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STRONG SUPPORT FOR NON POLITICAL CIVILIAN GOVERNMENT
FOR TWO TO THREE YEARS Gallup poll on Current Political Situation -
October 14, 1999

A snap poll conducted by Gallup Pakistan in different parts of the country on the evening of
October 13, the day after the military removed Nawaz Sharif government, shows the
following key views. The poll findings should however be read with the caution that opinions
on such issues can be quite volatile and may change fairly rapidly in response to the
unfolding situation.

A Gallup poll in the major urban centres of the country shows that approximately 75%
approved the action taken by the military. But only one third of those sampled favoured direct
military rule, the remaining two thirds supported civilian alternatives. From within civilian
choices approximately 75% favoured a government comprising of non political reputable
experts; the support for returning government to Muslim League leaders including Nawaz
Sharif is less than 10% and the support for forming a national government of respectable
politicians of political parties is around 15%. In the initial response within hours of the
military action, when asked would they favour an election in less than ninety days or after

two to three years, around 60% favoured election after two to three years.

Concerning expectations from the post Nawaz setup a majority is not very hopeful of a
turnaround in the economic situation: only 25% are hopeful of a respite in inflation or

unemployment but around 80% are hopeful that the law and order situation will improve.

The survey findings nevertheless reveal that despite the widespread approval of Nawaz
Sharif's removal from office the Muslim League is still the largest single vote bank in the
country. Those who say they would still vote for Muslim League in a future election
outnumber any other political party in the country. The number of persons intending to vote
for the Peoples Party, Imran Khan, former President Leghari or religious parties are
considerably smaller.

The Gallup survey was conducted with a randomly drawn sample of more than 850 men and
women in the urban areas of the country. It comprised a cross-section of people from
different age income and linguistic backgrounds.
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