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PAKISTANIS PREFER GENERAL EDUCATION OVER 

EDUCATION IN SPECIFIC TRADES. 
No significant change in attitude on this issue during the last 20 

years - November 10, 2000 
 
 
According to a recent survey conducted by Gallup Pakistan a majority of Pakistanis give 

preference to general education over education in specific trades or skills. The survey 

indicates a minor change in attitude on this issue over the last twenty years. The survey, 

which was conducted among a representative sample of households in the rural and urban 

areas of all the four provinces asked the question: "In your view, what is more useful for 

children after completing school: further general education or some specific trade or skill?" 

53% favoured general education while 43% favoured education in specific trades and skills. 

The remaining 4% did not give a response. Analysts at Gallup have pointed out that in a 

similar survey conducted by them in 1983, 54% had favoured general education while 39% 

favoured education in specific trades and skills at that time. Thus the change is not very 

significant. However the recent survey shows that compared to urban areas there is higher 

preference for education in specific trades in the rural areas, where nearly half of the 

respondents favoured general education and the other half favoured education in specific 

trades and skills.  

 

The survey was conducted by Gallup Pakistan, the Pakistani affiliate of Gallup International 

among more than 2000 statistically selected households in both rural and urban areas of all 

the four provinces of Pakistan. The sample comprised a cross section of various income, 

education and geographic segments. The text of this report can also be seen on the internet at: 

 www.gallup.com.pk 
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