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GENERAL

SECTION 1 Bl YWY

WARM UP




1.1

DIRECTION OF THE COUNTRY?
WHAT DO PAKISTANIS THINK?




77% RESPONDENTS REPORTED BEING DISSATISFIED WITH THE WAY THINGS ARE GOING IN THE

COUNTRY

General Satisfaction:

Question: “Overall, are you satisfied or dissatisfied
with the way things are going in our country today?”
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ACROSS PROVINCES, RESPONDENTS ARE DISSATISFIED WITH THE WAY THINGS ARE GOING IN
THE COUNTRY TODAY; HIGHEST DISASTISFACTION WITH THE DIRECTION OF THE COUNTRY

FOUND IN SINDH

Question: “Overall, are you satisfied or dissatisfied -y cg.) g_f)“o. a z e ‘S“Li iy gf CT'Q
with the way things are going in our country today?” u‘ﬁd ! < LS‘J’ R
Province:

W Dissatisfied

87%
82% 81%

72%

Balochistan

Punjab

W 4

Source: National Public Opinion Poll 6




1.2

ECONOMIC CONDITIONS NOW - .
WHAT DO PAKISTANIS THINK?

GALLUP

PAKISTAN
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47 % RESPONDENTS DESCRIBED THE CURRENT ECONOMIC SITUATION AS VERY BAD

| Pakistan's Foremost Social Research

Economic Opinion:

Question: “Thinking about the economic situation in our country, how
would you describe the current economic situation in Pakistan — is it
very good, somewhat good, somewhat bad or very bad?”

22%

17%
13%

Very Good Good Bad Very Bad Don't Know
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1.3

HOPE FOR FUTURE ECONOMY? %
MAJORITY PESSIMISTIC '
ABOUT FUTURE TOO

GALLUP




ONLY 15% RESPONDENTS THINK THE ECONOMIC SITUATION OF THE COUNTRY WILL IMPROVE

A LOT OVER THE NEXT 12 MONTHS

Improvement in Economic Situation
Question: “Over the next 12 months do you expect the economic
situation in our country to improve a lot, improve a little, remain the
same, worsen a little or worsen a lot2”

[s)
24% 23%

20%
15%
12%
I )

Improve a lot Improvea Remainthe Worsena Worsen alot Don’t
little same little Know/No
Response
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1.4

PROBLEMS FACING
PAKISTANIS

A
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89% RESPONDENTS THINK INFLATION IS A SERIOUS PROBLEM IN PAKISTAN; 88% THINK IT IS

POVERTY

Quuestion: “For each of the following issues, please tell me whether you think it is a serious problem, a minor
g P Y P
problem, or not a problem at all in our country.”

. a. Inflation b. Poor Quality of Education c. Poor Quality of Healthcare
89% 69% 69%
21% 20%
6% 2% 3% - 6% 4% 6% 4%
Serious Minor Not a Don’t Serious Minor Not a Don’t Serious Minor Not a Don’t
problem  problem  problemat  know/No problem  problem  problemat know/No problem  problem problemat know/No
all response all response all response
d. Corruption e. Poverty f. Electricity Shortages
0,
82% 88% 78%
9 14%
[ | — N
Serious Minor Not a Don’t Serious Minor Not a Don’t Serious Minor Not a Don’t
problem problem problemat know/No problem problem  problemat know/No problem problem problemat know/No
all response all response all response
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Source: National Public Opinion Poll
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88% RESPONDENTS THINK UNEMPLOYMENT IS A SERIOUS PROBLEM IN PAKISTAN; 82% THINK

IT IS ELECTRICITY PRICES

Question: “For each of the following issues, please tell me whether you think it is a serious problem, a minor

dg. Unemployment

88%
|
Serious Minor Not a Don’t
problem problem  problemat know/No
all response
i- The security situation in your
town/city/village
529 [city/villag
29%
13%
.
Serious Minor Not a Don’t
problem problem problemat know/No
all response

Source: National Public Opinion Poll

problem, or not a problem at all in our country.”

h. Terrorism
68%

22%
|
Serious Minor Not a Don’t
problem problem problemat know/No
all response

k. The Taliban and other militant groups
539% operating in FATA

23%
16%
8%
.
Serious Minor Not a Don’t
problem problem  problemat know/No
all response

i. Religious Extremism

56%
27%
8% 8%
I
Serious Minor Not a Don’t
problem problem problemat know/No
all response

l. Electricity prices/ bills

82%
12% 3% 3%
0 (o]
.
Serious Minor Not a Don’t
problem problem problemat know/No
all response
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INFLATION, POVERTY AND UNEMPLOYMENT THE MOST SERIOUS PROBLEMS FACED IN

89% 88%

Inflation Poverty

GALLUP

PAKISTAN

Affiiated with Gallup International

Pakistan's Foremost Social Research Lab

88%

Unemployment

82%

Corruption

PAKISTAN

Most Serious Problem

82%

78%
69% 69%
Electricity Electricity Poor Quality Poor Quality
prices/ bills shortages of Education  of Healthcare

Source: National Public Opinion Poll

68%
56%
Terrorism Religious
extremism

53%

The Taliban &
other militant
groups operating
in FATA

52%

The security
situation in
your area
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1.5

SATISFACTION WITH
DEMOCRACY IN PAKISTAN -
A GENERALLY UNSATISFIED
NATION
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ONE IN FIVE PAKISTANIS (20%) FEEL THAT DEMOCRACY IS NOT DELIVERING AT ALL

Opinions of Democracy:

Question: “Some people think that democracy in Pakistan is delivering
to Pakistani public in a satisfactory way. Others think it is not
delivering?”

32%
28%

20%

18%

Democracy is Democracyis Democracyis Democracyis not Don’t know
delivering in best deliveringina not delivering delivering at all
possible way somewhat
satisfactory way
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AN EQUAL PERCENTAGE OF RESPONDENTS —32%-— THINK THAT THE MILITARY SHOULD HAVE A

LARGE ROLE OR SOME ROLE IN THE COUNTRY’S POLITICS

Role of military in politics:
“How much of a role do you think the Pakistan military should have in our country’s politics¢ Do
you think it should have a large role, some role, or no role at all2”

[ 0,
32% 32% 31%

A large role Some role No role at all Don't know/
No response
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46% RESPONDENTS FROM KP THINK THAT THE MILITARY SHOULD HAVE NO ROLE AT ALL IN

THE COUNTRY’S POLITICS; LESS FROM OTHER PROVINCES THINK SO

Province:

mAlargerole ®Somerole ™ Noroleatall

46%
44%

I 25%

Balochistan

30%

i

E

0,
36% 34%
30% 30% 31% 31%
27%
I I I 12%
KP

Sindh
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1.6

INTEREST IN POLITICS?
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47 % RESPONDENTS SAID THAT THEY OFTEN OR ALWAYS DISCUSS CURRENT EVENTS WITH

THEIR FRIENDS

Everyday discussions around current events:
“Normally, how much discussion do you have with your friends about politics, government and
current situation2”

37%

27%

Never Rarely Sometimes Often/ Always No Response

20%

15%

1%
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APPROVAL RATING

SECTION 2 FXLRLuTe

INTENTIONS




2.1

APPROVAL RATING OF
INSTITUTIONS OF POWERIN
THE COUNTRY; WHO HAS THE
HIGHEST AND THE LOWEST
APPROVAL RATING?

ey 4
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57% RESPONDENTS STRONGLY APPROVE OF THE JOB THE ARMY IS DOING; 41% SOMEWHAT

APPROVE THE JOB BEING DONE BY THE MEDIA

| Pakistan's Foremost Social Research Lab

Question: “Thinking now about the following institutions, to what extend do you approve or disapprove of

. . 27 .
a. Army the job they are doing? b. Media
0,
57% 41%
31% 209
0% 18%
14%
7% 6%
Y
Strongly Somewhat Somewhat Strongly Don’t know Strongly Somewhat Somewhat Strongly Don’t know
approve  approve disapprove disapprove approve  approve disapprove disapprove
c. Courts d. Election Commission
41%

32%

23%

25%
15%

22%
14%
. . " - .

Strongly Somewhat Somewhat Strongly Don’t know
approve disapprove disapprove Strongly Somewhat Somewhat Strongly Don’t know

approve approve disapprove Disapprove

approve
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51% RESPONDENTS SOMEWHAT APPROVE OF THE JOB THE CIVIL SERVICE IS DOING WHILE

34% STRONGLY DISAPPROVE THE WORK BEING DONE BY POLITICIANS IN GENERAL

Question: “Thinking now about the following institutions, to what extend do you approve or disapprove of

the job they are doing?”

e. Local Government
37%

24%

18%
14%
. l i

Strongly Somewhat Somewhat Strongly Don’t know
approve  approve disapprove disapprove

h. Parliament

34%

Strongly Somewhat Somewhat Strongly Don’t
approve approve disapproveDisapprove know

21% 22%

l l -

13%

eg.ba.@SMo;QJW%TgswfL;MBQM&»US}&KLJ%TM«S@L “@fWL)LLuﬁ\a\Jis 3.Q
fﬂ o ot
Source: National Public Opinion Poll *
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g. Police
36%

23%

18% 18%
I I N

Strongly Somewhat Somewhat Strongly Don’t know
approve approve disapprove disapprove

i. Politicians in General

31% 34%

20%
w5 l %

Strongly Somewhat Somewhat Strongly Don’t
approve approve disapproveDisapprove know

Mbob\y&q‘r\.’g&“ﬁéb BY]
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APPROVAL RATINGS ARE HIGHEST FOR THE MILITARY (88%), FOLLOWED BY CIVIL SERVICE
(69%). POLITICIANS, ELECTION COMMISSION, AND PARLIAMENT SEE THE HIGHEST LEVELS OF

DISSAPROVAL AMONGST THE PUBLIC

Question: “Thinking now about the following institutions, to what extend do you approve or disapprove of

APPROVAL RATINGS:

a. Army
88%
10% 2%
|
Approve Dissaprove Don’t

know

d. Election Commission
42% 47%

Approve Dissaprove Don’t
know

g. Police

54%  40%

m -

Approve Dissaprove Don’t
know

8 Source: National Public Opinion Poll

the job they are doing?”

b. Media

[s)
56% 38%

B e =

Approve Dissaprove Don’t
know

e. Local Government

51% 4%

Hm

Approve Dissaprove Don’t
know

h. Parliament
47% 43%

Approve Dissaprove Don’t
know

S5oa s aiyosls e TS 5 LjMBQMeﬁ»u§§rKL ol ol 2

c. Courts

0,
56% 37%

B e

Approve Dissaprove Don’t
know

i. Politicians in general

39% 54%

m Bl

Approve Dissaprove Don’t
know

éyWL)LLuﬁ\b\&) Sk .Q
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APPROVAL RATINGS:

GALLUP

PAKISTAN
ated with Gallup International

Affiliated

Pakistan's Foremost Social Research Lab

APPROVAL RATINGS ARE HIGHEST FOR THE MILITARY (88%), FOLLOWED BY MEDIA AND

COURTS AT 56% EACH

Question: “Thinking now about the following institutions, to what extend do you approve or disapprove of
the job they are doing?”

Positive Approval Rating*

88%
56% 56% 0
51% 54%
47%
o)
42% 399%
Army Media Courts Election Local Police Parliament Politicians in
Commission Government general

&J"‘Lﬁ“s‘)‘“"ﬁn\pw‘f“/ggiuﬁLjML\iM&»US;rKLU“:’T‘LXij%% &yWL)bLg)i\a\dib 53 .Q
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* Positive Approval Rating = Very Good+ Good
Source: National Public Opinion Poll
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MILITARY APPROVAL RATING IS HIGH ACROSS PROVINCES EXCEPT IN BALOCHISTAN WHERE

THERE IS A 20% DIFFERENCE FROM THE NATIONAL AVERAGE

Question: “Thinking now about the following institutions, to what extend do you approve or disapprove of

the job they are doing?”
APPROVAL RATINGS (BY PROVINCE):

Positive Approval Rating*

90% 88% 91% Punjab ®Sindh mKP Balochistan
66%
60% 6% 59%
0,
52% 48% 49%
42% 43%
35% 34% 34%
I 29%

Army Media Courts Politicians in general

&)&&Mabbwu‘LS?uﬁLjMLLM\S:Jo.usjgrggu‘ulauub;né'yumL)LL j‘b‘da 53.Q

I s

* Positive Approval Rating = Very Good+ Good
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2.2

EVALUATION OF PREVIOUS
PTI GOVERNMENT
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OUT OF DIFFERENT GOVERNANCE INDICATORS/DIMENSIONS, PTI GOVERNMENT RATED
HIGHEST FOR ITS ECONOMIC PERFORMANCE. PTI| GOVERNMENT REMEMBERED IN GOOD

WORDS BY MAJORITY ON ALMOST ALL METRICS

Positive Approval Rating:

Question: “Thinking about PTI’s government during 2018-2022, what is your overall opinion about their
performance in the following fields2”

64%
55% 55%
51%
46%
Economy International Fighting Security Controlling
Politics Corruption Situation Poverty

Sl e ST L S5 K8 0 re omnt b3 pmpnedd Wl & ejﬂijtizmszozzw} }>LPT|§
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* Positive Approval Rating = Very Good+ Good
Source: National Public Opinion Poll
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2.3

LIKING FOR POLITICAL
PARTIES

A
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PTI ENJOYS THE HIGHEST LIKEABILITY RATING AMONG POLITICAL PARTIES AT 59%

LIKEABILITY RATING OF POLITICAL PARTIES

59%

42% 41%

38%
31%

22% 22% 21% 20%

PML-N ] JUF PML-Q  ANP  MQM-P

-Cl

Source: National Public Opinion Poll 31




2.4

APPROVAL RATING OF
LEADERS

GALLUP




ACROSS NOTABLE POLITICAL FIGURES, IMRAN KHAN RECEIVES THE HIGHEST POSITIVE

APPROVAL RATING AT 60%

Positive Approval Rating of Leaders

L

38% 38% 37% 36%

)
20% 19% 18% 17% ‘V/i.

9% 9%
Imran Khan Saad Rizvi Pervaiz Shah Nawaz Shehbaz Maryam Shahid Jahangir ~ Maulana Miftah Altaf Aimal Wali  Mustafa Asad Umar  Khalid
Elahi Mahmood Sharif Sharif Nawaz Khagan Khan Fazl ur Ismail Hussain Nawaz Magbool
Qureshi Sharif Abbasi Tareen Rehman Khokhar Siddiqui

* Positive Approval Rating = Very Good+ Good

pGAAK ,I'SI'TL! N Source: National Public Opinion Poll 33
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2.5

VOTING INTENTIONS




TWICE AS MANY WOULD VOTE FOR PTI IF ELECTIONS HAPPENED NEXT WEEK THAN THOSE

WHO WOULD VOTE FOR PML-N

Voting Behavior:

Question: “Thinking now about national elec'rions, if Question: “Which party would you never vote for2”
the national assembly elections were held next week,

for which party would you vote?”

42% 28%
21%
20%
12% % gy
6%
4% 3%
2% 2% 2% 2% 2% 2%

% % % % o 1%

P PMLN PPP  TLP  JUF  ANP JI MaM-P PML-Q PML-N  PTI PPP MQM-P JU-F ANP  TLP I PMLQ
¢ N -
gf&fﬁlj\ ASUMLJL fuML)LLuU.»J\g ?Ldﬁuyd)))‘-ﬁg;e)l:us%‘.q
STy BJL ulyu:fLﬂquu;w\
GALLUP 35

P A K l S T A N
Palisans Forem Soial Research Lab Source: National Public Opinion Poll




PTI LEADS IN ALL PROVINCES EXCEPT SINDH WHERE THERE IS A TIE. IN ALL PROVINCES, PDM

PARTIES COMBINED BEAT PTI EXCEPT IN KP

Voting Behavior:

Question: “Thinking now about national elections, if the national assembly elections were held next week, for which party would you vote?2”

PROVINCIAL BREAKDOWN:

PML-N
28%

. 39 12% 11%
(o]

Punjab  Sindh KPK Balochistan

@ Mmam-p

v 2
1% s 1%
]

Punjab  Sindh KPK Balochistan

PTI
69%
41%  36% 36%

Punjab  Sindh KPK Balochistan

AN ANP
11%

1% 1% 1%

Punjab  Sindh KPK Balochistan

4%

Punjab

1%
[ |
Punjab

PPP

35%
18%
2%

Sindh KPK Balochistan

Ji

49
& 3%

Sindh KPK Balochistan

JUI-F

7%

2% 1% 1%

Punjab  Sindh KPK Balochistan

TLP

6%

. 1% oy 1%

Punjab  Sindh KPK Balochistan

o v s S 35b S DTS i sy e blsnl & a2 3 2 BSE il 3 sz sn pe e LS bl g3 0 a
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PMLN LEADS AS THE PARTY PEOPLE SAY THEY WOULD NEVER VOTE FOR IN ALMOST ALL
PROVINCES. HOWEVER IN PUNJAB THERE IS A TIE WITH ALMOST EQUAL NUMBER STATING

THEY WOULD NOT VOTE FOR PTI AND PMLN, SHOWING HIGH LEVEL OF POLARIZATION IN THE

PROVINCE.

PROVINCIAL BREAKDOWN:

27%

Punjab
L)
5%

Punjab

Pakistan's Foremost Social Research Lab |

PML-N

50%
22% 25%

Sindh KPK Balochistan

MQM-P
16%
11%
6%

Sindh KPK Balochistan

28%

Punjab

2%
I

Punjab

Voting Behavior:

Question: “Which party would you never vote for2”

PTI PPP

(o)
9% 2% o 9%

10% 13% 13% -

Punjab  Sindh KPK Balochistan

Sindh KPK Balochistan
ANP 5 )
3% > 2% L % 2%

-

Sindh KPK Balochistan Punjab  Sindh KPK Balochistan

&= PML-Q
3%
2%
1% 1%
|

Punjab  Sindh KPK Balochistan

Source: National Public Opinion Poll

25%

Punjab  Sindh KPK Balochistan

7%
1% 2%

Punjab  Sindh KPK Balochistan
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IF PTI DOES NOT STAND IN THE ELECTION, AMONG THOSE WHO SAY THEY WOULD STILL VOTE
NEARLY A QUARTER OF RESPONDENTS WOULD VOTE FOR PML-N. 1 IN 4 (23%) SAY THEY

CANNOT SAY WHO THEY WOULD VOTE FOR

New Political Party:
Question: “If Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaaf does not stand in the
elections, then which party will you vote for2”

PML-N 24%
PPP 20%
TLP b
JUI-F

JI
ANP 4% N

MQM-P 2% @
PML-Q 0% =2

Others 6%

Don't know/no response 23%
Z ! e . > o, 7
e L e G S TATn s SILF LUt el EL1-Q

Source: National Public Opinion Poll 38
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SECTION 3 METHODOLOGY
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SAMPLING
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METHODOLOGY

Stratified Random Sampling

LADAKH
Khardung

Leh

Sample Size 3500 respondents

18+ men and women
across Pakistan

Field Dates 10 June 2023 —

30™ June 2023

2.5% at 95%
confidence level

Error Margin

Gallup Pakistan’s usual approach of fieldwork is
in households

conducting face-to-face interviews

using geographical sampling. The sampling is done

using the census as the frame.

Source: National Public Opinion Poll




DETAILED NOTE ON METHODOLOGY:

Sample Selection Procedure:

This survey uses stratified random sampling. Following steps have been used to achieve this:

Stage 1: Stratification:

Stratification is principally at two levels:

a. The First stratification is by PROVINCE, of which there are 4 in Pakistan.
b.

The Second stratification is by size of location. We stratify by 4 types of locations:
Large /Metropolitan Cities (there are 3); Medium size (those whom population is over 100,000
persons); Towns (those whom population is less than 100,000) and Villages (those declared as such in
the Census).

Stage 2: Stratification:

Within each stratum communities are selected through a random process. In some cases we make
replacements by communities of similar profile with a view to logistical and other considerations.

Source: National Public Opinion Poll



DETAILED NOTE ON METHODOLOGY:

Fieldwork Procedure:

This survey uses stratified random sampling. Following steps have been used to achieve this:

Briefing/Training of interviewers:
The Questionnaire Designed for the survey is briefed to the interviewers at Regional Centers across the
Centre. The interviewers are instructed on measures such as:
Following Sampling /Quota Instructions Properly
Ethical Code of Conduct towards interviewers
Following skipping Instructions and other interview instructions on the Questionnaire
Maintaining Neutrality in asking Question

howbd =

Mock Calls:
After the briefing is completed all the field workers do the mock calls under the direct supervision of an
executive or a fieldwork supervisor. This ensures that the field workers properly understand the
instructions and they can handle various interviewing problems during the interview (in the field). After
completion of mock calls, a debriefing session is arranged in which the problems faced by the
interviewers during the mock interviews are discussed and solutions are suggested.

Source: National Public Opinion Poll



DETAILED NOTE ON METHODOLOGY:

Initial Checking:
After the training, the interviewers go into the field for actual interviewing. The first ten filled in
questionnaires of every interviewer are thoroughly checked by their supervisor to ensure that the
interviewer is performing well. In case the work of an interviewer is not acceptable he/she is
disengaged from the survey.

Field Editor or Intake Edit
In normal routine at least 30-40 interviews of each interviewer are visually checked by the supervisor
before passing them to Data Coding/Entry department. The problems or missing information identified
during field edit are explained to the relevant interviewer and he/she is instructed to rectify them either
through telephone and/or revisit the respondent for clarification and re-asking the missing questions.

Supervision & Back Checking:
It is essential that the interviewers are properly supervised on the job and the work done by them is
back checked. At least 20% back checking is done on work completed by each interviewer to ensure
authenticity of data.

Source: National Public Opinion Poll



DETAILED NOTE ON METHODOLOGY:

Data Coding/Editing:

About 20% work of each coder is rechecked and verified by the concerned DC Supervisor/In-charge.

Data Entry and Verification

GP’s Quality Manual contains a detailed check-list on the handling control, entry and other steps involved in the
management of data.

Once the questionnaires are received from the field, they are checked and the responses of open-ended questions
are coded with the help of a code list. A coding scheme /book/guide is prepared on the basis of these
questionnaires.

After the coding of open-ended responses, data is entered into computers. GP uses the SPSS data entry program
that has flexibility to implement validity checks and skipping rules etc. The SPSS data entry software also has
flexibility to verify the entered data by using the double punch options. Gallup normally double punches for 20%
of its entered data.

After completion of data entries and double punch, all data is cleaned by using a data-cleaning program written
in SPSS which is customized for every project according to the survey/questionnaire needs. Data is thoroughly
checked for an omission, displacements and other error resulting in inconsistencies with the coding scheme.

Source: National Public Opinion Poll



DETAILED NOTE ON METHODOLOGY:

Note on Sample Size

The sample size used in this survey is quite adequate even in comparison to international standards. Gallup US Daily poll is
500 and the Gallup Poll Social Series is 1000, both having track record of reliable predictability for USA (a country
nearly 100 million larger in population of Pakistan). According to Five Thirty-Eight, one of the most credible sources on
polling in the US: "Surveying 2,000 voters substantially reduces error compared with surveying 400 of them but surveying
10,000 voters will produce only marginal improvements in accuracy compared with the 2,000- person survey".

Obviously, choosing a higher confidence interval will give greater accuracy to the survey results, however, as the chart
below shows, at a certain point the benefits of conducting more surveys begins to tail off:

Confidence Intervals at the 95% Level
20
18 196
16
E 14 4
£ 12 (139
§10 %
=
] B an
E - o ‘
6
6 ¥ o
4 517 * o +
2 48 4.4 ”-'35?;;553 b * * &* F 3
I I =)
o 1 28 25 2.3 2l
T T T 1
0 500 1,000 1,500 2,000
Mumber of Interviews

Source: National Public Opinion Poll


https://badanalysis.files.wordpress.com/2013/10/sampling-fig5.png

DETAILED NOTE ON METHODOLOGY:

25 interviews have a confidence interval of 19.6 and 100 interviews has a confidence interval of 9.8, whilst it falls to 4.4
at 500 interviews and 3.1 at 1000 interviews. However, a further 1000 interviews only lower the confidence interval by
0.9 to 2.2. A confidence interval of 1 (not shown on the graph) would require a massive 2604 interviews.

Is a larger sample always better than a smaller sample?

Larger samples are generally more precise, but sometimes not. The important rule in sampling is not how many poll
respondents are selected but, instead, how they are selected. A reliable sample selects poll respondents randomly or in a
manner which ensures that everyone in the area being surveyed has a known chance of being selected.

Source: National Public Opinion Poll



DETAILED NOTE ON METHODOLOGY:

How do you interpret Error Margins?

How do you interpret a margin of error? Suppose you know that 51% of people sampled say that they plan to
vote for Mr. X in the upcoming election. Now, projecting these results to the whole voting population, you would
have to add and subtract the margin of error and give a range of possible results in order to have sufficient
confidence that you're bridging the gap between your sample and the population. Supposing a margin of error of
plus or minus 3 percentage points, you would be pretty confident that between 48% (= 51% — 3%) and 54% (=
51% + 3%) of the population will vote for Mr. X in the election, based on the sample results. In this case, Mr. X may
get slightly more or slightly less than the majority of votes and could either win or lose the election. This has become
a familiar situation in recent years when the media want to report results on Election Night, but based on early exit
polling results, the election is “too close to call.”

What Error Margins do not mean:

The margin of error measures accuracy; it does not measure the amount of bias that may be present. Results that
look numerically scientific and precise don’t mean anything if they were collected in a biased way
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