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PRESS RELEASE 

Gallup Pakistan Analysis of the 7th Pakistan Population and Housing Census  

As of 2023, 31% of the 5-9 age group had never been to school, compared to 69% in the over 

60 age group – Out of School Children – 7th Pakistan Population and Housing Census  

 

Islamabad, September 16th, 2024  

Gallup Pakistan, as part of its Big Data Analysis initiative, is looking at Out of School Children 

for Pakistan. This data is part of a study conducted using the ‘7th Pakistan Population and 

Housing Census’.  

The current edition looks at data from Out of School Children statistics, which can be found 

HERE. 

 

What is the Big Data Analysis Series by Gallup? 

Gallup Pakistan’s Big Data series was started by Bilal I Gilani, Executive Director of Gallup 

Pakistan. Bilal explains the rationale of the series: “The usual complaint from academics and 

policy makers is that Pakistan does not have data availability. Our experience negates that. 

Pakistan has lots of data, but it is not available in a usable form and not widely accessible. At 

Gallup we plan to bridge this gap in terms of accessibility and use of data. The Gallup Big 

Data series has earlier worked with data sets such as PSLM, Labour Force Survey, and 

Economic Survey reports as well as National Census Reports and Election Commission Data 

sets. The current series is using the 7th Pakistan Population and Housing Census, which 

provides a variety of health statistics. We hope that these series are useful, and we welcome 

both feedback as well as possible collaborations as we create a public good in the form of 

useful data sets in Pakistan.” 

For more reports and dashboards on Pakistan please visit our dedicated website: 

https://www.galluppakistandigitalanalytics.com/  

 

What data points this current edition covers: 

This series aims to present the important learnings from the 7th Pakistan Population and 

Housing Census, for policy makers, the public, as well as for marketers in an easy and 

understandable way. This edition looks at Out of School Children statistics for Pakistan. The 

series’ main aim is to provide data. Implications of these data points for development sector as 

well as wider socio-political ramifications is something we would like to trigger in relevant 

circles.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.galluppakistandigitalanalytics.com/7th-population-and-housing-census-detailed-results/
https://www.pbs.gov.pk/pslm-publications
https://www.pbs.gov.pk/labour-force-publications
https://www.finance.gov.pk/survey_2023.html
https://www.finance.gov.pk/survey_2023.html
https://www.pbs.gov.pk/content/final-results-census-2017
https://ecp.gov.pk/downloads
https://ecp.gov.pk/downloads
https://www.galluppakistandigitalanalytics.com/7th-population-and-housing-census-detailed-results/
https://www.galluppakistandigitalanalytics.com/
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Today’s topic is “Out of School Children in Pakistan” from tables 12 and 13a of the 7th 

Pakistan Population and Housing Census 

Key Findings: 

1. Out of School Children (5-16): As per the 2023 Population Census, a total of 25.37 

million children aged 5-16 are out of school, with more girls (13.41 million) than boys 

(11.96 million) affected. 

2. Out of School Children, by province: Punjab has the highest number with 7.83 

million children, followed by Sindh at 4.69 million and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) at 

2.94 million. 

3. Never been to School as a % of Out of School (5-16): Nationally, 67% of out-of-

school children have never attended school, with rural areas (74%) having a 

significantly higher percentage than urban areas (59%). 

4. Never Been to School, by age group: 31% of the 5-9 age group has never been to 

school, compared to 69% in the over 60 age group. 
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1. Out of School Children (5-16)1 

As per the 2023 Population Census, a total of 25.37 million children aged 5-16 are out of 

school, with more girls (13.41 million) than boys (11.96 million) affected. The disparity is 

more pronounced in rural areas, where 18.83 million children are out of school compared to 

6.54 million in urban areas. Rural girls account for the largest portion, with over 10.19 

million out of school, while the urban numbers are lower, at 3.22 million for girls and 3.33 

million for boys. 

This data highlights the urgent need to address educational access, particularly for rural and 

female populations. The fact that urban areas have fewer out-of-school children suggests that 

urban education initiatives are more effective, and similar strategies could be adapted for 

rural settings. 

 
Source: 2023 Population and Housing Census, Pakistan Bureau of Statistics - visualization by Gallup Pakistan 

 

2. Out of School Children by Province 

Within the provinces, Punjab has the highest number of out of school children aged 5-16, 

with 7.83 million children, followed by Sindh at 4.69 million and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) 

at 2.94 million (Figure 2). Balochistan and Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT) have 

significantly lower figures, with Balochistan at 1.57 million and ICT at around 41,275. The 

rural-urban divide is prominent, especially in Sindh and Punjab, where rural areas show much 

higher numbers of out-of-school children compared to urban regions. The gender disparity is 

also evident, with more girls than boys out of school across most provinces.  

While high numbers of out of school children may seem bleak at first glance, there is still 

room for improvement and development. Punjab, given its large population, holds the 

potential for impactful reforms—by addressing the rural-urban divide, the province could 

significantly reduce national out-of-school figures. Sindh, with its rural focus, can benefit 

from programs that replicate successful urban education models in rural settings. The 

                                                           
1 Population numbers have been rounded to the nearest million for the sake of analysis. For complete tables, visit: 

https://www.galluppakistandigitalanalytics.com/7th-population-and-housing-census-detailed-results/ 

25,373,350

11,964,533
13,407,069

18,829,575

8,637,200
10,191,670

6,543,775

3,327,333 3,215,399
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T O T A L R U R A L U R B A N

F I G U R E 1 :  O U T  O F  S C H O O L  C H I L D R EN  ( 5 - 1 6 )   - P A K I S T A N

https://www.galluppakistandigitalanalytics.com/7th-population-and-housing-census-detailed-results/
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relatively lower figures in ICT offer an opportunity for rapid improvement, where more 

localized and smaller-scale interventions can yield faster results. 

 
Source: 2023 Population and Housing Census, Pakistan Bureau of Statistics - visualization by Gallup Pakistan 

 

3. Never been to School as a % of Out of School (5-16) 

Figure 3 shows the percentage of children aged 5-16 who have never attended school, as a 

subset of the total out-of-school children population, broken down by province, gender, and 

region. Nationally, 67% of out-of-school children have never attended school, with rural areas 

(74%) having a significantly higher percentage than urban areas (59%). This disparity is 

particularly pronounced in provinces like Balochistan, where 81% of children have never been 

to school, compared to 50% in ICT. A stark gender gap also exists, with a higher proportion of 

girls never having attended school across most provinces, particularly in Balochistan (83%) 

and Sindh (80%). 

While a cause for concern, this also provides a clear focus for policymakers: efforts to improve 

school access and attendance in rural and underserved regions can significantly reduce the 

national figures of out-of-school children. Programs aimed at community awareness, reducing 

barriers for girls, and improving school infrastructure in areas like Balochistan and Sindh could 

create a transformative impact. The relatively lower rates in provinces like ICT offer 

opportunities to replicate best practices nationwide. 
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Source: 2023 Population and Housing Census, Pakistan Bureau of Statistics - visualization by Gallup Pakistan 

 

4. Never Been to School, by age group 

Figure 4 illustrates the percentage of the population in various age brackets that have never 

attended school, broken down by gender (male, female) and locale (rural, urban) based on 

data from the 7th Pakistan Population and Housing Census. The overall trend shows a 

decrease in the percentage of people who have never attended school as we move to younger 

age brackets. For instance, 31% of the 5-9 age group has never been to school, compared to 

69% in the over 60 age group.  

However, the rural-urban divide is particularly striking. For instance, in the 25-40 age group, 

32% of the rural population has never been to school, compared to just 13% in urban areas. 

This suggests that urban areas have benefited more from educational reforms, likely due to 

better infrastructure and resources. To bridge this gap, expanding educational infrastructure 

in rural areas—such as building more schools, improving transportation options, and 

providing better training for teachers—could be crucial. 

Furthermore, in the 15-49 age group, 24% of women have never attended school, compared 

to 17% of men. Even in the 13-14 age group, 12% of females have never been to school 

compared to 9% of males. This implies that while gender gaps have narrowed over time, they 

remain significant. Addressing this requires not only improving access to education for girls 

but also tackling cultural and societal norms that may discourage female education. 
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Source: 2023 Population and Housing Census, Pakistan Bureau of Statistics - visualization by Gallup Pakistan 

The data suggests that targeted educational interventions have had a positive impact on 

younger populations, but rural and female education requires further focus. Expanding access 

to education in rural areas, perhaps through mobile schools or e-learning initiatives, could 

help bridge this gap. Additionally, cultural and social barriers that prevent girls from 

attending school need to be addressed through community engagement and incentives for 

families. 

Investing in adult education programs, particularly for women in rural areas, could also help 

uplift older generations who missed out on education. By tackling these disparities head-on, 

Pakistan can make significant progress in achieving universal education and empowering its 

entire population, regardless of gender or location. This approach not only enhances 

individual lives but also contributes to the country’s overall socio-economic development. 
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Wish to know more about 2023 Census? 

The 7th Population and Housing Census of Pakistan started self-enumeration from February 

20th and field operations from March 1st, 2023, with results delivered by April 30th, 2023. It 

was Pakistan’s first digital census under the vision of “Digital Pakistan”. The technology 

architecture for this first-ever digital census was developed after extensive research and 

learning from other countries that have digitized their censuses, and tailored accordingly to 

Pakistan’s specific conditions and available resources. The digitization of the census makes the 

process more inclusive, accessible, and user-friendly. This international standard census has 

provided timely data for policy planning and enabled real-time monitoring for the provision of 

quality data. 

You can find more information on the national census and complete tables on www.pbs.gov.pk 

2017 Census Series 

Volume 1: Male Literacy Ratio: https://www.gallup.com.pk/post/32297 

Volume 2: Female Literacy Ratio: https://www.gallup.com.pk/post/32361 

Volume 3: Population by Administrative Units: https://www.gallup.com.pk/post/32389 

Volume 4: Level of Congestion: https://www.gallup.com.pk/post/32423  

Volume 5: Sources of Energy: https://www.gallup.com.pk/post/32452 

Volume 6: Sources of Drinking Water: https://www.gallup.com.pk/post/32471 

Volume 7: Sources of Information/Communication: https://www.gallup.com.pk/post/32496 

Volume 8: Owned Housing Units by Period of Construction: 

https://www.gallup.com.pk/post/32525 

Volume 9: Construction Material Used for Outer Walls: 

https://www.gallup.com.pk/post/32564 

Volume 10: Population with Disability: https://www.gallup.com.pk/post/32625 

Volume 11: Pakistani Citizens Holding Computerized National Identity Cards: 

https://www.gallup.com.pk/post/32720 

Volume 12: Number of Persons Living Abroad: https://www.gallup.com.pk/post/32720 

Volume 13: Homeless Population: https://gallup.com.pk/post/32888 

Volume 14: Mother Tongue: https://gallup.com.pk/post/33151 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gallup.com.pk/post/32297
https://www.pbs.gov.pk/sites/default/files/population_census/ncrpcr/NCR%20Pakistan.pdf
https://www.gallup.com.pk/post/32389
https://sendgrid.com/marketing_campaigns/ui/campaigns/13835006/edit
https://www.gallup.com.pk/post/32423
https://sendgrid.com/marketing_campaigns/ui/campaigns/13835006/edit
https://sendgrid.com/marketing_campaigns/ui/campaigns/13835006/edit
https://sendgrid.com/marketing_campaigns/ui/campaigns/13835006/edit
http://www.pbs.gov.pk/
https://sendgrid.com/marketing_campaigns/ui/campaigns/13835006/edit
https://sendgrid.com/marketing_campaigns/ui/campaigns/13835006/edit
https://gallup.com.pk/search/census%20series
https://sendgrid.com/marketing_campaigns/ui/campaigns/13835006/edit
https://sendgrid.com/marketing_campaigns/ui/campaigns/13835006/edit
https://gallup.com.pk/post/33151
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Wish to Contribute to Gallup Big Data Analysis?  

Gallup Pakistan is looking for collaboration with researchers to expand both the Big Data 

Analysis project as well as this study of national level data. If you have any ideas, please write 

to Bilal I Gilani, Project Director of the Big Data Analysis Series at Gallup Pakistan. 

Methodology:  

The data for this analysis is based on the “7th Population and Housing Census” by the Pakistan 

Bureau of Statistics, Government of Pakistan. 

The 2023 Census, or the “7th Population and Housing Census”, by the Pakistan Bureau of 

Statistics can be accessed at: https://www.pbs.gov.pk/digital-census/detailed-results  

The 2017 Census, or the “6th Population and Housing Census 2017”, by the Pakistan Bureau 

of Statistics can be accessed at: https://www.pbs.gov.pk/content/final-results-census-2017  

For more survey data, see out website http://www.gallup.com.pk/ or contact Gallup Pakistan 

at caf@gallup.com.pk  

 

Disclaimer: Gallup Pakistan has not conducted the survey work. We are only analyzing the 

publicly disclosed data and reports provided by the Government of Pakistan. This is a public 

service activity done on individual initiative of Gallup Pakistan and not in any way endorsed, 

commissioned, or supported by the Government of Pakistan. 

Disclaimer: Gallup Pakistan is not related to Gallup Inc. headquartered in Washington D.C. 

USA. We require that our surveys be credited fully as Gallup Pakistan (not Gallup or Gallup 

Poll). We disclaim any responsibility for surveys pertaining to Pakistani public opinion except 

those carried out by Gallup Pakistan, the Pakistani affiliate of Gallup International 

Association. For details on Gallup International Association see website: www.gallup-

international.com  

Disclaimer: The views and inferences expressed in the article are that of the author themselves 

and Gallup Pakistan does not take any responsibility in this regard. This series, and many such 

initiatives, are internally funded by Gallup Pakistan and Gilani Research Foundation. No 

outside country or local funding has been received for this current activity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.pbs.gov.pk/digital-census/detailed-results
https://www.pbs.gov.pk/content/final-results-census-2017
http://www.gallup.com.pk/
mailto:caf@gallup.com.pk
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