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Opinion Poll
CHANGING ATTITUDES & LIFESTYLES
Bribery

Paying Public Officials To Get One’s Work Done; 66206 Consider
It Bribe ; Bribe Taker’'s Behavior Is Considered More
Objectionable Than That Of The Bribe Giver: GILANI

POLL/GALLUP PAKISTAN
Islamabad, May 9, 2011

According to the results of a recent Gilani Poll
conducted by Gallup Pakistan, 66% Pakistanis feel that
offering a public official extra money to ensure that
one’s work gets done qualifies as bribery. While 71%
see the bribe acceptor’s behavior to be objectionable,
only 52% consider the behavior of the person offering
the bribe unacceptable.

In the survey, a nationally representative sample of men
and women from across the country were presented with
the following situation, “Suppose you have a friend who
is a shopkeeper who goes to a government office to get a
license. The clerk tells him the work requires a lot of
time and effort. In response to this your friend gives him
some money as a result of which the clerk issues the
license.” Respondents were then asked whether they
considered the behavior of the clerk and the shopkeeper
to be acceptable and whether the amount paid
constituted a bribe or not. Results show that 66%
respondents thought the amount offered to the clerk
qualified as bribe while 19% thought it did not, 12% did
not know and 3% did not answer.

71% found the public official’s behavior objectionable
while 12% said it was acceptable, 12% did not know and
5% did not respond. Views about the shopkeeper’s
behavior, on the other hand, were more sympathetic
because although 52% considered his act wrong, as
many as 31% thought it was acceptable while 11% did
not know and 5% did not respond.

These figures indicate that a significant section of the
public (31%) does not consider the act of offering extra
payment to a public official to be objectionable if they
are doing it due to a lack of any other options.

BRIBE TAKING BECOMES LESS ACCEPTABLE:
Unacceptability rises from 54 percent to 71 percent

A comparison with the results of a similar survey
conducted in 2008 shows that while the percentage of
people considering the money offered to be bribe has
remained unchanged (66%), the percentage of people
finding the officer’s behavior unacceptable has increased
from 54% to 71% and those finding it acceptable have
decreased from 16% to 12%. The percentage of people
finding the shopkeeper’s behavior objectionable,
however, has not changed much; while those who object
to the act of giving bribe(even to facilitate a fair task)

increased from 46% to 52%,acceptability also increased
from 27% to 31% during the last three years.

“Suppose you have a friend who is a shopkeeper who goes to a
government office to get a license. The clerk tells him the work
requires a lot of time and effort. In response to this your friend gives
him some money as a result of which the clerk issues the license.
Based on this situation, what are your views about the

following?”

Is it Bribe?

NR, 3%

Don't
Know,
12%
No, 19%
Yes, 66%

The Officer’s Behavior

NR, 5%

Don't Know, 12%
Acceptable, 12%
Unacceptable,
1%

The Shopkeeper’s Behavior

NR, 5%

Don’t Know,
11%
Unacceptable,
52%
Acceptable,
31%

Source: Gallup and Gilani Surveys

The Pakistani affiliate of Gallup International
Association (www.gallup-international.com;

www.gallup.com.pk)

The study was released by Gilani foundation and carried
out by Gallup Pakistan, the Pakistani affiliate of Gallup
International. The recent survey was carried out among a
sample of 2774 men and women in rural and urban areas
of all four provinces of the country, during April 2011.
Error margin is estimated to be approximately + 2-3 per
cent at 95% confidence level
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