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Most Pakistanis Disapprove of Valentine’s Day Celebrations: Gallup
Pakistan Survey

Dated: March 2, 2007

84% of Pakistan’s urban population has either heard or read about recent developments
regarding Valentine’s Day celebrations in Pakistan, while the remaining hasn’t. Furthermore, a
majority does not support such celebrations. These findings have emerged from Gallup
Pakistan’s latest Public Opinion Poll on “Society”.

Respondents were also asked to give their personal opinions on whether they are in favor,
against or indifferent to Valentine’s Day celebrations. An apparent majority (45%) claimed to be
against such celebrations, while 22% said they were of favor of them. According to 28%, it
makes no difference; those who would like to celebrate the occasion may do so and those against
it, may refrain from doing so. Another 6% did not give a response.

People were also questioned as to what they thought Valentine’s Day was about. A little over
half (52%) believed it to be “a day to express love” and 28% said it is “a day of friendship”.
While 11% either did not give a response or do not know what it’s about, 5% associated various
negative connotations to the occasion, ranging from “excessive freedom for girls and boys” to
“obscenity” and “a tradition of the Jews/Christians” etc.

This survey by Gallup Pakistan, an affiliate of Gallup International, was conducted on a sample
of over 1150 respondents in urban areas of all four provinces of Pakistan. This sample was
statistically selected across all ages, income groups and educational levels. The error margin for a
sample of this kind is estimated to be + 5% at a 95% confidence level.

"Q. Some people think celebrating such an ocassion is an imitation of the West,
while some say Muslims can celebrate it equally. What is your opinion?"
(n = 987; Those who have read/heard about recent celebrations in Pakistan)

14%

O An imitation of the West

H A day equally for

0
23% Muslims

ODon't Know/No
Response




GALLUP GALLUP

ffiliated wi allup Internationa
IN TE R NA TI 0 NA L Wd eaerin kinRach & Cnsultacy
7 . ) .
. ! M &
g}/d@/@%ujaﬂifé be'as wbiky dk‘/@a«:/[
4 v

y..<c@\ny:>\gT‘»L\

bbb g LI b ity e p 20 T 52840 Sl
G L Lt d? e g o e A L g1 B e by
T e W E S e L g e o

IgE; J o ﬁ&/iu:g‘ﬁ% L«ﬁi!ﬂeﬁ;’,d w;)QLngﬁf%aaL))M,yli
e b d_ gy g W e L 28l g £ 1220 L pestls £
YN NS PR

(5204 e o PE b St U6 L T Wy o =
T M G e € (E e b2 o et S o
MU L G G &7 &l g1 50 o S

S o I gl s ot B L

e M50 _F b L p Uit g L i uygLJLuu@%’Q’/,
-jd;&‘Ju;/fjs’)/L‘sé/dj¢ ﬁ})'d»T/;Jf;wgf'g¢Jlf",C|f




