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Federal and Provincial Capitals most popular cities amongst urbanites in
Pakistan: Gallup Pakistan Survey

Islamabad: February 23, 2007

Gallup Pakistan’s recently conducted survey results suggest that Lahore, Karachi and Islamabad
are the most liked cities of Pakistan. 20% of the sample of over 1100 urbanites maintained that
Lahore is their favorite city, closely followed by Karachi and Islamabad (19% and 18%
respectively). While 41% named various different cities, 2% either did not know or gave no
response to the question.

At the other end of the spectrum, nearly one-third (30%) of the people said there wasn’t any city
that they disliked most. Amongst cities that were specifically named by the remaining
respondents, Lahore (10%), Karachi (9%) and Multan (5%) topped the list of most disliked
cities. 34% of the respondents quoted various other cities and 13% said they do not know or
gave no response.

In the same survey, respondents were also inquired about the city they thought to be the
cleanest, to which Islamabad (64%) was pointed out by a clear majority. 10% nominated Lahore
as the cleanest city and Karachi by 6%. 16% named other cities while 4% said they do not know
or gave no response.

While an equal number believed Karachi and Lahore are the dirtiest cities of the country (12%
each), 10% said there was no one city which is the dirtiest. An equal number also believed
Faisalabad and Hyderabad are the dirtiest (6% each), whereas 34% named various other cities.
21% did not know or gave no response to the question.

It was observed that 21% of the urban population would prefer to reside in Karachi, while
similar numbers would like to opt for living in Lahore and Islamabad (18% each). While 3% of
the people either did not know or gave no response, the remaining figure was divided amongst
various other cities of Pakistan.

Analysts at Gallup Pakistan attribute these results partly to the public’s bias for cities of their
current residence and also to the lack of exposure to other cities to some extent.

This survey by Gallup Pakistan, affiliated with Gallup International, was conducted on a sample
of over 1100 respondents in urban areas of all four provinces of Pakistan. This sample was
statistically selected across all ages, income groups and educational levels. The error margin for a
sample of this kind is estimated to be + 5% at a 95% confidence level.

Q. "Which is your favorite city in Pakistan?"

O Islamabad
B Karachi
4% OLahore
3% O Peshawar
O Quetta

@ Others
ODK/NR

18%
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