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8 in 10 Pakistanis (12% above the global average) agreed that they are  
willing to sacrifice some of their human rights if it helps prevent spread of  
the virus; Pakistan ranks 9th out of 47 countries in terms of this: Gallup  
International Association and Gallup & Gilani Pakistan  
 

 

 
(Islamabad), February 10, 2021 

 

 
 

According to a Gallup & Gilani Pakistan Survey in Pakistan (and similar surveys done worldwide  
Gallup International Association (GIA) across the world), 82% Pakistanis said that they were  
willing to sacrifice some of their human rights if it helps prevent spread of the virus. 14% Pakistanis  
were not willing.  

 
These findings emerge from an international survey conducted across the globe by Gallup International 
Association at the end of 2020. The survey covers 47 countries around the world and about 45,000 adult 
citizens, which represents about 2/3 of the global population. During the whole of 2020 Gallup 
International Association followed the development of the global attitudes of the population towards the 
pandemic. The results, presented below, come from the fourth wave of global tracking. The fieldwork for 
Pakistan was conducted by Gallup Pakistan between 9th October and 2nd November 2020. 
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COVID-19: 82% Pakistanis (12% above the global average) agreed that  
they are willing to sacrifice some of their human rights if it helps prevent  
the spread of the virus. 
 

 
A nationally representative sample of adult men and women from across the four provinces was asked the 
following question, “Thinking specifically about the Coronavirus (COVID-19) how strongly do you agree or 
disagree with the following statement? - I am willing to sacrifice some of my human rights if it helps prevent 
the spread of the virus.” In response to this question, 38% Pakistanis strongly agreed, 44% agreed, 12% 
disagreed, 2% strongly disagreed while 5% did not know/did not respond.    

 
Global result: Globally, 70% people are willing to sacrifice some of their human rights if it helps 
prevent the spread of the virus.  
 
Globally (when the same question was asked in another 46 countries), 27% strongly agreed, 43% agreed, 
16% disagreed, 8% strongly disagreed while 5% did not know/did not respond.  
 

 
 
Question: “Thinking specifically about the Coronavirus (COVID-19) how strongly do you agree 

or disagree with the following statement? - I am willing to sacrifice some of my human rights if it 
helps prevent the spread of the virus” 

 
 

  
Note: Don’t know/No response not included 

Source: Gallup Pakistan survey / Gallup International Association Surveys  
Field work conducted by Gallup Pakistan, the Pakistani affiliate of Gallup International Association 

(www.gallup-international.com; www.gallup.com.pk, www.gilanifoundation.com) 
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Note: Don’t know/No response not included 
Source: Gallup Pakistan survey / Gallup International Association Surveys  

Field work conducted by Gallup Pakistan, the Pakistani affiliate of Gallup International Association 
(www.gallup-international.com; www.gallup.com.pk, www.gilanifoundation.com) 

 
Regional comparative results: 4% less Indians agreed that they would be willing to sacrifice 
their human rights if it prevents the spread of the virus. 

 
The survey was also conducted in India as part of the international study. Responding to the same 
question, in India, 78% agreed with the statement saying that they will be willing to sacrifice some of 
their human rights if it helps prevent the spread of the virus.  
 

 
 

Note: Don’t know/No response not included 
Source: Gallup Pakistan survey / Gallup International Association Surveys  

Field work conducted by Gallup Pakistan, the Pakistani affiliate of Gallup International Association 
(www.gallup-international.com; www.gallup.com.pk, www.gilanifoundation.com) 

 
 

 
 
Pakistan ranks 9th among 47 countries surveyed with respect to willingness 
to sacrifice some human rights if it helps prevent spread of the virus 

 
Among all the 47 countries surveyed in this international study, people in Vietnam showed the highest 
willingness to sacrifice some human rights if it helps prevent spread of the virus. At the bottom were Japan, 
Mexico and Russia. 
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Top 10 nations with highest willingness to sacrifice some human rights if it 
helps prevent spread of the virus: Pakistan ranks 9th out of 47 countries in 
terms of willingness to sacrifice human rights if it helps prevent spread of 
the virus.   

 
Country % of respondents 

saying they will be 
willing to sacrifice 

some of their 
human rights if it 
helps prevent the 

spread of the virus 

Ranking 

VIETNAM 96% 1 
GEORGIA 90% 2 

COTE D'IVOIRE 88% 3 
IRAQ 87% 4 

THAILAND 85% 5 
PHILIPPINES 84% 6 
KYRGYZSTAN 83% 7 

JORDAN 83% 8 
PAKISTAN 82% 9 
GERMANY 80% 10 

 
 

Top 10 nations with lowest willingness to sacrifice some human rights if it 
helps prevent spread of the virus 

 
 

Country % of respondents 
saying they will be 
willing to sacrifice 

some of their 
human rights if it 
helps prevent the 

spread of the virus 

Ranking 

JAPAN 31% 1 
MEXICO 51% 2 
RUSSIA 54% 3 
PERU 55% 4 

BULGARIA 56% 5 
ARGENTINA 57% 6 
PALESTINE 57% 7 
POLAND 58% 8 

AZERBAIJAN 59% 9 
KAZAKHSTAN 59% 10 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

For the complete country list, please see below: 
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Gilani Research Foundation is a not for profit public service project to 

provide social science research to students, academia, policy makers and 
concerned citizens in Pakistan and across the globe.  

 
Gilani Research Foundation is headed by Dr. Ijaz Shafi Gilani who pioneered the 

field of opinion polling in Pakistan and established Gallup Pakistan in 1980. Currently 
Dr. Gilani, who holds a PhD from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) and 
has taught at leading universities in Pakistan and abroad, is Chairman of Gallup 
Pakistan. 

 
If you have any further questions regarding this poll, please feel free to contact us.  
 
Best Regards,  
Gallup Pakistan  
 
 
Disclaimer: Gallup Pakistan is not related to Gallup Inc. headquartered in 

Washington D.C. USA. We require that our surveys be credited fully as Gallup Pakistan 
(not Gallup or Gallup Poll). We disclaim any responsibility for surveys pertaining to 
Pakistani public opinion except those carried out by Gallup Pakistan, the Pakistani 
affiliate of Gallup International Association. For details on Gallup International 
Association see website: www.gallup-international.com 
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