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Support For Basant Festival Has Declined Over The Years. 
11% Support, 63% Oppose And 26% Indifferent In The 
Latest Survey: GILANI POLL/GALLUP PAKISTAN 
 
Islamabad, March 17, 2011  
 
According to a Gilani Research Foundation survey carried out by Gallup Pakistan, opposition to 
Basant kite flying has risen since the question was first posed by Gallup Pakistan in 1999, from 
41% to 63% in 2011. Opposition to basant kite flying remained largely stable from 1999 to 2004, 
but rose sharply in 2006 when it climbed to 52% and even higher in 2011 to 63%. Survey 
findings suggest that the reason behind declining support for celebrating basant is not so much a 
cultural factor as it is the result of increasing number of accidents related to kite-flying.  
 
In a recent 2011 survey, a nationally representative sample of men and women from across the 
country were asked “Some people favour celebrating basant, some oppose it, while others are 
indifferent towards it. What is your opinion regarding basant kite flying celebrations?” Eleven 
percent (11%) said they are in the favour of basant kite flying, 63% said they are against it, 
whereas 26% believe that it does not matter so whoever wants to celebrate it they can. 
 
The data showed interesting variations across location, gender and age group. Relatively more 
urbanites (18%) than rural dwellers (8%) favour the celebration of basant. Proportionately more 
males (15%) support the celebration of this festival than females (7%). It can be seen that support 
for basant celebration decreases with age as 13% among the young population (under 30) and 9% 
among the old (51 plus) are in favour of basant festival.  
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COMPARATIVE DATA 
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basant kite flying celebrations?” 
 

Year Favour Indifferent Against 
1999 29% 30% 41% 
2002 28% 33% 38% 
2004 28% 29% 43% 
2006 18% 30% 52% 
2010 15% 22% 63% 
2011 11% 26% 63% 

 
Source: Gallup and Gilani Surveys  

the Pakistani affiliate of Gallup International Association (www.gallup-international.com; www.gallup.com.pk) 
 
The study was released by Gilani foundation and carried out by Gallup Pakistan, the Pakistani 
affiliate of Gallup International. The recent survey was carried out among a sample of 2737 men 
and women in rural and urban areas of all four provinces of the country, during March 2011. 
Error margin is estimated to be approximately + 2-3 per cent at 95% confidence level. 
 

Gallup Pakistan proposes that its poll results be attributed as Gilani Poll conducted by Gallup Pakistan, the 
Pakistani affiliate of Gallup International. This is to distinguish our polls from polls on Pakistan sometimes released by other 
organizations not part of Gallup International Association (www.gallup-international.com) and referred to by the same title. 
Also please see necessary Disclaimer on our website (www.gallup.com.pk). Gallup Pakistan takes responsibility for only its 
own polls on Pakistan. 

 
For more survey data on social and other issues see website www.gallup.com.pk  
For any queries please contact: 
 
Ms. Hira Hasan     Phone:   +92-51-2655630 
Assistant Manager (Research)                  E-mail: hira.hasan@gallup.com.pk 



 
  

  
 `ȓ ?mؤ/ĉ چaȊ k~i͆ ر r͈ ̈́ ̈́ r͈
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Source: Gilani Poll conducted by Gallup Pakistan, 

the Pakistani affiliate of Gallup International Association (www.gallup-international.com; www.gallup.com.pk) 
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Yŵ/ǫƇ̈́ añ̚ ͈@hĎ k~bق  |̈́ ̈́ ͏  jƕ/� ل/¡ 
41% 30% 29% 1999 
38% 33% 28% 2002 
43% 29% 28% 2004 
52% 30% 18% 2006 
63% 22% 15% 2010 
63% 26% 11% 2011 

 
Source: Gallup and Gilani Surveys  

the Pakistani affiliate of Gallup International Association (www.gallup-international.com; www.gallup.com.pk) 
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