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Most Pakistani urbanites believe a child’s profession should be of his/her
own free will: Gallup Pakistan Survey

Dated: March 30, 2007

A recent survey on “Society” by Gallup Pakistan reveals that a majority (60%) of
Pakistan’s urban population believes a child should generally opt for a career from
his/her own free will. Still, a little over one-third (39%) thinks a child’s profession
should be of his/her parent’s choice and 1% does not know. <br><br>

While almost half of the respondents (48%) would want their children to adopt the
same profession as their own, 36% said they would leave it up to their children to
decide. Others (16%) named various other professions. <br><br>

Interestingly, even though one might expect someone whose occupation is of
his/her personal will, to also leave the decision of their child’s profession on the
child himself/herself, almost half (47%) of those respondents whose present
profession is of their own choice, instead said they’d want their children to adopt
the same career as their own and others (15%) named other miscellaneous
professions. Another 38% said this would be solely their children’s decision.
<br><br>

This survey by Gallup Pakistan, an affiliate of Gallup International, was conducted
on a sample of over 1100 respondents in urban areas of all four provinces of
Pakistan. This sample was statistically selected across all ages, income groups and
educational levels. The error margin for a sample of this kind is estimated to be +
5% at a 95% confidence level.

Q. "What profession would you like your children to adopt?"
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