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According to a Gilani Research Foundation survey carried out by Gallup Pakistan, almost half 
(49%) of all Pakistanis are of the opinion that the function of Mehendi on weddings is a non-
Muslim practice while 32% say it is a Muslim tradition, and 19% state they don’t know. However, 
53% believe that the occasion of Mehendi should be celebrated, 45% say the function should not 
take place, and 2% have given no response.  
 
Mehendi (also called 'Hena') is an organic cosmetic. It is part of bridal beautification. But the term 
'Mehendi’ or ‘Rasme Hena’ is also used to describe a special occasion prior to the wedding 
ceremony. The ceremony revolves around applying Mehendi as a cosmetic, but the occasion is 
also a joyous affair with music, sometimes dance, and other ceremonies. It is sometimes single 
gender and sometimes a mixed gender celebration. In Pakistan there is a difference of view on the 
desirability of celebrating this custom. There is a debate on whether this is a financially 
burdensome addition to wedding celebrations. There is also a debate on whether this is a custom 
that goes beyond or in violation of Muslim marriage ceremonies as well as a debate on whether it 
is an imitation of traditions which are strongly identified with the marriage ceremonies practiced 
by the followers of Hindu faith. 
 
A nationally representative sample of men and women from across the country were asked the 
following question: “Some people believe that the function of Mehendi on weddings is a part of non-
Muslim culture where as others say it is a Muslim tradition, what is your view?” Forty nine (49%) 
perceived Mehendi to be a part of non-Muslim culture where as 32% believed it to be a Muslim 
tradition. 19% were uncertain as they said they don’t know.  
 
The survey findings show that relatively speaking, more men (53%) than women (45%) took 
Mehendi as a non-Islamic function. Surprisingly the findings also reveal that proportionately a 
higher percentage of urbanites (54%) were of the view that Mehendi is a non-Muslim practice as 
compared to their rural counterparts (47%).  
 

“Some people believe that the function of Mehendi on weddings is a part of non-Muslim culture 
where as others say it is a Muslim tradition, what is your view?” 
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Source: Gilani Poll conducted by Gallup Pakistan, 
the Pakistani affiliate of Gallup International Association (www.gallup-international.com; www.gallup.com.pk) 

 
 
In a follow up question the respondents were asked “Some people are of the opinion that the 
function of Mehendi on weddings should not take place while others say it should not be celebrated.  



 

What is your opinion??” Fifty three percent (53%) mentioned that it should be celebrated as 
opposed to 45% who said that there should be no such function . 2% gave no response. 
 
The survey results show that comparatively more women (56%) are in favour of celebrating the 
Mehendi function than men (50%). 
 

“Some people are of the opinion that the function of Mehendi on weddings should not 
 take place while others say it should not be celebrated.  

What is your opinion?” 
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Source: Gilani Poll conducted by Gallup Pakistan, 
the Pakistani affiliate of Gallup International Association (www.gallup-international.com; www.gallup.com.pk) 

 
 
The study was released by Gilani foundation and carried out by Gallup Pakistan, the Pakistani 
affiliate of Gallup International. The recent survey was carried out among a sample of 2731 men 
and women in rural and urban areas of all four provinces of the country, during May 2010. Error 
margin is estimated to be approximately + 2-3 per cent at 95% confidence level. 
 

Gallup Pakistan proposes that its poll results be attributed as Gilani Poll conducted by Gallup Pakistan, the 
Pakistani affiliate of Gallup International. This is to distinguish our polls from polls on Pakistan sometimes released by other 
organizations not part of Gallup International Association (www.gallup-international.com) and referred to by the same title. 
Also please see necessary Disclaimer on our website (www.gallup.com.pk). Gallup Pakistan takes responsibility for only its 
own polls on Pakistan. 

 
For more survey data on social and other issues see website www.gallup.com.pk  
For any queries please contact: 
Ms. Hira Hasan    Phone:   +92-51-2655630 
Research Executive      E-mail: hira.hasan@gallup.com.pk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 
  

 `ȓ ?mؤ/ĉ چaȊ k~i͆ ر r͈ ̈́ ̈́ r͈
̈́ Ǒ͈8 jƯ/ĉاؤر ر j˺  \m͌ا ̈́ Ǟ͈ˣɓ>ͅ ͈m b� lư 8ʈ ͉ :Aؤ ͇ ͌ Ǒ͈ �͇ êëbȫ ¡/ز اؤر͉ ȑورؤں،  Ǒ/ء،  دا  lĲ ḥ  /Ǒ Ǒ/ن اؤر د /͇ ǘ̈́ ˒ 6 †Ɨ ͆ r̈́ ͇ Õ }͇ ͈ ̈́ ُ ͅ ħAʝ lǤ ؤاlŽ اhĎاد m͈ \mد j ر ͉ǣ ͅ د ̈́ ̈́ ̲Œ ș͉ǱŮ

lư /m/ǫ aȊچ  aȊ ر /¡ ^ ͌<و ͅ ͉ Ǖ̘̈́|͉ r͈ Ǘ̈́n͏     ۔͆¡
Z<| T>اè¿ Sś ®/م UŚ /`<ö؛ éýö/Z Qö Pt/ن ¿è راUȾ Q¿/� UÒ |>وے ãلا   �ã ŏ/ز  ]ý>چ õ/وNĂ[:Ã ڈاôö ا ãOلا  OŠ Š Š ŠŢ ş ş ± T µ ġ Ù T µÆ ÆŠ Š Šȁ ş < UȾ U ر Š<ö 9ĥ  Ȝľ¿

؛ èư /ZO Š TÆ ş   ƬƖُاUŠ ںP1980     لاã  ôö۔ ڈاS ã/د ر  T éýö/Z 1Ĺ/ن   è¿T µ ľZÆ Š Š< Ň° ş ± Ţ Šãµ O Š   Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) 
èư UŚ  Ud/Ê=Z è¿ ںPç Pçر Pƹ وف<ę  T  è  اور T  SŊö اور èư 6 ڈىZا U�O O OŠ Š Š Š Š Šر Ţ Šï| Ã ¿ Ĭ ĬŠ Ĺ Ĺ¿ ¿< TŢ] Lĩ şð ا

ٓèư è¿ èð UȾ ن/éýö/Z 1Ĺ  O NŠ Š Š< Ţ Ţ Šãµ ۔  
 

49%Ǒ  añƙ ںb@د/¡ añƙ ل/Ǒ  lĲ ̈́ ̇ �Ɠ ͈ ͈͈ ͆ ͈ lư jƕi؛ ̈́ aǖĄ 06hɲ ا  kı ی>͌ ¡ ͈ ̈́ ͈ ͅ wͅ 53%  اس añƙ ل/Ǒ  lĲ ͈ ͈ �̈́
lǤ /� /m/Ǒ  b@ 06hɲ͏ ǥ͈ƞ͌ ͉ ̈́ ̈́Ɔ ͈ ͅ wͅ 8 

  k~ḯ Ǒ͈8`ȓ ?mؤ/ĉ چaȊ ͆ر r͈ ̈́ ̈́ r͈ن/Ǒ /m 6ˑ ، †ͅħ ͉ Ǒ͈8  
iم اm/د،    ͇ا ٓ   b�͇  ، 2010ن 23¡

 k~ḯ Ǒ͈8`ȓ ?mؤ/ĉ چaȊ ͆ر r͈ ̈́ ̈́ r͈Z /ȹ lĲ ؤےa8 êǠƁ/� \mا lĲ  ͇ @ ƌ ͈ ͈ ،   06hĎ lĲ YȪ  ͈ ͅ s̈́(49%)   kı ی>Ǒ  añƙ ںb@د/¡ añƙ ل/Ǒ  lĲ ںbǝ͈ /Ǒ /m̈́ ̇ � †Ɠ ͈ ͈͈ ͆ ͈ ͉̈́ �̈́ ͅ ħ
ɲͅwͅ êʔ �،lư jƕi aǖĄ 06hǑ͇ ا ͇ ͌ ¡ ͈ ̈́ ͈32% ،lư êȮ  jƯ /5 06@̄  jƕi Ǒ/ل êë añƙ ا  lĲ ͌ � ͌ ͈ |ͅ ¡ ͈ ͈ ͈ �̈́19% kı ی>Ǒ Ǒ/۔   añ̚ ̄/ر  jȗ را�l 5/ ا  l� ̈́ ̇ 8Ɠ ͈ ͈ |̈́ å̈́ ͏ ̈́ħ

 añƙ رے/m lĲ 06hɲ͈ ͇ ͈ ͅ wͅ53% êʔ � ،lǤ /� /m/Ǒ  ĺا añƙ ل/Ǒ  lĲ ادhĎا Ǒ͇ ͇ ͏ ǥ͈ƞ͌ ͉ ̈́ ̈́Ɔ �ِ ͈ ͈ ̈́ ̈́
45%   /m/ɭ lǤ۔ /� /m /Ǒ  añ̚  b@ 06hɲ  jȗ Ǒ/ل añƙ ا  lĲ͈ ͈ͅ ͇w ͈Ʊ͌ ͉ ̈́ ̈́Ɔ �͈ |̈́ ͈ ͅ wͅ r͈ ͈ ̈́2%  

̚ ́̈|اhĎاد�b� k~b@ lاب  ͇ ͏ ̈́ añ͈ دm/۔̈́ ͈  
̄/ �/Ǒ̈́̇Ɠ)lư/m<ی   j̰   /Ǒ lȘ͌ ͅ ͇ ő }͇ ̈́� �͇ (  Vɵ  `ʓ lư /m/� /m/ǫ۔   b@ `̒ ɫ̂/ل lư k~/� kı اس ĺ د lǤ ا  lĲ lĲ ر/̞ Ǒ̈́/ؤ  ŵ Ǒ͈ŭ ͌ ͌ͅ ͇ ͇͈ ͇7 ź ِ ͅ Δͅ ͇¢ ž͈ ˃Ǫ̈́µ Ǒ̈́̇Ɠ '/Ǒ<ی'6̈́ �m̈́/ ر®_  ِ ͈ ' b@

lư k~bƩ 06hɲ  kˡ  kı ث/Ǒ hɲ  kı  دی/¡ b�lư /m/� /m/� j̰  l´ م/m lĲ 06hɲ ͌�/ص  ͌
ͅ ͌ ͇͈ ͈ͅ ͅ ͅͅ ͅ ͅw w w̄|͉ ͇ 6͈ ͆ ͅ ͇ ͇̈́ ̈́}͇ ̈́ lǤ  lĲ ر/̞ Ǒ/ؤ   b@ ی>Ǒ  añƙ 06hɲ ž͈۔ اس  ˃Ǫ̈́µ ̈́ ̈́6͇ ̇Ɠ ͈ ͈ ͅ wͅ ِ

 añƙ 06hɲ Tɚ اؤĉ/ث اس  añƳ k~bƩ j̰۔  Ǒ/ث  hɲ   YɄ  Aُ: kı lǤ /m ث/ĉاؤ Tɚ jɿ اؤر  bƏ añƙ 06hɲ ʓ` اس   ،lư /m/� /Ǒ ɫ̂/ل  ͈ا ͈ ͈͈ ͈ͅ ͅ ͅͅ ͅ ͅw w wِ ِͅ ͇ͅ ͇> >͌ ͅ ͌ }͇ ͇ �6͈ 8ų ͉ ̈́ ͉ ̈́ ͅ ÿ͈¢ Ǒ͈ŭ ͌ ͅ ͇ ͈ Δͅ¢
Ǒ/ن añƙ ا /m ۔añƳ l�bƩ \ma8 ã}/¡ añر�b@ د اؤرhƈ ث/ĉاؤ Tɚ ͈:aف @bر�añƳ k~A: 28a8 añ اؤر  ͈ ͈ͅ†ħ ͉ ͈͌ ͌ͅ ͌ ͆ ͅ ͈͆ ͈ͅ ͅͅ >͇ ͅ añƙ رے/m lĲ l�/Ǒ  b@ 06hɲ ͈س  ͇ ̈́ ̈́Ɔ ͈ ͅ wͅ

bȫل �kı Q� lư j�A ؤ�l´ ê ¡/دی lĲ ا�Aا�/ث  a: /m/Ǒف   06hɲ  kı ی>Ǒ  añƙ ل/Ǒ  lĲ ںbľbŶ Tɚ ȟ/د lư/m/� /m/m۔   añƙ ͇اراء ͇̈́ ̈́͆ ͇ ͇ ͌ ͉͌ ̈́ Đ̈́ ͈̈́ ̈́ ̈́Ɔ ̇ �ͅ wͅ Ɠ ͈ ͈͈ ͈ ͉̈́ >͇ ͅ ̈́ sͅ
ٓ

lĲ ث/ƃ/ʇ A: `ñɩǛدہ ¡/دی :lĲ l�A ا  añƙ مi m/Ǒ/ ا  b@ اس êC lư /m/� /̞  j̰  êë añƙ ل/Ǒ  lĲ Tɚ �:aھ �/�añƳ l۔ 
̈́ ͆ͅ ͈ ͅ ͅƗ ͈ ͈ ͈¡ ̈́ ̈́Ɔ �͌ ͇ ͇Ǽ͇ˬ® }͇ ͈ ͈ ̈́ >͇ ͌ ͇ lư فi  ͌ �̈́

 añƙ ںb@د/¡ êC lư jǣ  kı Z >ȟ  j̰  kı ث/m اؤر اس /Ǒ  /Ǒ  añ̚  A:06 5/ ذhɲ  jȗ  jȗ añƙ 2Č/ɭ ا  kı ںb@/˨  êC lư /m/� /̄  j̰  êë ͈اؤر ͈͈ ͆ ͌ ͌͏ ť ͈ @ sͅ ͇ ͇} }͇ ͈ ِ͈ 8 8 ͈ |̈́ ͈ ͅ wͅ ħ r͈ ̈́ ͅ w͆ ̈́ ˜ȅƉ ͅ ͇ ő ͈
j̰۔  k~bƩĺ 2Č/ɭ  kı ؤؤں>Ǒ Ǒ<اء   kı 06hɲ ا  kı ی>Ǒ  kżؤا l�/� k~/Ǒ}ͅ ͏ ͏͌ ̈́ ͅ w͆ ̈́ ̈́ ̈́Ơ͌ 6 ̇ Ɔͅ ͇ ͈ ͅ wͅ Ɠ ̈́ ͇   

b� 5ǭا�ñ` اؤر   A: ورá k~/m¹̂/ر ĺ ḥ  \ˏ͈ ͅ ͆̈́ ̈́ Ǖͅ ̈́ǥƄ ͉
ͅ
͈ }͇ ƃ/Ǒ  /̞ b@ وال> êë l´  اثa:͈ 8 �͉ ͉ ͈ �̈́،êC  " kżؤا l�bƩ añƙ ںb@د/¡ êC lư ل/Ǒ bľbŶ Tɚں 5/   ̈́ ͌ ͈ ͈ ͆ ͌ ͈ �̈́ ' Ǒ̈́̇Ɠ<ی'͇<

 lرا� /Ǒ  añƙ رے/m اس kı ۔ اپlư l´ ںb@/˨  Z Ǒ/ل añƙ اس 5/   lĲ Tɚ  êʔ � ،lư êȮ  /5 2Č/ɭ  kı ںb˴  aǖĄ 06hɲ  kı͏ ͈ ͇ ͈8 �͈ ͈ٓ ͌ ͌̈́ ˜ȅƉ ˛ ˜ɓ Ɖ>ͅ ̈́ >͇ Ǒ͇ ͇ � ̈́ ͅ w͆ ȅ ͈ ̈́ ͈ ͅ wͅ
Ǒ/ل lư͌" ،  49%  añƙ؟  lĲ ادhĎ͈ا ͈ �̈́ ̈́i aǖĄ 06hɲ ا  kı ی>Ǒ  ¡ ͈ ̈́ ͈ ͅ wͅ ̈́ ̇Ɠêʔ � ،lư jƕǑ͇ ͇ lư êȮ۔32%͌  /5 06@̄  jƕi Ǒ/ل êë añƙ ا  lĲ ͌ � ͈ |ͅ ¡ ͈ ͈ ͈ �̈́19% l� ̈́

Ǒ/۔  añ̚ ̄/ر  jȗ͈ را�l 5/ ا 8 ͈ |̈́ å̈́ ͏ ħ   
ɓ<اد  ˛bم  bƩا hƈ êC lưدؤ ں  kı زm/دہ   ĺ :9 /Ǒ lĲ ؤےa8>ͅ ͈ ͌ ͌ ɓƍ ͏ b� êʔا�añƙ `ñ اس  (53%)6̈́ͅ � ،añƳ l�A: رbȫ  jƕi aǖĄ b@ 06hɲ ا  kı ی>Ǒ͈ ͈͈ ͅ ̈́ Ǒ͇ ͇ ͌ ͅ sͅ ̇¡ ͈ ̈́ ͈ ͅ wͅ ̈́ Ɠ

a8 kı͆45%iح  œ̉ی   êC lư ث/m kı j ͉ǣ lư ï۔د ±͆ ͌ ͇͌ ș͉ǱŮ اد>ɓ lǤ ؤاbŶں kı زm/دہ  ͅ<bĕں añƙ ر ͈ ̈́ Ʊ͌ ͈ ͅ
(54%) jƕi aǖĄ 06hɲ ا  kı ی>Ǒ  añƙ ل/Ǒ  lĲ ¡ ͈ ̈́ ͈ ͅ wͅ ̈́ ̇ �Ɠ ͈ ͈ ̈́

bĕiں añƙ اس a8 kıح   j̖ êʔ د � ،lư͆ ͈ ͅ ï |͈ Ǒ͇ ͇     ͌ lư۔ 47%͌
" T U وا ŠPƫ è¿ ںPƹد/� Qö UŚ ل/ã PǆP¯ CĚZâں ®/  O Š Š Š x ş'9ىľƑÁ'؛UŚ Qą  /® 2õ/ĥ  T Pĺں   è  0Z<ĥ  T  t ¿Ǽ ǻ± ±Ĺý < Š Š  

Ļ  I ã/ل ¿è اس ®/   UȾ CĚZ QƱã  Ĺý¿ ĸę` x ðO Š Š ş ş şUÒرا /ã  è¿ رے/Z اس T Pǁ/Šں �UŚ U۔ اپ  öO Š ş ±   " UŚ؟ٓ

غير اسلامی 
49%

اسلامی تہزيب 
32%

معلوم نہيں 
19%

 
Source: Gilani Poll conducted by Gallup Pakistan, 

the Pakistani affiliate of Gallup International Association (www.gallup-international.com; www.gallup.com.pk)     



 
 

/Ǒ  /̞ b@ >mhƈ l´ ؤں>Ǒ >mاb� añƙ ؤےa8͈ ͈ ͇8 Ơ͌�͉ ͉ ̈́ ͇ ͈êC ، " êʔ �  ،lǤ /� k~/Ǒ  añ̚  06hɲ  kı ی>Ǒ  kżؤا l�bƩ añƙ ںb@د/¡ êC lư ل/Ǒ bľbŶ Tɚ͇ں 5/  ͈Ǒ ͇ ͏ ǥ͈ƞ͌ ͉
̈́ ̈́ ̈́Ɔ ̇ �͈ |̈́ ͈ ͅ wͅ Ɠ ̈́ ͌ ͈ ͆ ͌ ͈ ̈́ >͇

añƙ رے/m اس kı ۔ اپlǤ /� k~/Ǒ  añƙ ل/Ǒ  lĲ Tɚ͈ ͈͇ ͈ٓ ͏ ǥ͈ƞ͌ ͉
̈́ ̈́Ɔ �̈́ Ǒ/ را�lư l؟͇<  ͌ ͏ ͈ 8 "،  53% añƙ ل/Ǒ  lĲ ادhĎ͈ا ͈ �̈́ ̈́ kżؤا l�bƩ añƙ دی/¡ ̈́ ͌ ͈ ͆ kı ی>Ǒ  ̈́ ̇Ɠ

 06hɲ͈ ͅ wͅ k~/Ǒ̈́ ̈́Ɔ ،lǤ /� ͈Ʊ͌ ͉êʔ �Ǒ͇ lǤ۔  45%͇ /�  k~/Ǒ  añ̚  06hɲ  kı ی>Ǒ  añƙ ںb@د/¡ añƙ ل/Ǒ  lĲ ادhĎا ͈Ʊ͌ ͉
̈́ ̈́ ̈́Ɔ ̇ �͈ |̈́ ͈ ͅ wͅ Ɠ ͈ ͈͈ ͆ ͈ ̈́ ̈́

añ̚ دm/۔2%  ͈اhĎاد �b� k~b@ lاب  ͈ |̈́ ͇ ͏ ̈́ ̈́      
ɓ<اد  ˛bم bƩا b� êC lưا�kı  `ñ زm/دہ  ĺ :9 /Ǒ  lĲ ؤےa8>ͅ ͈ ͈ ͅ ̈́ ͌ ͌ ɓƍ ͏ ͅ6̈́(56%)  añƙ دؤںhƈ êʔ � ، añƳ añƙ Z  lĲ lǤ b@ 06hɲ �/ری ر  kı ی>Ǒ͈ ͈ ͈Ǒ͇ ͇ ͌ � ̈́ ̲Œ ͇ ͈ ͅ wͅ ̈́ ̇Ɠ

      -ư l͌%50͆اس a8 kıح 
U؛  " /r /ľ  èƑ  0Z<ĥ  T 9ľى   T ã/ل Qö UŚ �/دPƹں ¿UŠPƫ è وا PǆP¯ CĚZŋŠãŘں ®/  Ţ T Ɩ Ƒ xÆ ¿ ÁO OŠ ŠŠ ǻ ± â Š Š ş  

ã/ راUŚ UÒ؟  è¿ رے/Z اس T U۔ اپ  /r /ľ  è¿ ل/ã  UȾ CĚZ QƱãŠ Šö T x ðO OŠ Šş ş± ٓ
ŋ ŠãŘ Ţ Æ ¿ ş ş"    

منانی چاہيئے 
53%

نہيں منانی چاہيئے  
45%

جواب نہيں ديا  
2%

 
Source: Gilani Poll conducted by Gallup Pakistan, 

the Pakistani affiliate of Gallup International Association (www.gallup-international.com; www.gallup.com.pk) 
    

 k~ḯ Ǒ͈8`ȓ ?mؤ/ĉ چaȊ ͆ر r͈ ̈́ ̈́ r͈\ˏ  ĺ ^ aǖ6 ا�ˑ a8 êǠƁ/� /5 ȅǗ̈́Ƅؤے  Ǒ̈́†͆Ǘ͈n̈́ ͊ ̈́ Ǒ͈8 ͈  j̖ Ǒ/ن lĲ �/رؤں @b@bں kı د /m ؤےa8 êë ۔/Ǒ  /Ǒ  ĺ د>ƃ kı ن/Ǒ /m 6ˑ|͈ ͇ ͉ ͅ ͅ† 8 8 †ħ ħ͉ ͈ ͈ ͉͈ Ǒ͈8
  lĲ دی/mی اœ̉ ͇اؤر  ٓ ̀ hƈ  ĺد اؤر  2731 ͆± ñا�b�͈ ͅ ̈́jǣ  ͏ Ɨ2010 bƩ >ɭ  añƙ ͌ ͅ ɞǛ̈́Ɨ Ǒ/۔ ا͈ Ǹ ʇ/ن 5/  lĲ jɋ̈́ǔ͈˩̈́9ͅ ا Ɗ ˘ï̈́ ورá k~/m¹̂ͅ/ر ͈ ͆hɲ  A:  ͅ wͅ ͉  /Ǒً͇ lư /Ǒ۔+%3-2 6͈  /m/ʙ   ͌ ͈ ͈8 ű 

  

éýö/Z 1Ĺ/ن UȾ |>وے   JĹ  U� LľĂã ôÃ1 اĹ  2ŏ  UȾ NĂ[:Ãو/õ لاã  Pƻ وے<| UȾ اس Qö UŚ ارش;Ư T éýö/Z 1ĹŢ/ن  ŢŠ Š Šã ýľ ã ãµ µ µ¿ ±Š ŠÃ ` T µ< Š Æ
UÒ/r /ã  <ĂÄ /Z <Z<ŏ   <Z رPƷ UȾş Š ö `Š ŢŠ Qö UŚ ر۔  QZ وا�7  ŠCĚZş è¿ ن/éýö/Z او©/ت O Š Ţ Uا CĚZû Š[ ş UȾ م/Ã S~ا U� 0Ã/r T şاداروں  ±Vb/|<|  وے
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