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Majority of Pakistan’s urbanites believe Punjab Minister’s assassin should
be given severest punishment: Gallup Pakistan Survey

Dated: March 16, 2007

Gallup Pakistan recently carried out a survey on what the public opinion is regarding the
assassination of Punjab Minister, Zill-e-Huma. While 20% of Pakistan’s urban population is
unaware of it, 80% has either read or heard about the incident.

Findings from this Public Opinion Poll on “Society & Crime” suggest that amongst those who
have knowledge of the episode, over two-thirds (69%) believe the assassin should be given the
utmost punishment, whereas 17% think he should be pardoned and about 15% do not know
what the outcome should be.

Half of all the respondents think that people who spread evil in the society also have the right to
live and should be rehabilitated. On the contrary, 37% maintain that such people should be
executed and 13% do not know.

This survey by Gallup Pakistan, an affiliate of Gallup International, was conducted on a sample
of over 1150 respondents in urban areas of all four provinces of Pakistan. This sample was
statistically selected across all ages, income groups and educational levels. The error margin for a
sample of this kind is estimated to be + 5% at a 95% confidence level.

Q. "Do you think the utmost punishment should be meted out to
the assassin or should he be pardoned?"
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