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According to a Gilani Research Foundation survey carried out by Gallup Pakistan, perceptions 
regarding rich people being rich and poor people being poor remain more or less the same over 
the past 25 years. In 2011 as well as 1987, the most common reasons for rich people being rich 
are: born in rich family and earning through illegal means. Bad luck and belonging to a poor 
family are held responsible for being poor over the past twenty five years.  
 
A nationally representative sample of men and women from across the country were asked the 
following question: “Like everywhere in the world, some people in our country are rich while others 
are poor. What do you think is the reason behind rich people being rich?” Twenty percent (20%) 
believed working hard to be the main reason for rich being rich, 13% said fate, 30% born in a rich 
family, 26% illegal wealth, 3% believed earning from abroad made them rich and 5% said due to 
good education. 1% gave no response.  
 
Perceptions remain more or less the same over past 25 years with a few notable exceptions: more 
people attribute wealth with hardwork now (20%) than nearly 25 years ago (15%). Comparatively 
fewer attribute wealth with illegal means now (26%) than 25 years ago (34%). 
 

 “Like everywhere in the world, some people in our country are rich while others are poor.  
What do you think is the reason behind rich people being rich?” 
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In a follow up question, nationally representative sample of men and women from across the 
country were asked the following question: “Like everywhere in the world, some people in our 
country are rich while others are poor. What do you think is the reason behind poor people being 
poor?” Fourteen percent (14%) held laziness responsible, 30% bad luck, 29% said belonging to a 
poor family was the reason, 16% said due to no earnings from unfair means, 4% blamed not 
being employed abroad and 5% illiteracy. 2% gave no response. Similar responses were generated 
in 1987.  
 

“Like everywhere in the world, some people in our country are rich while others are poor.  
What do you think is the reason behind poor people being poor?” 
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the Pakistani affiliate of Gallup International Association (www.gallup-international.com; www.gallup.com.pk) 

 
The study was released by Gilani foundation and carried out by Gallup Pakistan, the Pakistani 
affiliate of Gallup International. The recent survey was carried out among a sample of 2631 men 
and women in rural and urban areas of all four provinces of the country, during February 2011. 
Error margin is estimated to be approximately + 2-3 per cent at 95% confidence level. 
 

Gallup Pakistan proposes that its poll results be attributed as Gilani Poll conducted by Gallup Pakistan, the 
Pakistani affiliate of Gallup International. This is to distinguish our polls from polls on Pakistan sometimes released by other 
organizations not part of Gallup International Association (www.gallup-international.com) and referred to by the same title. 
Also please see necessary Disclaimer on our website (www.gallup.com.pk). Gallup Pakistan takes responsibility for only its 
own polls on Pakistan. 

 
For more survey data on social and other issues see website www.gallup.com.pk  
 
For any queries please contact: 
Ms. Hira Hasan     Phone:   +92-51-2655630 
Assistant Manager (Research)                  E-mail: hira.hasan@gallup.com.pk 
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͏ ͏ٓ ͈ |̈́ m͈ ͇ 6ͅ ̈́ Z اa: ĺ 5£ kı  l�bƩ aǖƘی ؤ�ê اaǖƘ 1987 اؤر 2011͈ /ȹ  lĲ ؤےa8 lǤ  lǤ  añƙ͈ ͈͇ ͇ ̈́ ͌ ͇ @ ƌ ͏ ť œ͈ ͈
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