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IQBAL, SHAH BATAI, REHMAN BABA ARE THE MOST POPULAR POETS

A recent Gallup poll on: *“who is your most liked poet?” shows Igbal on top favoured by
57% of those who were able to answer this question. He was followed, though by a sizeable
margin, by Shah Abdul Latif Bhatai the renowned mystic of Sindh who was favoured by 9%.
54% were unable to mention the name of any poet. The third position in the order of priority
was scored by Rahman Baba, the renowned pushto poet. Tow among the classical Urdu poets
appeared in the list Ghalib (4%) and Mir Tagi Mir (2%). Among the modern period poets
only Faiz appeared on the list. He scored 2%. A large number of other poets were also
mentioned but none of them was acclaimed by the minimum score of 1% of the respondents
in this nationally conducted Gallup Survey.

Survey findings show that Igbal, Bhatai and Rahman Baba have a following of fans across
social classes, but the other three prominent poets are largely restricted to the upscale social
strata. One third of Igbal’s fans belong to the upper income strata. Comparable figures for
other prominent poets are: Shah Bhatai 13%, Rahman Baba 4%, Ghalib 35%, Mir Taqgi Mir
45%, and Faiz 48%.
The Survey was conducted by Gallup Pakistan with statistically selected sample in 200 rural
and urban localities in all the four provinces of the country.

Table
Question: Who is the most liked poet?

Those who responded

% %
Igbal 57 26
Shah Bhatai 9 4
Rahman Baba 4 2
Ghalib 4 2
Mir Taqgi Mir 2 1
Faiz 2 1
Others 22 10
No opinion - 54

Page 2 of 2




