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GENERATION GAP ON POLITICAL ISSUES BUT NOT ON RELIGION AND
CULTURE

According to a recent Gallup poll the issue of Generations Gap has a peculiar charter in
Pakistan. It is visibly present on political issues, but not on religious or cultural matters.

The Survey was conducted by Gallup Pakistan with a representative set of rural and urban
households all over the country. 26% of those surveyed said their views on politics differed
from those of their parents where as only 4% expressed any differences with their parents on
religious issues. Moral and cultural issues were placed in the middle. 6% of the sample
differed with their parents on ethical or moral issues and 10% differed on social values or
norms.

The Gallup Survey revealed a remarkable sense of harmony, or what could also be
interpreted as conservatism, across generation in the same socio-economic class. Controlling
for socio-economic class, 93% of the sample said their views on religion were the same as
those of their parents. 91% claimed harmony of views with their parents on moral values and
82% on social values. Politics was most contentious, but even in politics Pakistani society
shows a fair degree of harmony between parents and children of the same class. 67% of the
sample claimed to share political views with their parents.
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