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A majority of Pakistani urbanites believe the religion has an increasing 
influence on people: Gallup Pakistan Survey 
 
Islamabad: February 9, 2007 
 
According to results of Gallup Pakistan’s latest survey on ‘Religion’, most people believe that the 
influence of religion is increasing on people over the past few years. 
 
When asked if the influence of religion on people is increasing in Pakistan, a little less than half 
(44%) responded in the affirmative as compared to 24% who opined that its influence on people 
is decreasing. While, 29% think there has been no change in the influence of religion and 3% did 
not give a response to the question. 
 
During the survey, respondents were asked whether they think various practices are acceptable in 
the light of religion. There is considerable consensus on issues related to attributing divinity to 
mortals; a clear majority believes such practices are wrong. For example, kissing or bowing at 
graves of elders or to think they are not required to fulfill obligatory religious practices. In the 
same way, more or less all individuals believe the religious importance of alms and charity is 
correct but there is sharp division of opinion on various other issues. There is equal consent as 
well as opposition concerning Urs and Qawwalis. Nearly two-thirds believe making concrete 
graves is a wrongful act and one-third thinks it is ok to do so. 57% of the respondents believe 
giving offerings (Nazr Niyaz) in the memory of their elders is acceptable whereas 43% opine that 
this is not the case. 
 

Opinions Regarding Various Rituals in the Light of Religion
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This survey was conducted by Gallup Pakistan, affiliated with Gallup International, on a sample 
of over 1000 respondents in the urban areas of all four provinces of Pakistan. This sample was 
statistically selected across all ages, income groups and educational levels. The error margin for a 
sample of this kind is estimated to be + 5% at a 95% confidence level. 
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Z /ȹ  lĲ lرا� kı 26aǖŔا kı ںb@œ̉  k~/Ǒ /m͇ @ ƌ

͏ ͈ ͆ ͈ ±͆ ̈́ ͅ†ħ ͉  
lư /Ɲھ رa: A:5 5/ اƟ@ƃ añƙ ںbľbŶ ͌ ͋ ͇ ͆ ͌ 1Ĺ |>وے8  ͈ Šãµ  

şا|لام اZ/د
  ٢٠٠7 ؛õ>ورى ٩: ٓ

 lĲ ن/Ǒ /m 6ˑͅ†ħ ͉ Ǒ͈8'5Ɵ@ƃ͌'lǤ  A: œ͈ ͉lǤ  ͏ ť Z /ȹ  lĲ :9 /Ǒ  lĲ ؤےa8 êǠƁ/� ͇ @ ƌ
͏ ͅ6̈́ ͈ kı ن/Ǒ /mͅ†ħ ͉26aǖŔ͈ا œ̉ی ͆ 5/  ͇آm/دی͆± 

ĺ ںbŶ/¡ >Ǒ  êǠ¸@ņ êC lư ل/Ǒ̈́ �͉ �ͅ ͆ ͌ ͈ bľbŶ /5 5Ɵ@ƃ͉ں : ̈́ ͌A ھa: A:͇ا ư/Ɲ͌ر ͆   l۔͋

 b@ lư /Ɲھ رa: A:5 5/ اƟ@ƃ añƙ ن/Ǒ /ml´ ل/Ǒ  lĲ ان A:ا /Ǒ  /̞ b@ l´ ؤں>Ǒ >mاb� 5�ͅ ͌ ͋ ͇ ͉͆ ͌ ͈ ͅ† � 8 Ơ͌ħ ͉ ͈ ͈ ͇̈́ �͉ ̈́ ͇ ͇YȪs̈́  ذرا l´  _ĭ bŶľںb 
(44%)l� ̈́دی۔ lرا� êë ͏ ͈ êʔǑ͇�͇24%   ۔lư /Ɲر bƩ _ĭ A:اس 5/ ا añƙ lرا� kı͌ ͋ ͌ ͆ ͈ ͏29% añƙ ن/Ǒ /m Z /ȹ  lĲ ͈ ͅ†ħ ͉ ͇ @ ƌ

a: añ̚ا اؤر  lĲ 5Ɵ@ƃ͉ ا:hĎ k~b@ añƙ Aق  ͈ |̈́ ̈́ ͏ ͈ ͆ ͌3% l� ̈́۔/mد añ̚ ͈اس m/ث b� k~b@ /5اب  ͇͈ |̈́ ͇ ͏  

˗U۔   /m añƳ 7£ؤہ در añƙ lرا� kı ہ>Ǒ >mاb� /mآ êC /Ǒ  /̞ b@ añƙ رے/m lĲ ںb ͈ǝ A:a8 Y˚ a8ï̈́ؤے lĲ دؤران  ͈ ͇ ͈ ͈ ͇͈ ͈ ͈͌ ͏ ̈́ Ơ͌ 8͇ �͉ ͉ Ɨ ͅǑǮ̈́Ƈ
@/ȅ Z ا iث، �` 5/  /ɓ  Tɚ̈́ r̈́ ˛ɓ ͇>ͅ ͇ ƃ ƍ >،lư l´ lǤ b͌ں @b �<ا~k 5/ در�ê د ̈́ �͈ ͇

͏ ̈́ lư jǣ  U˗  26aǖŔری ا/̞  b@Ɔ ͌ ͅ ̲Ǽ͇ˬ® ï̈́ ͈ ͆ }͇ lĲ ل/Ǒ͆
añ̚۔ Ǒ<ی لازم  /m kı داث/Ǒ êC /Ǒ ان :hĎ Aض   êë /m /mA: ہ>ǫ  A: ؤںaǖĞ kı ںbľرa: A: ورá͈ |̈́ ̈́ ̈́6͇ e ̡͉ ͈͇ ̈́ ͉ͅ ͉ ͇ ͉Ǽ͇ˬ® ͈ ̈́ ͇7 ͇ êĘ>» l´ حhÚ j³ا ͅ

ɚ  `ʓ  añƳ lǤ RǗ �̂/م اhĎاد در7£  ĭ b@ 7Ǔ_ ؤ   j ͇ǣ @ƃ kı اثaǖ�>͇ Ǒ͈ŭ ͈ ͌ ͅ ̲Ǽ͇ˬ® ̈́ ͅ ͈ n͇ ͈ ͆ǥǒ͈� Ʊ͌ ͈ lư _Ǟș؛̈́  lرا� A: ثi /ɓ  Aʝ T͌ د ͈ ɳͅwͅ ͏ ͉ ƃ ƍ m͈ jǣ  ̈́ ɧ>͈
Yŵ/ǫ۔ :hس اؤ  Tɚ bŶ Tɚ̈́Ƈگ �/añƳ jƕ اؤر  ͇ ͇> >͈ ͈ر bĕاA: kż �̂/26 اؤر ͌ ͉ ͅ/Ǒ hĎ آراء kı 7ɯ /ǫ͇ 6͈ ͅ ̈́ ŵ Ƈً̈́/ʇ   b@ ؤںaǖĞ ۔añƳ A:اA: s͉ ͇ ͅ ͈ ͌ ͇ ͇ 

 b@ l�A:̈́/Ǒ hĎ͇ 6͈ ًͅ k~/̄  \mاؤر ا U˗  k~/̄ ͏ دؤ  ͏ͅ ͅ| |͈ ï̈́٪ b@ lǤ Ǒ/ز د añƳ lǤ۔ :aرbľں m kı/د m añƙ@ر  ̈́در7£  ͅ�͈ ̲͈ ͈6̈́ ̈́ ͈ ͈͇ ͌ Ǽ͇ˬ®57٪ اؤر <Ǖ  ǿ͈943 
añƳ lǤ۔  U˗͈ ͌ ͅ ̲Ǽ͇ˬ® ï̈́  

œ̉ی  lĲ ںb@b@  رؤں/� lĲ \ˏ  l� ن/Ǒ /m 6ˑ ͆±a8 êëؤے  ͇ ͉ ƃ ̈́ ͅ†ħ ͉ Ǒ͈8 ͈ ñƙ ںbĕi͈ ͅ ïǭ  A: ورá  k~/m¹̂/ر ä́Ǖͅ ̈́ǥƄ ͉
ͅ
͈ ͆5 2000 ĺ 

j̰۔  kŃ>Ǒ /̂� kı ںb@رb@ د اؤرhƈ lŽؤا lǤ Z ر  ĺ _Ǟˣ ˭h، اk~>ƃ اؤر   Y˚  añƙ `� /Ǒ  ĺ اد hĎا >mزا}ͅ ̈́ 6͏ 8̈́ ͅ ̈́ ̲Œ ˛ɓ>ͅ Ǒ͈ ɓ>ͅ ̈́ ٓ ü ͅǮ̈́Ƈ ͈ ͇ ͈ ̈́ ͏ 

 


