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Opinion Poll
GLOBAL POLL
Environmental Concerns

Global Poll shows environmental concerns are “at record lows”’;
the most pressing problem or environmental challenge according
to Pakistanis is the acute fresh water shortage (68%). GILANI
POLL/GALLUP PAKISTAN

Islamabad, February 27, 2013

Gilani Research Foundation and Gallup Pakistan recently participated in a Global Poll coordinated by
Globescan on environmental concerns of different nations; the results show that Pakistanis say the most
pressing environmental challenge they have to face is acute shortage of fresh water (68%). 55% said automobile
emissions, 46% said water pollution in rivers, lakes and oceans, 40% said loss of animal and plant species, 38%
said depletion of natural resources, e.g. forests, farmlands & fish, 37% said air pollution in general and 36%
said climate change or global warming due to Greenhouse Effect.

uestion: “What do you think are the most serious environmental problems
y |
facing Pakistan?”
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Source: Gallup and Gilani Surveys

the Pakistani affiliate of Gallup International Association

(www.gallup-international.com; www.gallup.com.pk, www.gilanifoundation.com)

The global findings are drawn from the GlobeScan Radar annual tracking poll of citizens across 22 countries. A
total of 22,812 people were interviewed face-to-face or by telephone during the second half of 2012. Twelve of
these countries have been regularly polled on environmental issues since 1992. Asked how serious they
consider each of six environmental problems to be—air pollution, water pollution, species loss, automobile
emissions, fresh water shortages, and climate change—fewer people now consider them “very serious” than at
any time since tracking began twenty years ago.

Climate change is the only exception, where concern was lower from 1998 to 2003 than it is now. Concern
about air and water pollution, as well as biodiversity, is significantly below where it was even in the 1990s.
Many of the sharpest falls have taken place in the past two years. The perceived seriousness of climate change
has fallen particularly sharply since the unsuccessful UN Climate Summit in Copenhagen in December 2009.
Climate concern dropped first in industrialized countries, but this year’s figures show that concern has now
fallen in major developing economies such as Brazil and China as well.
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Comparison of changing attitudes towards Environmental Concerns

Seriousness of Issues
“Very Serious,” Average of 12 Countries,* 1992-2012
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*Average of Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Mexico, Nigeria, Turkey, UK, and USA.
Not all questions were asked in all countries in all years.

**Not asked in Brazil, Canada, and France
*+kNot asked in Brazil and Canada

The study was released by Gilani foundation and carried out by Gallup Pakistan, the Pakistani affiliate of
Gallup International. The recent survey was carried out among a sample of 2693 men and women in rural and
urban areas of all four provinces of the country, during April 01, 2012 — April 08, 2012. Error margin is
estimated to be approximately + 2-3 per cent at 95% confidence level.
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Source: Gallup and Gilani Surveys
the Pakistani affiliate of Gallup International Association
(www.gallup-international.com; www.gallup.com.pk, www.gilanifoundation.com
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*Average of Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Mexico, Nigeria, Turkey, UK, and USA.
Not all questions were asked in all countries in all years.

**Not asked in Brazil, Canada, and France
*+*¥Not asked in Brazil and Canada
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The Pakls ani Affiliate of Gallup International GILANIRESEARCH
FOUNDATION

Wednesday, February 27, 2013
(3 Pages including this and Urdu version)

Gilani Research Foundation is a not for profit public service project to
provide social science research to students, academia, policy makers and
concerned citizens in Pakistan and across the globe.

Gilani Research Foundation is headed by Dr. [jaz Shafi Gilani who pioneered the field
of opinion polling in Pakistan and established Gallup Pakistan in 1980. Currently Dr.
Gilani, who holds a PhD from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) and
has taught at leading universities in Pakistan and abroad, is Chairman of Gallup
Pakistan.

If you have any further questions regarding this poll, please feel free to contact us.

Best Regards,

Ms. Fatima Idrees
Phone: +92-51-2655630
E-mail: fatima.idrees@gilanifoundation.com

Disclaimer: Gallup Pakistan is not related to Gallup Inc. headquartered in
Washington D.C. USA. We require that our surveys be credited fully as Gallup
Pakistan (not Gallup or Gallup Poll). We disclaim any responsibility for surveys
pertaining to Pakistani public opinion except those carried out by Gallup Pakistan, the
Pakistani affiliate of Gallup International Association. For details on Gallup
International Association see website: www.gallup-international.com
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