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49%0 Believe That The Function Of Mehendi On Weddings Is
A Non Muslim Tradition; However 53% Say It Should Be
Celebrated: GILANI POLL/GALLUP PAKISTAN

Islamabad, June 23, 2010

According to a Gilani Research Foundation survey carried out by Gallup Pakistan, almost half
(49%) of all Pakistanis are of the opinion that the function of Mehendi on weddings is a non-
Muslim practice while 32% say it is a Muslim tradition, and 19% state they don’t know. However,
53% believe that the occasion of Mehendi should be celebrated, 45% say the function should not
take place, and 2% have given no response.

Mehendi (also called 'Hena') is an organic cosmetic. It is part of bridal beautification. But the term
'Mehendi’ or ‘Rasme Hena’ is also used to describe a special occasion prior to the wedding
ceremony. The ceremony revolves around applying Mehendi as a cosmetic, but the occasion is
also a joyous affair with music, sometimes dance, and other ceremonies. It is sometimes single
gender and sometimes a mixed gender celebration. In Pakistan there is a difference of view on the
desirability of celebrating this custom. There is a debate on whether this is a financially
burdensome addition to wedding celebrations. There is also a debate on whether this is a custom
that goes beyond or in violation of Muslim marriage ceremonies as well as a debate on whether it
is an imitation of traditions which are strongly identified with the marriage ceremonies practiced
by the followers of Hindu faith.

A nationally representative sample of men and women from across the country were asked the
following question: “Some people believe that the function of Mehendi on weddings is a part of non-
Muslim culture where as others say it is a Muslim tradition, what is your view?” Forty nine (49%)
perceived Mehendi to be a part of non-Muslim culture where as 32% believed it to be a Muslim
tradition. 19% were uncertain as they said they don’t know.

The survey findings show that relatively speaking, more men (53%) than women (45%) took
Mehendi as a non-Islamic function. Surprisingly the findings also reveal that proportionately a
higher percentage of urbanites (54%) were of the view that Mehendi is a non-Muslim practice as
compared to their rural counterparts (47%).

“Some people believe that the function of Mehendi on weddings is a part of non-Muslim culture
where as others say it is a Muslim tradition, what is your view?”
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Source: Gilani Poll conducted by Gallup Pakistan,
the Pakistani affiliate of Gallup International Association (www.gallup-international.com; www.gallup.com.pk)

In a follow up question the respondents were asked “Some people are of the opinion that the
function of Mehendi on weddings should not take place while others say it should not be celebrated.



What is your opinion??” Fifty three percent (53%) mentioned that it should be celebrated as
opposed to 45% who said that there should be no such function . 2% gave no response.

The survey results show that comparatively more women (56%) are in favour of celebrating the
Mehendi function than men (50%).

“Some people are of the opinion that the function of Mehendi on weddings should not
take place while others say it should not be celebrated.
What is your opinion?”
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Source: Gilani Poll conducted by Gallup Pakistan,
the Pakistani affiliate of Gallup International Association (www.gallup-international.com; www.gallup.com.pk)

The study was released by Gilani foundation and carried out by Gallup Pakistan, the Pakistani
affiliate of Gallup International. The recent survey was carried out among a sample of 2731 men
and women in rural and urban areas of all four provinces of the country, during May 2010. Error
margin is estimated to be approximately + 2-3 per cent at 95% confidence level.

Gallup Pakistan proposes that its poll results be attributed as Gilani Poll conducted by Gallup Pakistan, the
Pakistani affiliate of Gallup International. This is to distinguish our polls from polls on Pakistan sometimes released by other
organizations not part of Gallup International Association (www.gallup-international.com) and referred to by the same title.
Also please see necessary Disclaimer on our website (www.gallup.com.pk). Gallup Pakistan takes responsibility for only its
own polls on Pakistan.

For more survey data on social and other issues see website www.gallup.com.pk

For any queries please contact:
Ms. Hira Hasan Phone: +92-51-2655630

Research Executive E-mail: hira.hasan@gallup.com.pk
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