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Muslims across the World Do Not Share Global Revival of 
Optimism about The New Year: Gilani Poll/Gallup Pakistan 
 
Islamabad, December 31, 2009 
 
According to a global survey of more than 36,000 statistically selected men and women from 33 
countries across the world, global population has become more optimistic than it was a year ago. 
However, the rising optimism is not fully shared by men and women of the Muslim faith from both 
Muslim majority areas and other parts of Europe, North and South America and Asian countries with 
Muslim minorities. These findings have emerged from a study carried out by Gallup International in 33 
countries across the world: the sample comprised more than 36,000 statistically selected men and 
women, approximately 9,000 of whom were of Muslim faith.  
 
In response to a question: would you say that new year (2010) will be better, worse or the same as the 
year just ended (2009), 45% of the global population said it would be better; however the figure was 
only 34% among the Muslims in the sample. While overall expectation levels were different among the 
Muslims and the rest of the world, expectations about economic conditions were roughly the same. 29% 
of the total global sample expected the new year to be better and 36% expected it to remain the same. 
The comparable figure among the world Muslim population was 27% expecting new year to be better 
and 37% expecting it to remain the same. The balance in both cases expected the new year to get worse 
or did not respond.  
 
The following comments were made by Dr. Ijaz Shafi Gilani, Chairman of Gilani Research Foundation 
in Pakistan and a member of Gallup International Board, the apex body which runs its global polls: 
“considering that many Muslims consider the current global war on terror discriminating against them, 
the survey findings present a cause of concern.” 
 
The findings of the survey have been released by Gallup International Association headquarters in 
Zurich. Its details can be found at Gallup International website: www.gallup-international.com. 
 
Gilani Poll will be providing its analysis of the global poll in a series of short studies to be released 
during the month of January, 2010. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OVERALL HOPE AND DESPAIR ABOUT 2010 
 
Question: Do you expect 2010 to be better or worse than 2009? 
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Source: Gallup International Association, End of Year Poll, 
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33 countries including Muslim majority and minority countries 
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HOPE AND DESPAIR ABOUT ECONOMIC CONDITIONS 
 
Question: In your opinion will next year be a year of economic prosperity, economic difficulty or remain 
the same? 
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released in Pakistan by Gilani Research Foundation  (www.gallup-international.com; www.gallup.com.pk) 
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The study was released in Pakistan by Gilani Research Foundation in collaboration with Gallup 
Pakistan, the Pakistani affiliate of Gallup International.  
 

 
For more survey data on social and other issues see website www.gallup.com.pk  
 
For any queries please contact: 
Ms. Saadia Khalid      Phone:   +92-51-2655630 
Assistant Manager (Research)     E-mail: saadia.khalid@gallup.com.pk 
 
 

Gallup Pakistan proposes that its poll results be attributed as Gilani Poll conducted by Gallup Pakistan, the 
Pakistani affiliate of Gallup International. This is to distinguish our polls from polls on Pakistan sometimes released by other 
organizations not part of Gallup International Association (www.gallup-international.com) and referred to by the same title. 
Also please see necessary Disclaimer on our website (www.gallup.com.pk). Gallup Pakistan takes responsibility for only its 
own polls on Pakistan. 


