
 
ڈی ش

 
اىن

 
ی ری سرچ ف

 
لان  گی 

وع:
 
عات"  موض

 
ي واق  "حالی 

" 
 
ان
اکصی  راء ن 

ٓ
ه ا ارے می  ات کے ن  ان 

 
خ
 
ت
 
کی ان  

وه کی امرن ہ  "ی 

ّ

ص  (سوئم)ح

وه کے  %42 صرف  ی 
 
ان
اکصی  ن کان 

ُ
 ق ا

ا می ٹ رو مطاب امہ ن  ے اون 
 
ه سےکسی ان ک کومن ے کی صدر  می 

 
ب کرئ

 
خ
 
ت

 

من

م  ان اہ  اکصی  ي ن  هوج  ی  ادات ہ 
 
ی مف

 
وامی کے ذان

 
ن الاق ی  ه ب  ات می  وہ  گر وج  اه۔ دن  الی صی  ھی ن 

لن ے اچ  ت کے
 
 معی ش

گ اور ، (24%)
 
ی اعج 

 
ی ، (%11)دف

 
ن ذان ری 

 
ہت دگی اور ب  دن 

دواری صی  می 

ُ
ي  %5ہ ے۔ (%18)ا ھی وج 

ی ب 
 
کون

سکے ا  ی  ي ب   :ن 
 

 

لپ  ن ،گی 
 
ڈی ش

 
اىن

 
ی ری سرچ ف

 
لان انگی  اکصی   ن 

ر 2012 مت 
 
، ست ا    27 ن 

ٓ
د،اسلام ا  

ن
 
ڈی ش

 
اىن

 
ی ری سرچ ف

 
لان  ق، گی 

ي سروے کے مطاب ه سےکسی ان ک کو  %42صرف   کے ان ک حالی  ے می 
 
من ا می ٹ رو امہ ن  ن کا اون 

ُ
 ق ا

وه کے مطاب ی 
 
ان
اکصی  ن 

لن   ت کے
 
وامی معی ش

 
ن الاق ی  ه ب  ات می  وہ  گر وج  ه۔ دن  ی  ادات ہ 

 
ی مف

 
ان کے ذان اکصی  ي ن  م وج 

ے کی اہ 
 

ب کرئ
 
خ
 
ت

 

اه صدر من الی صی  ھی ن 
گ اور (%24)ے اچ 

 
ی ، ج 

اع
 
ی ، (%11)دف

 
دوارذان می 

ُ
ن ا ری 

 
ہت دگی اور ب  دن 

صی  سکے %5ہ ے۔ (%18)ی  ا  ی  ي ب  ي ن  ھی وج 
ی ب 

 
 ۔کون

 

را ت
 
ن وحض ی 

 
و اب

 
ب ج

 
خ
 
ت

 

ی طى رپ ر من
 
ا ن ما رن 

 
ھر سے ش ه ملک ب  ا کہ ، سر وے می  ھا گی  ي سىا ل ب و چ  ه  " سے ن  ات می  ان 

 
خ
 
ت
 
ی ان

 
کی صدارن  

ة کو امرن
ٓ
ه کہ ا رض کری 

 
ف

ے می  صدر او
 
من امہ اور می ٹ رو و  هن 

 
ا پ ڑے ب

 
اب کرن

 
خ
 
ت
 
ا سے کسی ان ک کا ان ي کی  م وج 

اب کی سب سے اہ 
 
خ
 
ت
 
ة کے اس ان

ٓ
وگیا اس سىال کے    ،"؟ہ 

ه واب می  ے کہا کہ    %42ج 
 

دگان  ئ ی  دہ  وان  هج  ی  اه ہ  الی صی  ھی ن 
لن ے اچ  مارے ملک کے ي ہ  م وج 

ے کی اہ 
 

ب کرئ
 
خ
 
ت

 

وامی  %24،من
 
ن الاق ی  ه ب  ال می  ی 

 
کے ج

ا ھی ن 
لن ے اچ  ت کے

 
اه ، معی ش صی  ے %11لی 

 
گ اور  ئ

 
ی وهعالمی ج  الی سی  لن ے ن  اع کے

 
کہدف ی  ہی کو %18، ج 

 
ب
ُ
ھر ا ا ب  ه ن  ی  ے ہ 

 
د کرئ صی  ی طىر پ ر ی 

 
ه ذان ہی 

 
ب
ُ
 ا

ل  دارتص دوار کا اہ  می 

ُ
ه۔ ا ی  ے ہ 

 
ھن

اسمج  ان 
 
ف ا %5 ب  ه کی  ہی 

 
ہار ب

 
ے کا اظ

 
ے کسی رائ

 
 ۔ئ

 

نے  "
ٹ روم

 
امہ اور می

 
ں صدر اوی

 
ات می

 
خای تی انت کی صدار

 
ة کو امری

ٓ

ں کہ ا
 

 فرض کری
 

ڑے تو  ں می
 

خاب کرنا ی ک کا انت
 

کی سب سے سے کسی ای خاب  ة کے اس انت

ٓ

ا

ا ہے
 

ہ کی
 

ا  اہم وج
 

کی ہ 
 

ج ہم و ے ا ب س س کی  ب  خا نت ا س  ے ا ة ک

ٓ

گیا  "؟ہو
 

معلوم نہیں/ جواب نہیں دیا,5%

امریکی صدر بننے کے 

صحیح اہل ہیں,6%

ذاتی پسندیدگی,12%

جنگ اور دفاع کےلیے پالیسیاں ,    

11%   

بین الاقوامی معیشت 

کےلیے اچھی پالیسیاں ,24%

ملک کےلیے اچھی پالیسیاں,42%
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the Pakistani affiliate of Gallup International Association 
(www.gallup-international.com; www.gallup.com.pk, www.gilanifoundation.com) 
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Countries (ranked by highest %) National Interest 

as Key Factor

Global Economy 

and security as 

Key Factor

Compe te nc e  

a nd Like a bility 

of Ca ndida te  a s 

Ke y Fa c tor

Don’t know / no 

response

 Israel 56 17 26 1

 Lebanon 45 15 34 6

 Pakistan 42 35 18 5
 Georgia  37 19 38 6

 China 37 39 24 0

 Macedonia 34 27 33 6

 South korea 29 27 34 9

 Japan 28 41 28 3

 Palestine 27 40 29 5

 Iraq 26 45 28 2

 Turkey 24 19 49 7

 Romania 24 33 40 3

 Colombia 19 28 48 5

 India 18 21 50 12

 Brazil 16 36 46 2

 Tunisia 15 47 30 7

 Italy 15 37 40 8

 Canada 12 13 71 3

 Azerbaijan 11 30 53 5

 Australia 11 22 63 4

 Portugal 11 23 61 5

 Ireland 10 27 60 3

 Kenya 10 45 45 0

 France 9 34 56 1

 Germany 8 38 47 7

 Cameroon 8 25 64 3

 Ecuador 7 21 69 3

 Saudi Arabia 6 11 71 12

 Hong kong 5 45 42 8

 Switzerland 3 26 68 3

 Denmark 2 28 66 4

 Finland 2 24 69 5

 Netherlands 1 6 37 56

 Iceland 1 17 75 7
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Gilani Research Foundation is a not for profit public service project to 

provide social science research to students, academia, policy makers and 
concerned citizens in Pakistan and across the globe. 

 
Gilani Research Foundation is headed by Dr. Ijaz Shafi Gilani who pioneered the field 
of opinion polling in Pakistan and established Gallup Pakistan in 1980. Currently Dr. 
Gilani, who holds a PhD from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) and 
has taught at leading universities in Pakistan and abroad, is Chairman of Gallup 
Pakistan. 
 
If you have any further questions regarding this poll, please feel free to contact us.  
 
Best Regards,  
 
 

 
Ms. Fatima Idrees                  
Phone: +92-51-2655630             
E-mail: fatima.idrees@gilanifoundation.com 

  
 
 

Disclaimer: Gallup Pakistan is not related to Gallup Inc. headquartered in 
Washington D.C. USA. We require that our surveys be credited fully as Gallup 
Pakistan (not Gallup or Gallup Poll). We disclaim any responsibility for surveys 
pertaining to Pakistani public opinion except those carried out by Gallup Pakistan, the 
Pakistani affiliate of Gallup International Association. For details on Gallup 
International Association see website: www.gallup-international.com 
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