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A majority of Pakistani urbanites support ban on Basant Gallup Survey

Islamabad: January 26, 2007

Gallup Pakistan’s latest survey results on ‘Society’ show that even though views are divided, a
majority of Pakistan’s urban population claims to support ban on Basant. These results were
noted when respondents were asked to express their opinions on Basant celebrations in
Pakistan.

When asked “In some people’s opinion, there should be a ban on celebrating Basant whereas some are
against it. Are you in favor of or against a ban on Basant?” more than half (58%) responded by
saying they are in favor of a ban and 42% said they are opposed to it.

Interestingly, considering that Punjab is the country’s hub for Basant celebrations, a relatively
larger number living in Punjab (55%) favors a ban on Basant than those who oppose it (45%)
there. Apparently, the passionate kite-flying leading to accidents and loss of life in recent years
is a factor contributing to this view.

Referring to a recent announcement by the Punjab Government to lift the ban on Basant,
people were also asked whether they believed this decision was a good one. Although one-
fourth of the people claimed to think that the Punjab Government has taken a good step by
lifting the ban, a clear majority (57%) opined it is a bad one; 18% do not know.

This survey was conducted by Gallup Pakistan, affiliated with Gallup International, on a
sample of over 1100 respondents in the urban areas of all four provinces of Pakistan. This
sample was statistically selected across all ages, income groups and educational levels. The
error margin for a sample of this kind is estimated to be + 5% at a 95% confidence level.

""Are you in favor of a ban on celebrating Basant?"
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