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A recent Gilani poll conducted by Gallup Pakistan 
shows that both Pakistani and Indian entertainment 
channels on cable TV are more widely viewed in 
Pakistan. Yet the subject is hotly contested. Thus, 
almost an equal number of all Pakistanis (who have 
access to cable TV) favour (43%) and oppose (42%) the 
showing of Indian channels on cable television. 
However, a majority (51%) reject the conspiracy theory 
that their government sometimes airs Indian 
entertainment to keep the masses away from political 
agitation against them. Only 26% agree with this 
proposition.  
A nationally representative sample of men and women 
from across the country with access to cable television 
were asked the following question: “Some people are in 
favour of Indian channels being shown on cable 
television while others are not. Are you in favour or 
against Indian channels being shown?” Forty three 
percent (43%) were in favour of Indian channels being 
shown on cable TV as opposed to 42% who were 
against it.  15% said they don’t know.  
 
A detailed study of the data revealed that 
comparatively more ruralites (46%) were against cable 
television showing Indian channels than their urban 
counterparts (36%). The survey also revealed that 
relatively more men (45%) than women (39%) were 
against this practice.  
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(www.gallup-international.com; www.gallup.com.pk) 

 
In a follow-up question, a nationally representative 
sample of men and women from across the country 
were asked the following question: “To what extent are 
the following television channels watched in your 
household?” Eighty four (84%) of the cable TV viewers 
claimed to watch Pakistani channels mostly, 54% 
Indian channels and 26% English channels.  
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CONSPIRACY TO WARD OFF POLITICAL AGITATION? 
In another follow-up question, a nationally 
representative sample of men and women from across 
the country were asked the following question: “Some 
people believe that Indian channels are being shown on 
cable channels to keep public aloof of the national news 
whereas others say that they are being shown on public 
demand. What is your opinion?” Majority (51%) believed 
that Indian channels are being shown on public 
demand as opposed to 26% who were of the opinion 
that it was to distract the public. A considerable 23% 
gave no response.  

 
A detailed analysis of the survey revealed that 
relatively more urbanites (56%) believed that Indian 
channels are being shown on public demand than the 
rural dwellers (47%).  
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The study was released by Gilani foundation and carried out 
by Gallup Pakistan, the Pakistani affiliate of Gallup 
International. The recent survey was carried out among a 
sample of 2075 men and women with access to cable 
television, in rural and urban areas of all four provinces of the 
country, during February 2011. Error margin is estimated to 
be approximately + 2-3 per cent at 95% confidence level.  
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k~ḯ Ǒ͈8 /5 `ȓ ?mؤ/ĉ چaȊ ͆ر r͈ ̈́ ̈́ r͈را l�͏ؤےa8 êƒ/ï  

b@bƏ̈́8   /m?Ǒع 9> اؤر  hɲ͈ ͈ Ɔ ͈ ̈́ wͅ  
"         ^ Ǒ̞̈́/ر~k~ k ؤی  ǔ͈�͉ ͊ ͅ }͇"  

 
^ د  k~ر/̞  A: ^̈́Ǒ Ǒǔ͈ ǔ�͉ Ňͅ }͇ ͉ ͇ ͈lư Z hɲ  añƙ اراء añƙ رے/m lĲ l�/̞͌ ͈ @ ̈́

ͅ ٓw ͈ ͈ ͇ ̈́ Œ8  /Ǒ hɲ  s̈́
ً
͇ 6͈ ͅ wͅı اس YȪ؛añƳ l�A: 7ɯ /ǫ  YȪ k͈ �̂/26 اؤر  ͌ ͅ ̈́ ŵ Ƈ̈́ s̈́ ͈  

Ǒ/ن /m 6ˑ ، `ȓ ?mؤ/ĉ چaȊ k~i†ͅħ ر ͈͉ Ǒ͈8 ͆ r͈ ̈́ ̈́ r͈
̈́ Ǒ8  

iم اm/د،   ͇ا ٓ ¡18 ^ A:اm͈ ͉  ، 2011  
 

\mا lĲ  `ȓ ?mؤ/ĉ چaȊ k~i͈ ر ͆ r͈ ̈́ ̈́ r͈
̈́ Ǒ͈8Z /ȹ lĲ ؤےa8 êǠƁ/� ͇ @ ƌ ͈, k~ر/̞ k~/Ǒ اؤر  /m añƙ ن/Ǒ /m  ͅ ̈́}͇ ͅ ͅ† †ħ ħ͉ ͉͈

añƳ l�/� ḻد ĺ وق> jƯ ںb@دؤ ^͈ ͌ ͅ ͇ ʱ�͈ ͆ ͌ ̈́ ̈́Ǒ ǔ͈�͉ ^  k~ر/̞  A: ^ ɓ<اد    A:اA: /Ǒ hɲ  kı ںb ͈ǝ /Ǒ /m ̈́۔Ǒ Ǒǔ͈ ǔ�͉ Ňͅ }͇ ͉ ͇ ͈ >ͅ ͇ ͇
ً
͇ 6͈ †ͅ ̈́wͅ � ͅ ħ ͉ 

kı l�/� ے/̞ ̈́د ͇ ٔ Œ  26/̂� ͈(43%)    7ɯ /ǫ ̈́  اؤر  ٘ ŵ Ƈ̈́(42%)  26aǖŔ۔ اañƳ l�A:   ͈ ͆ ͈ ͌    اس  (51%)ͅ
 êC añƳ l�A: >mدA: kı ث/m}͇ ͈ ͌ ͅ ͈ ͇ͅ añƙ ؤںaǖ� kʖ ̞/�l �/ رbŶ êC añƳ lưگ  lǤ د ˔a  اس   k~ر/̞͈ ͈͇ ̈́ ˏƃ ͌ ͌ ͇ ͏ Œ ž͈ ̈́Ǒ ǔ͈�͉ ͅ

   êʔ  ،añʹ  lŽ êë j ͉ǣ Ǒ͇�͇د ͈ º ̈́ Ůș͉Ǳ(26%)  ۔añƳ l�A: 26/̂� kı اس   ͈ ͌ ͅ ͈ 
 `ñا�b� 5ǭ  A: ورá k~/m¹̂/ر l´ ḥ  \ˏ  añƙ ؤےa8͈ ͅ ̈́ ͆̈́ Ǖͅ ̈́ǥƄ ͉

ͅ
͈ }͇ ƃ Ǒؤ͈  /̞ b@ وال> êë l´  اثa:  ͈ 8 �͉ ͉ ͈ ̈́ �،êC / 

Yŵ/ǫ۔"  Tɚ  ، añƳ añƙ Z  lĲ l�/̞ ˔a د  k~ر/̞ bŶ TɚƇ̈́گ  ͇ ͇> � >͈ ͈͌ � ̈́ Œ }̈́Ǒ ǔ͈ ͉ ͅ ͇ a˔  k~ر/̞  A: ورá k~̈́اپ ذاǑǔ͈�͉ ͅ ͅ}͇ ͉ ٓ

Yŵ/ǫ  /m añƳ añƙ Z  lĲ l�/� l�/̞ Ƈ̈́د ͈ ͈ ͈͌ � ̈́ ͏͇ Œ43 ،"   ؟%  lĲ l�/̞ ˔a د  k~ر/̞  A: ^ ̈́اhĎاد  ʱ }�͈ ̈́Ǒǔ͈�͉ ͅ ͇ ͉ Ǒ͇ ǔ͈Ň ̈́

 êʔ ،añƳ jƕ/�͇ ͈Ǒ �͇ Yŵ/ǫ۔42%͌  Ƈ̈́ 15% ۔/Ǒ  añ̚ ̄/ر  jȗ را�l 5/ ا  l� ادhĎا ͈ 8 ͈ |̈́ å̈́ ͏ ̈́ħ ̈́  
ɓ lǤ ؤاbŶں kı زm/دہ  bĕiں añƙ ر  j̖ ˛bم bƩا êC lư د  ĺ ےh ͇ǰ  kˡ  lĲ ؤےa8>ͅ ͈ ̈́ Ʊ͌ ͈ ͅ ï |͈ ͌ ͌ ɓƍ 9ͅ ͈Ǒ8ɴ̈́ wͅ اد>

bĕiں añƙ اس a8 kıح  (46%) œ̉ی   êʔ  ، añƳ Yŵ/ǫ  lĲ l�/̞ ˔a د  k~ر/̞  A: ^͆ ͈ ͇ ͈ͅ ï ±͆ Ǒ�͇ ͌ Ƈ̈́ ̈́ ʱ }�͈ ̈́Ǒǔ͈�͉ ͅ ͇ ͉ Ǒ͇ ǔ͈Ň
36%  26aǖŔا kı دؤںhƈ حhÚ j³۔ اlư͈ ͆ ͌(45%)  `ñا�b� êʔ  ،añƳ Yŵ/ǫ  lĲ a˔  k~ر/̞͈ ͅ ̈́ ͇ ͈Ǒ �͇ ͌ Ƈ̈́ ̈́Ǒ ǔ͈�͉ ͅ }͇

añƙ͆ اس a8 kıح      lư͌۔39%͈
èư è¿ It UȾ UŠ/ņ ؛ H¯/Ŕ¿ CĚZ۔اپ ذا PƷر " Ĺ< د ņ/ر  P¯ CĚZTگ  ° T \c cٓ

ş şO OŠ Š ľãŠ Ţð ş
 <Zş\ ŢUÒ/ņ Ĺ< د °ņ/ر  TľãŠ Ţð c H¯/Ŕ¿ /Z èư è¿ It UȾ UŠ/rŠ O OŠ Š ş؟ " 
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Source: Gilani Poll conducted by Gallup Pakistan, 

the Pakistani affiliate of Gallup International Association 
(www.gallup-international.com; www.gallup.com.pk) 

  
 `ñا�b� 5ǭ  A: ورá k~/m¹̂/ر ĺ ḥ  \ˏ  añƙ ؤےa8͈ ͅ ̈́ ͆̈́ Ǖͅ ̈́ǥƄ ͉

ͅ
͈ }͇ ƃ :aاث  ´lؤ͈  ̈́ �>mhƈ ͈Ǒ  /̞ b@ وال> êë ͈ 8 �͉ ͉ ͈،êC /   

˔m >� Qħ a\ دañƳ l�/� ḻ؟ آپ "  êë A: ورá م/ï añƙ ḥ  lĲ͈ ͈͌ ͅ ͇ ʱ�͈ ǔͅ ̈́Ǒ ͈ �͉ ͈ ͉ Ť  "   ، 84%  lǤ ̈́^ د ̲ʱ�͈ Ǒ͇ ǔ͈Ň
،añƳ lǤ ˔a د  k~/Ǒ /m A: دہ/mؤہ ز Z /ȹ  lĲ ادhĎا lŽ͈ؤا ͌ ͅ ̲ʱ�͈ ̈́Ǒ ǔ͈�͉ ̈́ ͅ†ħ ͉ ͈ͅ ͇ @ ƌ

̈́
̞ͅ/ر~k اؤر54% }͇26% a˔ a:Aʝی  Ǒ̈́ ا ǔ͈�͉ ͈ m̈́

añƳ  lǤ۔ ͈د ͌ ͅ ̲ʱ�͈ 

؟  آپ" èư Ud/r U J` 9r @ö >Ĺ د  QZ <Z رPƷ م/� è¿ <ņ  UȾO OŠ Šş Ⱥī ŠZ ľãŠ Ţ Šð Ţ ¶"  
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 `ñا�b� 5ǭ  A: ورá k~/m¹̂/ر ĺ ḥ  \ˏ  añƙ ؤےa8͈ ͅ ̈́ ͆̈́ Ǖͅ ̈́ǥƄ ͉
ͅ
͈ }͇ ƃ :aاث  ´l ؤ͈  ̈́ � >mhƈ͈Ǒ  /̞ b@ وال> êë͈ 8 �͉ ͉ ͈،êC / 

" añƙ ؤںaǖ� kʖ ̞/�l �/رbŶ êC/m añƳ lưگ  lǤ د ˔a اس   k~ر/̞  êC lư ل/Ǒ bľbŶ Tɚ͈ں 5/  ͈͇ ̈́ ˏƃ ͅ ͌ ͌ ͇͌ ͏ Œ }ž͈ ̈́Ǒ ǔ͈�͉ >ͅ ͇ ͈ �̈́ ͇
 lĲ ںbľbŶ a˔  êë،lư añ̚ m jȗ/ث  Ǒ/ل êC lư ا bľbŶ Tɚں 5/   êʔ ،añƀ êë j ͉ǣ Ǒ̈́زm/دہ د ǔ͈ ͉ |� >͈ ͌ ͈͌ ͈̈́ ͇ ͈ ͈r͈ �̈́ ͇ Ǒ͇ �͇ ̈́ Ůș͉Ǳ

Ǒ/ را�lư l؟  añƙ رے/m اس kı ۔اپañƳ lưر/�l�/̞ ͌ا:aار :A د ͌͏ ͏͈ ͇8 ͈ ͈ٓ ͌ ͇ Œ ͉  " ،   26aǖŔ͈ا ͆51% lĲ 
 êʔ  ،añƳ l�/�l�/̞ ˔bľbŶ aں lĲ ا:aار :A د  k~ر/̞  añƙ ل/Ǒ͇ ͈ ͈Ǒ�͇ ͌ ͅ ͏͇ ʱ }�͈ ͉ ̈́Ǒ ǔ͈�͉ ͅ ͇ ͈ �̈́26% êë añƙ ل/Ǒ  lĲ ͈ ͈ ͈ �̈́

̞/�añƳ l�/� l۔ lǤ د  lĲ lǤ bľbŶ͈ں @aǖ� bؤں ĺ دؤر ر ͌ ͅ ͏͇ Œ ž͈ ̲̈́ Œ ͇ ̈́ 23% añ̚ ͈ اhĎاد �b� k~b@ lاب  |̈́ ͇ ͏ ̈́ ̈́

  ͈دm/۔ 
bĕiں œ̉ی    êC lư اbƩ مb˛  ĺ ےh ͇ǰ  kˡ  lĲ ؤےa8ͅ ï ±͆ ͌ ͌ ɓƍ 9ͅ ͈Ǒ8ɴ̈́ wͅ اد>ɓ lǤ ؤاbŶں kı زm/دہ  ͅ< añƙ ر ͈ ̈́ Ʊ͌ ͈

bĕiں  (56%)  j̖ êʔ د  ، añƳ l�/� l�/̞ ˔bľbŶ aں lĲ ا:aار :A د  k~ر/̞  añƙ ل/Ǒ  lĲͅ ï ͈ ͈| ͇ ͈ ͈Ǒ �͇ ͌ ͅ ͏͇ ʱ }�͈ ͉ ̈́Ǒǔ�͉ ͅ ͇ ͈ �̈́
añƙ͆ اس a8 kıح    lư͌۔ 47%͈

  

  
`ȓ ?mؤ/ĉ چaȊ k~i͆ ر r͈ ̈́ ̈́ r͈

̈́ Ǒ͈8 ؤےa8 êë ۔/Ǒ  /Ǒ  ĺ د>ƃ kı ن/Ǒ /m 6ˑ  \ˏ  ĺ ̂ aǖ6 ا�ˑ ͈ a8 êǠƁ/� /5ؤے  ͈͈ ͈ ͉8 8 †ͅħ ͈ ͈Ǒ Ƅ Ǒ8 8ȅǗ̈́ Ǒ̈́†͆Ǘ͈n̈́ ͊ ̈́
Ǒ/ن lĲ �/رؤ /m͉ †ͅħ ͉  lĲ دی/mی اœ̉ j̖ اؤر  ͇ں @b@bں kı د ٓ ±͆ |͈ ̀ hƈ ĺد اؤر  2075͇ ñا�b�͈ ͅ bǝ̈́ری̈́ bƩ >ɭا۔  2011͇�  añƙ ͌ ͅ ɞǛ̈́Ɨ ͈

/Ǒ Ǹ ʇ/ن 5/  lĲ jɋ̈́ǔ͈˩̈́9ͅ ا Ɗ ˘ï̈́ ورá k~/m¹̂ͅ/ر ͈ ͆  /Ǒ hɲ  A:  ً
͇ 6͈ ͅ wͅ ̀ a8 êǠƁ/� /5ؤے +%3-2 ͉ ȓ ?mؤ/ĉ چaȊ k~i ر lư /Ǒ۔  /m/ʙ   ͈ ͆ r͈ ̈́ ̈́ r͈

̈́ Ǒ͈8 ͌ ͈ ͈8 ű
Ǒ/۔ a8 êëؤے   /Ǒ  ĺ د>ƃ kı ن/Ǒ /m 6ˑ  \ˏ  ĺ ^ aǖ6 ا�ˑ͈ ͈ ͈ ͉8 8 †ͅħ ͈ ͈Ǒ Ƅ Ǒ8 8ȅ ̈́Ǘ Ǒ̈́†͆Ǘ͈n̈́ ͊ j̖ اؤر ̈́ Ǒ/ن lĲ �/رؤں @b@bں kı د /m|͈ ͇ ͉ †ͅħ ͉

  lĲ دی/mی اœ͇̉ ٓ ̀ hƈĺد اؤر     ±͆2745 ñا�b�͈ ͅ bǝ̈́ری̈́ �͇2011 /Ǒ Ǹ ʇ/ن 5/  lĲ jɋ ا bƩ >ɭا۔   añƙ ̈́ ǔ͈˩̈́9ͅ Ɗ ˘ï̈́ ͌ ͅ ɞǛ̈́Ɨ ͈  k~/m¹̂ͅ/ر ͈ ͆

á  /Ǒور hɲ  A:  ً
͇ 6͈ ͅ wͅ lư /Ǒ۔+%3-2 ͉  /m/ʙ   ͌ ͈ ͈8 ű

aǖˤ ͈:QrA ر m͈ ͈ ͉ (also emailed*/faxed separately) PRESS RELEASE
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Gilani Research Foundation is a not for profit public service project to 
provide social science research to students academia, policy makers and 
concerned citizens in Pakistan and across the globe. 
 
Gilani Research Foundation is headed by Dr. Ijaz Shafi Gilani who pioneered the field 
of opinion polling in Pakistan and established Gallup Pakistan in 1980. Currently Dr. 
Gilani, who holds a PhD from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) and 
has taught at leading universities in Pakistan and abroad, is Chairman of Gallup 
Pakistan. 
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