
  
 
Indian music widely popular in Pakistan but listenership is increasingly 
shared with Pakistani music: Gallup Survey 

Islamabad: 1st December 2006 
 
Although Indian songs continue to enjoy high popularity in Pakistan, their exclusive 
hold on listenership has declined over the past 25 years. These findings have emerged 
from a recent survey by Gallup Pakistan on Media Habits. The survey revealed that 
almost one-third (37%) of the Pakistani population prefers to buy cassettes of Indian 
songs over any other, while less than one-fourth (19%) prefer only Pakistani songs. 
However, 38% like to listen to both Pakistani and Indian music. 
 
The same survey was conducted by Gallup Pakistan a number of times since 1980, 
revealing that exclusive preference for Indian music was as high as 54% in 1980, which 
declined to 50% in 2000 before dropping significantly to 37% in 2006, at present. 
 
Exclusive listenership of Pakistani music nearly doubled from 27% to 42% during the 
years 1980 – 2000. However, it dropped significantly to 19% in 2006, showing an 
increasing trend for listenership of both Pakistani and Indian music. When asked, 
analysts at Gallup Pakistan explained this pattern by saying that greater access to Indian 
music through cable/satellite TV has blurred the distinction between Indian and 
Pakistani music. Hence creating the trend of listening to both, rather than exclusively 
preferring either Pakistani or Indian songs. 
 
The survey was conducted by Gallup Pakistan, affiliated with Gallup International, and 
was based on a sample of over 1200 respondents in the urban areas of all four provinces 
across Pakistan. This sample was statistically selected to cover all age groups, income 
and educational levels. The error margin in this kind of survey is estimated to be +5% at 
a 95% confidence level. 
 

Question: Which of songs, on cassettes (or similar modes), do you listen to more 
often? 

Percent of Respondents 
 Sep 2006 Oct 2000 Jan 1980 
Pakistani  19 42 27 
Indian 37 50 54 
Both 38 4 19 
No Response 6 3 - 

Source:  Gallup Pakistan Survey 



  
 

  `ú?mا \m j̰ ̄/~k اm/دی ا  \mا /Ǒ hɲ͈ ̈́ ͅ }͇ ͇ ͈ٓ ͅ͏ |ͅ ً
͇ 6͈ ͅ wb@/5̈́ںb@  kě/mͅ ͇lư jǣ Ǖ> د A: A: 5£ ͌ ͅ �͈ ͈�͇ ͅ   a8 6ˑǑ͈8ؤے8 ͉

şا|لام اZ/د
>èĻد|١ :ٓ ş٢٠٠6 ؛ 

  

 Aʝ ،lư رb̐  kě/5 añƙ ںbǝ͈ /Ǒ /m \m j̰ jɿ ا bƏ `ú ?mا \¡ l�ƃ ͌ ȕ͆Ɖ ̈́ ͈ �̈́ ͅ†ħ ͉ ͅ }͇ ͅ ÿ͈¢ ͈ ̈́ ͆ ͇¸a:͆Ǡͅê 25b@ اس añƙ ںbŶ/¡ ͈ فa: `ú ?m͈ا   @b@/5̈́bں ̈́
˺j ا  añƙ اد>ɓ  kı ںbŶؤا lǤٓ Ő ͈ >ͅ ̈́ ̈́ǥȆ§6ˑ  :9 /Ǒ  êë ۔lư jǣ  Ǒ͈8 ͏ ͅ6̈́ ͈ ͌ ͏ ť  ن/Ǒ /mͅ†ħ ͉êǠƁ/� \mا lĲ͈ ͈ ĺ ؤےa8 l� ا lǤ /¡͏ ٓ ̈́ Ɨ ؤےa8 ۔
/Ǒ hɲ  kı ن/Ǒ /m êC اbƩ مb˛  ĺً
͇ 6͈ †ͅ wͅ ͅ ħ ͉ ͌ ɓƍ   k~/̄  \mا ͏ |ͅ ͈(37%) `ú?mدی ا/mا  ͈ ̈́ ͇ ̞/~b@/5̈́  kںٓ b� \mا êʔ  ،lư jǣ Ǖ> د A: A: 5£ b@ ͏ }ͅ ͉ ͈ Ǒ͇ �͇ ͌ ͅ �͈ ͈�͇ ͅ ͉

ĭ ĺ͇_ اm/دی  ٓ (29%) k~/Ǒ /m̈́ ͅ†ħ ͅ @b@/5̈́ kě/m bں͉
lư jǣ۔ اؤرb@/5̈́ں͇ Ǖ> د A: A: ͌ ͅ �͈ ͈�͇ ͅ ͉38%  k~/Ǒ /m اؤر `ú?mں اb@گ دؤbŶ ̈́ ͅ†ħ ͉ ͈ ̈́ ̈́�/5l̈́ /Ǒ  ̈́ ǔ̈́¢

añƳ l�A: >Ǒ͈۔  ͌ ͅ ̈́†r͉  
 

Ǒ/ن a8 j̖|͈2980 ĺ 6ˑǑ͈8ؤے /mͅ†ħ ͉ l�̈́Ǒ   êΗ hƈ jǣ  ͈ 8 6͇ ͅ ͏ œاbƩ مb˛  ĺ Q� ،lư /͌ ɓƍ ͇ ͌êC 2980añƙ ͈ فa: `ú?mا ͈  @b@/5̈́ bں̈́
ɓ<اد 54%  b� ،دی <Ǖ A: l� ںb ͈ǝ /Ǒ /m >ͅ ͇ ͈�͇ ͅ

̈́ �̈́ ͅ†ħ ͉2 000 añƙ ͈A:  A: 50% ḥ jǣ اؤر   ;Ǖ  \m  }͉ ͏ ť ̈́ ̘|͉ ͅ2 ɓ<اد 006  êë añƙ >ͅ ͈   A:   A:  37% اؤر͈
 \mͅbƩ͌ ۔jǣ͏ ť  

  
2980 ĺ 2 000 \m ͅفa:اد>ɓ  kı ںbŶؤا lǤ  l�/5 k~/Ǒ /m >ͅ ̈́ ̈́ǥ¢ ̈́ ̈́ ͅ†ħ ͉ jǣ Ǒ/ د hɲ̈́ ť ُ ً ͇ 6͈ ͅ wͅ bƩ͌ A: 2 7% ĺ 42 % \m ͅ;Ǖ̘̈́|͉ ۔j̰  jǣ  }ͅ ͏ ť

 êʔǑ͇�͇2 006 A: A: اد>ɓ  êë añƙ >ͅ ͈ ͈29%5 lǤ  l�/5 k~/Ǒ /m اؤر `ú?mں اb@دؤ añƙ ںbľbŶ اؤر jǣ  bƩ \m ̈́ ̈́ǥ¢ ̈́ ̈́ ͅ†ħ ͉ ͈ ̈́ ̈́ ͈ ͏ ť ͌ ͅ Q� ،lư /Ǒ ǫ/ن :aھ  ͇/ ر ͌ ͈ 8 ͇ �͇ ُ
êؤ� kı͇ëh ͇ǰ  ͈ 9ͅ¸a: añƙ ن/Ǒ /m añƙ hȾ  kı رؤں/ʙ  ê͆ ͈ ͈ͅ†ħ ͉ ̈́ ǘ s̈́Ǡͅ ۔lư ن/ǫ bƩ /Ǒا ر a: /5 lǤ ˔a د  A: 36i ^ اؤر   l´ lÎh: >Ǒ  ê͌ �͇ ͇͌ ͅƺ �̈́ ̲ʱ�͈ ̈́Ǒ ǔ͈�͉ ͉ ͏ ͊Ǒ ǔ͈¢ Ǒ͇ǔ͈Ň ̈́ ͉

k~/Ǒ اؤر اb@/5 `ú?mں hĎ añƙق �ú 9ù/m /5 l�A: _Ǟ` رlư /Ɲ۔ /m b�͌ ͋ ͇ ͇ ͉̈́ ͅ ̈́ ̈́ ͈ ̈́ ͈ ̈́ ̈́ ͅ†ħ ͇  
  

Ǒ/ن a8 êë͈ 6ˑǑ͈8ؤے /mͅ†ħ ͉ l�̈́ 5ǭ  A: ورá  jȗ /¡ añƙ ںb@b@  رؤں/� lĲ \ˏ  ̈́ Ǖͅ ̈́ǥƄ ͉ Ǘ̈́n͏ ͈ ͇ ͉ ƃ22 00 >mزا ĺ͏b�͇اm͇ /Ǒ  l´ ؤں>Ǒ >͈ 8 Ơ͌̈́
j̰۔   kŃ>Ǒ /̂� kı ںb@رb@ د اؤرhƈ lŽؤا lǤ Z ر  l´ _Ǟˣ ˭h، اk~>ƃ اؤر   Y˚  añƙ `�}ͅ ̈́6͏ ̈́ ͅ ̈́ ̲Œ ˛ɓ>ͅ Ǒ͈ ɓ>ͅ ̈́ ٓ ü ͅǮ̈́Ƈ ͈ ͇  

 


