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Survey says 38pc view
PTI as better manager;
business confidence
rises, but majority still
sees country not in
right direction

LAHORE: A survey finds that a
majority of businesspersons (41 per
cent) believe the ruling PML-N has
managed the economy better while
38pc rated the Pakistan Tehreek-i-
Insaf (PTI) government as a better
economic manager whereas 21pc
saw no major difference between

the two governments’ performance. -

According to the Gallup Pakistan
Business Confidence Index Q4 2024
survey report, Pakistan’s business
community is gaining confidence
about the prospects of their busi-
nesses that they believe are
improving.

However, a majority of them still
opine that the country is not head-
ing in the right direction, a percep-
tion that may be a reflection of the
overall political situation in
Pakistan and less linked with eco-
nomic management.

This latest survey is the 14th edi-
tion of a quarterly Business
Confidence Survey that Gallup
Pakistan conducted in more than 30

(districts of the country, surveying
482 small, medium and large busi-
nesses. The Business Confidence
Index is an important barometer cap-
turing the sentiments of business
community in any country and used
across the world by policy makers.

The report mentions that 55pc of
businesspersons think of their busi-
nesses doing very good or good
these days. This shows 10pcincrease
in their perception over previous
survey conducted about six months
ago in Q2 2024. The fieldwork did
not happen in Q3.

The number of businesspersons
who used to rate themselves as
‘very bad’ has declined by 7pc. The
manufacturing sector seems to
have recovered less than the ser-
vices and trade sectors when it
comes to rating the current busi-
ness situation, the report says.

About their future, the business
community is more optimistic as
their score has risen 19pc from six
months ago. Sixty per cent of busi-
nesses in Q4 survey showed positive
expectations about their future while
40pc see things to worsen. The Net
Future Business Confidence score
has increased 36pc since Q2 2024.

“Reduction in inflation, macro-
economic stability and interest rate
cuts contribute to large decreases in
business pessimism,” the report
states, adding that there still remain
grey areas as the ‘direction of the

Pakistan’s Foremost Social Research Lab

41pc of businesspersons believe
PML-N managing economy well

" country score’ remained in the reds

in Q4-2024 that means more busis
nesses feel that Pakistan is moving
in the wrong direction.

The number of such businesses
however has reduced 20pc from the
previous survey as the index has
improved from negative confidence
to poor confidence as defined by the
Gallup in its methodology.

“Overall trend for the past few
quarters has been consistently neg-
ative, however, there has been some"
improvement in the current quar-
ter, “ says the report.

The backbreaking inflation that
erodes the purchasing power of con-:
sumers, was cited as the most impor-
tant problem 30pc of businessmen.
would want the government to.
solve. 5

The number of businesses facing:
power outages declined as 56pc sur-:
veyed said ‘no’ loadshedding hap-.
pened in their establishment on the
day of the survey, while 44pcreplied:
in affirmative. On a quarterly basis,:
loadshedding decreased 17pc.

“More service-providing busi-,
nesses than manufacturers and:
traders decreased their workforce,
“ the survey results shows. Overall,.
the report says, all the three strands.
of Gallup Business Confidence have:
seen an improvement since Q2 2024,
showing there is a growing opti-
mism in the business community..
— Khalid Hasnain £
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Business
confidence rises,
but concerns
persist: Gallup

RECORDER REPORT

KARACHI: Pakistan’s
businessmen are gaining
confidence about the
prospects of their businesses
that they believe are improv-
ing, shows a latest survey.

However, a majority of
them still opine that the
country is not heading in the
right direction, a perception
that the survey report said
may be reflective of the over-
all political situation in
Pakistan and less linked with
economic management.

According to the Gallup
Pakistan Business
Confidence Index for fourth
quarter of 2024 survey
report, 55 percent business-
men think of their businesses
doing very good or good
these days.

This shows 10 percent
increase in their perception
over previous survey con-
ducted about six months ago
in second quarter of 2024.
The fieldwork did not hap-
pen in the third quarter, the
number of businesses who
used to rate themselves as
very bad has declined by 7
percent.

The manufacturing sector
seems to have recovered less
than the services and trade
sector when it comes to rat-
ing the current business situ-
ation, the report said.

About their future, the
business community is more
optimistic as their score has
risen 19 percent from six
months ago. Over 60 percent

businesses in the fourth quar-
ter survey showed positive
expectations about their
future while 40 percent see
things to worsen. The Net
Future Business Confidence
score has increased 36 per-
cent since the second quarter
0f2024.

_ “Reduction in inflation,
macroeconomic stability and
interest rate cuts contribute to
large decreases in business
pessimism,” according to the
survey report. However,
there still remain grey areas
as the ‘direction of the coun-
try score’ remained in the red
in the fourth quarter of 2024
that means more businesses
feel that Pakistan is moving
in the wrong direction.

The numbers of such busi-
nesses however have
reduced 20 percent from the
previous survey as the index
has improved from negative
confidence to poor confi-
dence as defined by the
Gallup in its methodology.

“Overall trend for the past
few quarters has been consis-
tently negative, however,
there has been some
improvement in the current
quarter,” said the report.

Asked which government
managed the economy well,
41 percent of the businesses
surveyed named the ruling
Pakistan Muslim League-
Nawaz while 38 percent
rated the government of for-
mer Prime Minister Imran
Khan as better managers.

Twenty-one percent saw no

difference in the perfor-
mance of the two govern-
ments. :

The backbreaking infla-
tion, that erodes the purchas-
ing power of consumers, was
cited as the most important
problem 30 percent business-
men would want the govern-
ment to solve.

The number of businesses
facing power outages
declined as 56 percent sur-
veyed said ‘no’ loadshedding
happened in their establish-
ment on the day of the sur-
vey, while 44 percent replied
in affirmative. On quarterly
basis, loadshedding
decreased 17 percent.

“More service providing
businesses than manufactur-
ers and traders decreased
their workforce,” the survey
results showed. Overall, the
report said, all the three
strands of Gallup Business
Confidence have seen an
improvement since the sec-
ond quarter of 2024, showing
there is growing optimism in
the business community.

This latest survey is the
14th edition of a quarterly
Business Confidence Survey
that Gallup Pakistan conduct-
ed in more than 30 districts of
the country, surveying 482
small, medium and large
businesses.

The Business Confidence
Index is an important barom-
eter capturing the sentiments
of business community in
any country and used across
the world by policy makers.
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economy rises

Still survey results -
'show concerns
persist over direction
|country is headed

! @ OUR CORRESPONDENT

| LAHORE

Pakistani businessmen ate
| gaining confidence about the
 prospects of their businesses
i that they believe are improv-
| ing, shows a latest survey.

However, a majority of

them are still of the opinion
. that the country is not head-
.ing in the right direction, a

perception that, according
| to the survey report, may be
! reflective of the overall politi-
| cal situation in Pakistan and
.less linked with economic
i management,
{ According to “the Gallup
+ Pakistan Business Confidence
{Index Q4 2024 survey report,
155% of businessmen think of
“their businesses doing very
i good or good these days.

This shows a 10% increase
‘in their perception over the
.previous survey conducted
.about six months ago in the
< second quarter of 2024. The
' fieldwork did not happen in
- the third quarter.

. The number of businesses

. Which used to rate themselves

. as very bad declined 7%.

- The manufacturing sector
seems to have recovered less

1 than the services and trade sec-

tors when it comes to rating the
current business situation, the
report said.

About the future, the busi-
ness community is more opti-
mistic as their score has risen
19% from six months ago. Some
60% businesses in the Q4 survey
showed positive expectations
about their future while 40%
expected things to worsen.

The backbreaking
inflation was cited

as the most critical -
problem, which

30% of businessmen
wanted the
government to resolve

The Net Future Business
Confidence score has in-
creased 36% since the second
quarter of 2024.

“Reduction in inflation,
macroeconomic stability and
interest rate cuts contribute
to a large decrease in business
pessimism,” the survey report
mentioned.

The number of such busi-
nesses fell 20% from the pre-
vious survey as the index
improved from negative con-

fidence to poor confidence,

as defined by Gallup in its
methodology.

“Overall trend for the past few
quarters has been consistently

negative, however, there is,
some improvement in the cur-
rent quarter,” the report said. .

Responding to a question
about which government man-
aged the economy well, 41% of
the businesses surveyed named
the ruling Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz (PML-N) while
38% rated the administration
of former prime 1ninister Imran
Khan as better managers.
Twenty-one per cent saw no |
difference in the performance |
of the two governments.

The backbreaking inflation, :
which erodes the purchasing !
power of consumers, was
cited as the most critical prob- |
lem, which 30% of business-
men wanted the government
to resolve. f

“More service-providing'
businesses than manufactur-
ers and traders reduced their
workforce,” the survey results !
showed. :

Overall, the report said,

all the three strands of the
Gallup Business Confidence
had seen an improvement
since the second quarter of
2024, showing that there
was growing optimism in the
business community.
_ The latest survey is the
14th edition of the quarterly
Business Confidence Survey
conducted in more than 30 dis-
tricts of the country, covering
482 small, medium and large
businesses.
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Business.confidence in economy
rises but concerns persist over
‘countrys direction: Survey

IMRAN ALI KUNDI
ISLAMABAD

Pakistan’s businessmen are gaining

confidence about the prospects of
their businesses that they believe are
improving, shows a latest survey.
However, a majority of them still
opine that the country is not heading

in the right direction, a perception

that the survey report said may be
reflective of the overall political situ-

ation in Pakistan and less linked with -

_economic management.

* According to the Gallup Pakistan’
Business Confidence Index Q4 2024

survey report, 55% businessmen

think of their businesses doing very
good or good these days. This shows

+10% increase in their perception
over previous survey conducted
about six months ago in Q2 2024.
The fieldwork did not happen in Q3.
The number of businesses who used
to rate themselves as very bad has
declined by 7%.

‘The manufacturing sector seems
to have recovered less than the ser-
vices and trade sector when it comes
to rating the current business situa-
tion, the report said.

About their future, the business
community is more optimistic as
their score has risen 19% from six
months ago. 60% businesses in Q4
survey showed positive expecta-
tions about their future while 40%
see things to worsen.
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The Net Future Business Con-
fidence score has increased 36%
since Q2 2024.

“Reduction in inflation, macro-
economic stability and interest rate
cuts contribute to large decreases
in business pessimism,” according
to the survey report. However, there

still remain grey areas as the ‘direc-

tion of the country score’ remained
in the red in Q4-2024 that means

more businesses feel that Pakistanis

- 55pc businessmen

~ think of their

- businesses doing
- very good or good
these days

moving in the wrong direction. The
number of such businesses however
have reduced 20% from the previous
survey as the index has improved
from negative confidence to poor
confidence as defined by the Gallup
in its methodology.

“Overall trend for the past few
quarters has been consistently neg-
ative, however, there has been some
improvement in the current quar-
ter, “ said the report. Asked which
government managed the economy
well, 41% of the businesses sur-
veyed named the ruling Pakistan

Muslim League-Nawaz while 38%
rated the government of former
Prime Minister Imran Khan as bet-
ter managers. Twenty-one percent
saw no difference in the perfor-
mance of the two governments.

The backbreaking inflation, that
erodes the purchasing power of con-
sumers, was cited as the most im-
portant problem 30% businessmen
would want the government to solve.

The number of businesses facing
power outages declined as 56% sur-
veyed said ‘no’ loadshedding hap-
pened in their establishment on the
day of the survey, while 44% replied
in affirmative. On quarterly basis,
loadshedding decreased 17%.

“More service providing busi-
nesses than manufacturers and trad-
ers decreased their workforce, “ the
survey results showed. Overall, the
report said, all the three strands of
Gallup Business Confidence have
seen an improvement since Q2 2024,
showing there is growing optimism
in the business community.

This latest survey is the 14th edi-
tion of a quarterly Business Confi-
dence Survey that Gallup Pakistan
conducted in more than 30 districts
of the country, surveying 482 small,
medium and large businesses.

The Business Confidence Index is
an important barometer capturing
the sentiments of business commu-
nity in any country and used across
the world by policy-makers.
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Business confidence rises, but
majority still see Pakistan as not
heading in right direction: report

Gallup sur 55% of busi
optimism about future grows, but
persist

By Manitoring Desk
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Business confidence in Pakistan has improved, with 55% of entrepreneurs reporting that their
businesses are doing well, according to the Gallup Pakistan Business Confidence Index for the
fourth quarter of 2024. However, a majority still believe the country is not heading in the right

direction, a sentiment linked more to political uncertainty than economic policies.

The survey recorded a 10% increase in positive business perception compared to the second
quarter of 2024. Additionally, businesses rating their situation as “very bad” dropped by 7%. The
services and trade sectors showed stronger recovery than manufacturing, which continues to lag.

Looking ahead, optimism about the future has surged. More than 60% of businesses expect an
improved business environment, marking a 19% rise in confidence since the previous survey. The
Net Future Business Confidence score increased by 36%, reflecting a more positive economic

outlook.

The survey attributes the improved sentiment to falling inflation, macroeconomic stability, and
lower interest rates. However, the 'direction of the country’ score remained negative, meaning
maore businesses still feel Pakistan is moving in the wrong direction. The proportion of such
businesses, however, dropped by 20%.

When asked which government handled the economy better, 41% favored the current Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) administration, while 38% credited former Prime Minister Imran

Khan's tenure. The remaining 21% saw no difference.

Inflation remains the top concern for 30% of business owners, followed by issues related to power
supply and operational costs. The number of businesses experiencing loadshedding decreased by
17% compared to the previous quarter, with 56% reporting no power outages on the day of the
Survey.

The survey also found that more service sector businesses than manufacturers and traders had
reduced their workforce. Despite these challenges, all three indicators of business confidence have

shown improvement since mid-2024, signaling growing optimism in the market.

This 14th edition of Gallup’s quarterly Business Confidence Survey covered 482 businesses across
30 districts, capturing the economic sentiment of small, medium, and large enterprises. The index is
widely used by policymakers and analysts to gauge business confidence and economic trends.
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Business confidence in economy rises amid
~concerns over country’s direction: Gallup Survey

" STAFF REPORTER

* A Gallup Pakistan survey indicates
that business confidence is on the rise

- in the country, as a growing number
‘of businessmen express - optimism
- about their business prospects. How-
ever, despite this improvement, many

. continue to believe that the country is
heading in the wrong direction, with
political instability often cited as the
reason behind these concems. Ac-
cording to the Business Confidence

. Index Q4 2024 survey, 55% of busi-
nessmen feel their businessés are per-

- forming well, marking a 10% increase

from the previous survey in Q2 2024.

; Addmonally, the number of busn-
nesses rating themselves as "very
bad" has declined by 7%.

However, the manufacturing sec-
tor has shown less recovery compared
to the services and trade sectors, mdl-

_ cating mixed performance across in-
dustries. Looking ahead, the business
community remains more optimistic
about the future, with 60% expressing
positive expectations, a 19% increase

. from six months ago.

- The Net Future Business Confi-
dence score has risen by 36% since
Q2 2024, signaling growing opti-

Affiliated with Gallup International

Pakistan’s Foremost Social Research Lab

mism.

Despite the increase in business
confidence, concerns about Pakistan's
overall direction persist. The survey
reveals that the ‘direction of the coun-
try’ score remains negative, suggest-
ing that more businesses still feel
Pakistan is headed in the wrong di-
rection.

However, there has been a 20% re-
duction in businesses expressing this
sentiment compared to the previous
survey, improving the index from
negative to poor confidence, accord-
ing to Gallup's methodology.

The inflation crisis. which contin-
ues to erode purchasing power, was
highlighted as the top issue that busi-
nesses want the government to ad-
dress, with 30% of respondents citing
it as the primary concern. The survey
also noted that reduced inflation,

macroeconomic stability, and interest |

rate cuts have contributed to a decline
in business pessimism.

Regarding the government's eco-
nomic performance, 41% of busi-
nesses believe that the Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N)

“government has managed the econ-
“omy better, while 38% think former

Prime Minister Imran Khan's govern-

ment was more effective. About 21%
felt there was no significant difference
between the two governments’ eco-
nomic management. In terms of infra-
structure, the number of businesses
facing power outages has declined,
with 56% of businesses reporting no
loadshedding on the survey day, a
17% decrease from previous quarters.
. Additionally, while some service-

-providing businesses have reduced

their workforce, manufacturers and
traders reported fewer workforce cuts.
Overall, the Q4 2024 survey points to
a rise in business optimism, with, im-
provements in the business confi-
dence index across all sectors.
However, challenges remain, particu-

" larly in terms of the country's direc-

tion and inflation,

The survey serves as an important
barometer for policymakers, reflect-
ing the sentiments of businesses
across the country and highlighting
key areas for intervention to support
economic growth.

This survey, the 14th edition of
Gallup Pakistan’s quarterly Business
Confidence Survey, was conducted
across 30 districts with a sample size
of 482 businesses, representing small,
medium, and large enterprises.
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Business confidence in economy rises, but concerns persist over

country’s direction: Gallup Survey
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Business confidence
in economy rises, but
concerns persist over
country's direction:
Gallup Survey

W STAFF REPORT

KARACH)

Pakistan's businessmen are
gaining confidence about the
prospects of their businesses
that they believe are improv-
ing, shows a latest survey.
However, a majority of
them still opine that the
country ks not heading in the
right direction, a perception
that the survey report saxd
may be reflective of the
overall political situation in
Pakistan and less linked with
coonomic management.
According to the
Gallup Pakistan Business
Confidence Index Q4 2024
survey report, 55% business-
men think of their businesses
doing very good or good
these days.

Affiliated with Gallup International
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Business confidence rises, But
concerns persist over direction

KARACHI
businessmen are pgaining
confidence  about

Pakistan's  about six months ago in Q2
2024. The fieldwork did not

the  happen in Q3
The of business-

prospects of their b
es that they believe are
mproving, shows a latest
survey

However. a mmonity of
them sull opine that the
country 15 not heading n
the right direction, a per-
ception that the survey
report said may be reflec-
tive of the overall political
situntion in Pakistan and
less linked with economic

management
According to the Gallup
Pakistan Business

Confidence Index 4 2024
survey report, 55% bus-
nessmen think of their busi-
nesses doing very good or
pood these days.

This shows 107% increase
in their perception over pre-
vious survey conducted

es who used to rate them-
selves as very bad has
declmed by ™%

The manufacturing sec-
tor seems o have recovered
less than the services and
trade sector when it comes
to rating the current buss-
ness situation, the report
said. About their future, the
busimess  community  is
more optimistic as their
score has nsen 19 from
six months ago. 60% busi-
nesses  in Q4 survey
showed positive expecta-
tions about thesr future
while 40% see things w0
waorsen

The Net Future Business
Confidence  score  has
increased 36% since Q2
2024

"Reduction in mflation,
macro economic stability
and mterest rate cuts con-
mbute to large decreases in
business pessimism,”
according 10 the survey
report. The number of such
businesses however have
reduced 20% from the pre-
vious survey as the index
has improved from nega-
tive confidence to poor
confidence as defined by
the Gallup m its methodol-
ogy

"Overall trend for the
past few quarters has been
consistently negative, how-
ever, there has been some
mprovesnent m the current
quarter, * sad the report

Asked which govemn-
ment managed the econo-
my well, 41% of the busi-
nesses surveved named the
ruling  Pakistan  Muslim
League-Nawaz while 38%,

rated the government of
former  jailed  Prime
Minister Imran Khan as
better manmagers. Twenty-
one percent saw no differ-
ence in the performance of
the two govermments,

The backbreaking infla-
ton, that erodes the pur-
chasing  power of con-
sumers, was cited as the
most important  problem
30% businessmen would
want the government to
solve. "More service pro-
viding businesses than
manufacturers and traders
decreased their workforee,
* the survey resalts showed

Overall, the repont said,
all the three strands of

Gallup Business
Confidence have seen an
improvement  since Q2

2024, showing there is
growing optimism m the
business commusty. -APP
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Business Confidence in
Economy Rises, But Concerns
Persist Over Country’s
Direction: Gallup Survey

Kawacn: Pakistan's business-
men are gaining conlidence
about the prospects of their
businesses that they believe are
improving, shows o latest sur-
vey. However, a majorily of
e still opine Ut the coutry
is not heading in the right direc-
tion, a perception that the sur
vey report said muy be rellec-
tive of the overall political site-
ation in Pakistan and less linked
with economic management
According tothe Gallup Pukistan
Business Confidence Index Q4
2024 survey report, 5% busi-
nessmen think of their busis

nesses dolng very good o good

these days, This shows 1076
increase n their perception over
previous survey conducted about
six months ago in Q2 2024, The
fieldwork did not happen in
Q3. The number of businesses
who used 1o rate themselves &
very bad has declined by 7%,
The manufacturing secior seems
W have recovered less than the
services and trade sector when
it comes to rating the curremt
business situation, the repoet
sabd. About their future, the
business community is more
optimistic as their score has
risen 9% from sax months ago,
60% businesses in Q4 survey

showed positive expectations
about their future while 40%
se¢ things 10 worsen. The Net
Future Business Confidence
scare has increased 36% since
022024,

"Reduct:on in inflstion,
macro economic stability and
interest rate cuts contribute to
large decreases in business pes-
simism," according to the sur-
vey report. The number of such

20% from thwe previous survey
as the indiex has improved from
negative confidence to poor
confidence as deflined by the

Gallup in iss methodology.
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Web Link: https://www.dawn.com/news/1892627?ref=whatsapp

DAWN

41pc of businesspersons believe PML-N managing economy well

Published Febiuary 18, 2025 | Updaled about 4 hows aga
LAHORE: A survey finds that a majority of businesspersons (41 per cent)
believe the ruling PML-N has managed the economy better while 38pc rated
the Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) government as a better economic manager
whereas 21pc saw no major difference between the two governments’
performance.

According to the Gallup Pakistan Business Confidence Index (4 2024 survey report,
Pakistan’s business community is gaining confidence about the prospects of their
businesses that they believe are improving.

However, a majority of them still opine that the country is not heading in the right
direction, a perception that may be a reflection of the overall political situation in Pakistan
and less linked with economic management.

This latest survey is the 14th edition of a quarterly Business Confidence Survey that Gallup
Pakistan conducted in more than 3o districts of the country, surveying 482 small, medinm
and large businesses. The Business Confidence Index is an important barometer capturing
the sentiments of business community in any country and used across the world by policy
makers,

Survey says 38pc view PTT as better manager;
business confidence rises, but majority still sees

country not in right direction

The report mentions that 55pc of businesspersons think of their businesses doing very good
or good these days. This shows 10pc increase in their perception over previous survey
conducted about six months ago in Q2 2024, The fieldwork did not happen in Q3.

The number of businesspersons who used to rate themselves as “very bad’ has declined by
7pc. The manufacturing sector seems to have recovered less than the services and trade
sectors when if comes to rating the current business situation, the repaort says.

About their future, the business community is more optimistic as their score has risen 19pc
from six months ago. Sixty per cent of businesses in Q4 survey showed positive
expectations about their future while 4opc see things to worsen. The Net Future Business
Confidence score has increased 36pc since Q2 2024.
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Pakistan’s Foremost Social Research Lab

“Redunction in inflation, macro-economic stability and interest rate cuts contribute to large
decreases in business pessimism,” the report states, adding that there still remain grey
areas as the ‘direction of the country score’ remained in the red in Q4-2024 that means
more businesses feel that Pakistan is moving in the wrong direction.

The number of such businesses however has reduced 2opc from the previous sarvey as the
index has improved from negative confidence to poor confidence as defined by the Gallup
in its methodology.

“Overall trend for the past few quarters has been consistently negative, however, there has
been some improvement in the current quarter, * says the report.

The backbreaking inflation that erodes the purchasing power of consumers, was cited as the
most important problem 3opc of businessmen would want the government to solve.

The number of businesses facing power outages declined as 56pc surveyed said ‘no’
loadshedding happened in their establishment on the day of the survey, while 44pc replied
in affirmative. On a quarterly basis, loadshedding decreased 17pc.

“More service-providing businesses than manufacturers and traders decreased their
workforce,  the survey results shows. Overall, the report says, all the three strands of
Gallup Business Confidence have seen an improvement since (2 2024, showing thereisa
growing optimism in the business community.
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EARACHI: Pakistan's businessmen are gaining confidence about the prospects of their
buzineszas that they believe are impraoving, shows 2 latest survey.

However, 2 majority of them still opine that the country is not heading in the right
direction, a perception that the survey repart said may be reflective of the overall political
sitnation in Pakistan and less linked with economic management.

apcording to the Gallup Pakistan Ensiness Confidence Index for fourth quartar of 2024
SUIVEY IEpaIt, 55 percent businessmen think of their busineszes doing very good or good
thass days.

This shows 20 percent inereasa in their percaption over previons survey conducted about
six manths ago in second quarter of 2024 The fisldwerk did not happan in the third
quartar, the number of businessez who nzed to rate themeslves as very bad has declined by

The manufarturing sector seems 1o have recoverad less than the services and trade sector
when it comes to rating the corrent business sitnation, the report =aid.

about their future, the business community is more optimistic 25 their score has risen 129
parcent from six months ago. Over 6o percent businesses in the fourth quarter survey
showed positive axpactations abont their future while 40 percent see things to worsen. The
et Future Business Confidence score has increased 56 percent sinee the sacond quarter of
2024,

“Rednction in inflation, macreeconomic stability and interest rate oats contribute to large
decreases in business pessimizm "~ according to the survey report. However, there still
remain prey areas as the ‘direction of the conntry score’ remained in the red in the fourth
quartar of 2024 that means mors businesses fagl that Pakistan is meving in the wrong
diraction.

The numbers of such businesses however have reduced 2o parcent from the previons
sarvey as the index has improved from negative confidenece to poor confidence as defined

by the Gallng in its methodnlogy.

“owerall trand for tha past few guartars has baen consistently negative, however, there has
bean some improvemant in the corrent quarter,” said the repart.

Asked which government manzged the economy well, 41 percant of the businesses
surveyed namad the ruling Pakistan Muslim Leagne-Nawaz while 38 percent rated the
government of formar Prime Minister Imran Ehan as batter managers. Twenty-ona
percent saw no difference in the performance of the twe governments.

The backbreaking inflation, that erodes the parchasing power of consumers, was cited as
the most important problem 3o percent businezzmen wonld want the povernment to zalve.

The number of busineszes facing power outages declined as 56 percent surveyed szid 'no’
load=hedding happenad in their astablishmeant cn the day of the survey, while 44 parcent
repliad in affirmative. On quarterly basis, leadshedding decreased 17 percant.

“Mora service providing businesses than manufacturers and traders decrezsed their
workforca,” the survey results showed. Cwverall, the repart said, all the three strands of
Gallup Business Confidencs have s2en an improvement sinee the second quarter of 2024,
showing there is growing optimizm in the business community.

This latest survay is the 14th adition of a quarterly Businesz Confidence Survey that Gzllup

Pakistan conducted in more than go districts of the country, surveying 482 small, medinm
and large busineszas.

The Business Confidence Index is an important barometer capturing the sentiments of
business community in any country and nsed across the world by policy makers.
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Business confidence in economy rises

5till survey results show concerns persist over direction country is headed

The Net Future Business Confidence score has increased 36% since the second quarter of
2024.

Our Correspondent  February 18, 2025
"Reduction in inflation, macroeconomic stability and interest rate cuts contribute to a large

decrease in business pessimism," the survey report mentioned.

The number of such businesses fell 20% from the previous survey as the index improved
from negative confidence to poor confidence, as defined by Gallup in its methodology.

"Overall trend for the past few quarters has been consistently negative, however, there is
some improvement in the current quarter," the report said.

Responding to a question about which government managed the economy well, 41% of the
businesses surveyed named the ruling Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz (PML-N) while 38%
rated the administration of former prime minister Imran Khan as better managers. Twenty-
one per cent saw no difference in the performance of the two governments.

The backbreaking inflation, which erodes the purchasing power of consumers, was cited as
the most critical problem, which 30% of businessmen wanted the government to resolve.

"More service-providing businesses than manufacturers and traders reduced their
workforce," the survey results showed.

Overall, the report said, all the three strands of the Gallup Business Confidence had seen an
improvement since the second quarter of 2024, showing that there was growing optimism
in the business community.

The latest survey is the 14th edition of the quarterly Business Confidence Survey conducted
LAHORE: Pakistani businessmen are gaining confidence about the prospects of i more than 30 districts of the country, covering 482 small, medium and large businesses.
their businesses that they believe are improving, shows a latest survey.

However, a majority of them are still of the opinion that the country is not heading in the
right direction, a perception that, according to the survey report, may be reflective of the
overall political situation in Pakistan and less linked with economic management.

According to the Gallup Pakistan Business Confidence Index Q4 2024 survey report, 55% of
businessmen think of their businesses doing very good or good these days.

This shows a 10% increase in their perception over the previous survey conducted about six
months ago in the second quarter of 2024. The fieldwork did not happen in the third
quarter.

The number of businesses which used to rate themselves as very bad declined 7%.

The manufacturing sector seems to have recovered less than the services and trade sectors
when it comes to rating the current business situation, the report said.

About the future, the business community is more optimistic as their score has risen 19%
from six months ago. Some 60% businesses in the Q4 survey showed positive expectations
about their future while 40% expected things to worsen.
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Business confidence in economy rises but concerns persist over

country’s direction: Survey
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88pc businessmen think of their businesses doing very good or good these days
2 hours ago Imran Ali Kundi
ISLAMABAD - Pakistan's businessmen are gaining confidence about the prospecis

of their businesses that they believe are improving, shows a latest survey.

However, a majority of them still opine that the country is not heading in the right
direction, a perception that the survey report said may be reflective of the overall
political situation in Pakistan and less linked with economic management

According to the Gallup Pakistan Business Confidence Index Q4 2024 survey report,
55% businessmen think of their businesses doing very good or good these days. This
shows 10% increase in their perception over previous survey conducted about six
months ago in Q2 2024. The fieldwork did not happen in Q3. The number of
businesses who used to rate themselves as very bad has declined by 7%.

The manufacturing sector seems to have recovered less than the services and trade
sector when it comes to rating the current business situation, the report said

About their future, the business community is more optimistic as their score has risen
19% from six months age. 60% businesses in Q4 survey showed positive
expectations about their future while 40% see things to worsen.

The Net Future Business Confidence score has increased 36% since Q2 2024.

“Reduction in inflation, macro-economic stability and interest rate cuts contribute to
large decreases in business pessimism,” according to the survey report. However,
there still remain grey areas as the ‘direction of the country score’ remained in the red
in Q4-2024 that means more businesses feel that Pakistan is moving in the wrong
direction. The number of such businesses however have reduced 20% from the
previous survey as the index has improved from negative confidence to poor
confidence as defined by the Gallup in its methodology.

“Overall trend for the past few quarters has been cor ly negative, h \
there has been some improvement in the current quarter, * said the report. Asked
which government managed the economy well, 41% of the businesses surveyed
named the ruling Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz while 38% rated the government of
former Prime Minister Imran Khan as better managers. Twenty-one percent saw no

difference in the performance of the two governments.
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The backbreaking inflation, that erodes the purchasing power of consumers, was
cited as the most important problem 30% businessmen would want the government to
solve.

The number of businesses facing power outages declined as 56% surveyed said ‘no
loadshedding happened in their establishment on the day of the survey, while 44%
replied in affirmative. On quarterly basis, loadshedding decreased 17%.

“More service providing businesses than manufacturers and traders decreased their
workforce, * the survey results showed. Overall, the report said, all the three strands
of Gallup Business Confidence have seen an improvement since Q2 2024, showing
there is growing optimism in the business community.

This latest survey is the 14th edition of a quarterly Business Confidence Survey that
Gallup Pakistan conducted in more than 30 districts of the country, surveying 482
small, medium and large businesses.

The Business Cenfidence Index is an important barometer capturing the sentiments
of business community in any country and used across the world by policy-makers.
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Business Confidence Increases in Pakistan’s Economy, Doubts Persist

Over Direction: Gallup
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Pakistan’s businessmen are gaining confidence about the prospects of their businesses that they believe
are improving, according to the latest Gallup survey.

However, a majority of them still opine that the country is not heading in the right direction, a
perception that the survey report said may be reflective of the overall political situation in Pakistan and
less linked with economic management.

According to the Gallup Pakistan Business Confidence Index Q4 2024 survey report, 55 percent of
businessmen think of their businesses doing very good or good these days. This shows a 10 percent
increase in their perception over the previous survey conducted about six months ago in Q2 2024. The
fieldwork did not happen in Q3.

The number of businesses that used to rate themselves as very bad has declined by 7 percent.

‘The manufacturing sector seems to have recovered less than the services and trade sector when it
comes to rating the current business situation, the report said.
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About their future, the business community is more optimistic as their score has risen 19 percent from
six months ago. 60 percent of businesses in the (4 survey showed positive expectations about their
future while 40 percent see things worsening.

The Net Future Business Confidence score has increased by 36 percent since Q2 2024.

“Reduction in inflation, macroeconomic stability, and interest rate cuts contribute to large decreases in
business pessimism,” according to the survey report. However, there still remain grey areas as the
‘direction of the country score’ remained in the red in (4-2024 which means more businesses feel that

Pakistan is moving in the wrong direction.

The number of such businesses however has reduced by 20 percent from the previous survey as the
index has improved from negative confidence to poor confidence as defined by Gallup in irs
methadology.

"Overall trend for the past few quarters has been consistently negative, however, there has been some

improvement in the current quarter, " said the report.

Asked which government managed the economy well, 41 percent of the businesses surveyed named the
ruling Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz while 38 percent rated the government of former Prime
Minister Imran Khan as the better manager. 21 percent saw no difference in the performance of the two

EOVETNMENLS.

The backbreaking inflation, which erodes the purchasing power of consumers, was cited as the most

important problem 30 percent of businessmen would want the government to solve.

The number of businesses facing power outages declined as 56 percent surveyed said ‘no’ load-shedding
happened in their establishment on the day of the survey, while 44 percent replied in affirmative. On a

quarterly basis, load-shedding decreased by 17 percent.

"More service-providing businesses than manufacturers and traders decreased their workforce, ™ the
survey results showed. Overall, the report said, all three strands of Gallup Business Confidence have

seen an improvement since (J2 2024, showing there is growing optimism in the business community.

This latest survey is the 14th edition of a quarterly Business Confidence Survey that Gallup Pakistan
conducted in more than 30 districts of the country, surveying 482 small, medium, and large businesses.

The Business Confidence Index is an important barometer capturing the sentiments of the business

community in any country and is used across the world by policymakers.
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Pakistan’s business confidence soars in Q4 2024, Gallup
survey reports

February 17, 2025 (MLN): Pakistan's businessmen are gaining confidence abeout the prospects of their
businesses, with 55% of them believing their businesses are performing well, according to the latest
Gallup Pakistan Business Confidence Index Q4 2024 survey.

The survey reveals a 10% increase in busi fid pared to the previous survey conducted in
Q2 2024,

Despite this improvement, a majority of businessmen still believe that the country is not heading in the

right direction, a sentiment linked to the political situation rather than it

The report also highlighted a decline of 7% in the number of businesses rating their performance as very
bad.

The manufacturing sector showed a slower recovery compared to the services and trade sectors.

Leoking ahead, business optimism is on the rise, with a 19% increase in positive future expectations. 60%
of businesses expressed hope for the future, while 40% predicted a decline.

The Net Future Business Conflidence score has risen by 36% since Q2 2024. The report attributes this shift
to factors like inflation reduction, macroeconamic stability, and interest rate cuts.

However, concerns remain, s the ‘direction of the country’ seore remains negative, indicating that many
businesses still feel Pakistan is moving in the wrong direction.

Thiz perception, howewer, improved by 20% from the previous survey, moving from negative confidence te
poor confidence.

When asked about which government managed the economy better, 41% of businesses cited the ruling
Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz [PML-N), while 33% favared the government of former Prime Minister
Imran Khan.

Twenty-one percent saw no significant difference between the twe.

Inflation, which erodes consumers’ purchasing power, was identified by 30% of businesses as the most
eritical issue they want the government to address.

Additionally, the survey noted a 17% reduction in power cutages, with 56% of businesses reporting ne
loadshedding during the survey period.

The survey alse | that more
had to reduce their workforce.

and traders,

Owerall, the survey indicates growing eptimism among Pakistan's business community, marking 2 positive
trend since the previous quarters.

The survey, which is the 14th edition of Gallup Pakistan's quarterly Business Confidence Survey, was
conducted across more than 30 districts and included 482 small, medivm, and large businesses.
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Business Confidence in Economy Rises, But Concerns Persist Over Country’s Direction: Gallup Survey
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Karachi: Pakislan's busnessmen are gaining confidence abaut the praspects of their businesses that they believe are improving, shows a latest survey.

Heaweves, & majority of them sill opine that the: county is not heading in e right direclicn, = percepion St the survey report said may be reflective of the overall paiical situation in Pakistn and kess linked with economic managemen,
According to the Gallup Pakistan Business Confidence Index 04 2024 survey report, 55% businessmen think of their businesses doing very good cr gaod these days.

This shawes 10% increase in their percepion over previous survey conducted about six months ago n O2 2024, The feidwork d nol happen in 3.

The number of busiesses who used 1o rate hemseves & very bad has decined by 7%

The manufacturing secior seems b have recovered less than the servces and trede sectar when it comes ta raling the cument business sibiaan. the report seid.

Abaut the fulure, e business cammunity is more oplimisSc a5 their score his fisen 19% fram six manths ago. 60% businesses in 04 survey showed positive expecations sboul their fulure whie 40% see things ko worsen.

The: Net Future: Business Conficence score has incresed 38% since 02 2024,

“Reducian in inflation, macro economic stabiity ard interest rate cuts contribute 1o large decresses in business pessimizn,” acoarding Lo the survey reporl.

The number of such businesses hawever heve reduced 20% fram the previous survey as the index has improved from negalive confdence to poar confidence a5 defined by the Galu inits methadalogy.

“Overall irerd far he past few quarters e been consistertly negative, Fowever, lhere has been some imarovement i the current quarter” said the report.

Ashed which government managed the ecanamy wel, 41% of the businesses surveyed named the rufing Pakisten Musim L while 38% rated the former jailed Prime Khan s gers. Twenty saw na ifference in the performance of the tva gavermments.
The becktireaing inflation, a1 erodes the purchessing power of consumers. was dited a3 would went the: scive.

“More servios praviding businesses than and iraders decreased thei " the survey resuls shawed.

Overall, the repan said, al the three strands of Gallup Busi haye seen ani since Q2 2024, is growing oplimism in the business community.

This latest survey is the 148 edition of 2 quarterly Business Canfidence Survey tat Gallup Pakistan conducted in more than 30 Gsicts of e counlry, surveying 462 small, medium and large businesses:
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Business confidence in Pakistan
increases, concerns about national
direction persist: Gallup Survey

In Gallup Pakistan's Business Confidence Index report for the fourth quarter of 2024

X O @ & B v O3rtomma

V' Last Updatos Februiry 17, 2025 520 Pm

Karachi: Business confidence in Pakistan is improving regarding opportunities within the country, but

inesses still express concemns sbout the country's oversll direction. According to
the latest survey, this : political =it

In Galup Pakistan's Business Confidence index repart for the fourth quartes of 2024, 55% of
businesses reported that their operations are doing well or very wel. Compared to a survey

rmonths earier, busit has 0%

Y the number perceiving oncitions h
decreazed by 7% Whil nfidency sector
has its trust. Moreover, by 5 more opt about the future, with a 19%
nthe Qs r, 0% of bu i future, whie 40%

about further i tion of business conditions. Compared to the second
et net bkt % in

The report indicates that the reduction in inflation, econormic stabiity, and lower interest rates have
played a significant roke in the deciine of business pessimism. Gallup's report mentioned that recent

had she trend, bust the current quarter showed some improvernent.

Regarding government performance, 41% of businezses befieve the current Pakistan Musiim League-
Nowaz (PML: v . while 38% Prime
Minister imean Khan's government to be a better economic manager. Meanwhile, 21% of respondents
saw no significant difference in the performance of both gavernments.

The zurvey respandents cited high inflatian as the most critical issue, which is erodi
purchasing power. Thirty percent of businezses want the government to addres:
the survey highlighted in all three areas of Galkup's B Conf
quarter of 2024, reflecting optimizm amang businesses.

This survey is the [4th edition of Gallup's Business Confidence, conducted with over 482 small,
‘medium and large businesses acrozs mere than 0 districts of Pakistan.
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Business confidence on the rise in
Pakistan, survey shows
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Pakistan’s businessmen are gaining confidence about the prospects of their
businesses that they befieve are improving, shows a latest survey.

However, 2 majority of them still opine that the country is not heading in the
right direction, a perception that the survey report said may be reflective of the
overall poitical situation in Pakistan and less linked with economic management.

According to the Gallup Pakistan Business Confidence Index Q4 2024 survey.
repart, 55% businessmen think of their businesses doing very good or good
these days.

This shows 10% increase in their perception over previous survey conducted
about six months ago in 02 2024. The fieldwork did not happen in Q3.

The number of busir who used to rate as very bad has
declined by 7%.
The ing sector seems t less than the services and

trads sector when it comes to rating the current business situation, the report
said.

About ther future, the business community is more optimistic as their score has
risen 19% from six months ago. 80% businesses in Q4 survey showed positive:
expectations about ther future while 40% see things to worsen.

The Net Future Business Confidence score has increased 36% since Q2 2024.

“Reduction in inflation, macro economic stabiity and interest rate cuts.

1o large in business * according to the survey
report. However, there still remain grey areas as the ‘direction of the country
score’ remained in the red in Q4-2024 that means more businesses feel that
Pakistan is moving in the wrong direction.

The number of such businesses however have reduced 20% from the previous
survey as the index has improved from negative confidence to poor confidence
as defined by the Gallup in its methodology.

“Overall trend for the past few quarters has been consistently negative,
however, there has been some improvement in the current quarter, * said the
report.

Asked which government managed the economy wel, 41% of the businesses

the istan Muskim wihie 38 rated the
‘government of former Prime Minister imran Khan as better managers. Twenty-
one percent saw no difference in the performance of the Two govemments.

The backbresking inflation, that erodes the purchasing power of consumers,
was cited a5 the most important problem 30% businessmen would want the
govermment to sclve.

The numbsr of businesses facing power outages declined 35 56% survey=d said
no loadshedding happened in their establishment on the day of the survey,
while 44% replied in affirmative. Gn quarterly basis, ladshedding decreased
7%

*More service providing businesses than manufacturers and traders decreased
their workforce, * the survey results showed. Overall, the report said, all the

of Gallup Business Cor i since:
G2 2024, shawing thers is grewing aptimism in the business community.

This latest survey is the 14th edition of a quarterly Business Confidence Survey
that Gallup Pakistan conductad in more than 30 districts of the country,
jing 42 small, medium and large

The Business Confidence Index s an important barometer capturing the
sentiments of business community in any country and used across the world by
policy makers.
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Business Confidence in Economy
Rises, But Concerns Persist Over
Country’s Direction: Gallup Survey
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Karachi, February 17: Pakislan's businessmen are gaining confidence about the

praspects of their i that they believe are improving, shows a lalest survey.

Hewisver, & majority of them still opine that the eounlry is nol heading in Lhe right
directicn, a pereeption that the survey report said may be refllective of the overall
political siLuation in Pakistan and kss linked wilh econemic management.

According Lo Lhe Gallug Pakistan Business Confidence Index 4 2024 survey repart, 55%
businessmen think of Lheir businesses doing very good o good these days.

This showes 10% inerease in Lheir pereeplion aver previcus survey condueled abeut six
manths ago in Q2 2024, The hieldwork did not haggen in Q3.

The number of businesses who used 1o rate themsebes a5 very bad has declined by 7%.

T ranulacturing Seclor seems 1o have recovered ks than the services and wade
Sector wher il comes Lo rating the current business situation, the report said.

Aboul their fulure, (he business communiily is more optinistic as Ui score has risen
19% from six enths ago. 60% businesses in 04 survey showed positive expectations
about their Tutwure while 40% see things o worsen.

The MNet Future Business Conlidence score has increased 36% since Q2 2024,

“Redduction in inflation, macre ecenamic siability and inlerest rate cuts contribute Lo
large decreases in business pessimism,” according Lo Lhe survey repar.

The number of such businesses however have reduced 20% from the previous survey a5
Lhe index has improved from negative confidence Lo poar canfidence a5 defined by the
Gallug in its methodalogy.

“Overall rend lor the past few gquarlers has been consistently negative, however, Lthere
has Been some imgrovement in the current quarter, " said the reporl.

Asked which government managed Lhe econormy well, 41% of the businesses surveyed
named the ruling Pakistan Musfim League Mawaz while 389 rated the governenent of
former jailed Prime Minister Imean Khan as betler managers, Twenly-one percent saw
no difference in the perfarmance of the we governments,

The backbreaking inflation, (hal erodes the purchasing pawer of consurners, was dled
&% the most important problem 30% businessmen would want Lhe government 1o salve.

“More service providing businesses Lhan manulaclurers and aders decreased their
warklorce, * the survey resulls showed.

Orerall, the report said, all the three sirands of Gallup Business Confidence have seen
an improvernent since Q2 2024, showing there is growing optimism in Lthe business

comMmunity.

This latest survey is the 140 edition of a quanerly Business Configence Survey that
Gallup Pakistan conducted in more than 30 districts of the country, surveying 482 small,
rvedium and Lrge Businesses.
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mnsi;;ss ewanﬂdenoe in economy rises, but concerns
persist over country’s direction: Gallup Survey
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According Lo Lhe lalest survey, Pakislan's businessmen aré gaining confdence aboul Lheir businesses’
prospecls, which Lhey belisve are improving. However, mosl of Uhem still apineg Lhal Uhe caunlry is mal
heading in Lhe righl direclion, a perceplion Lhal Lhe survey réporl said may reflect Lhe overall political
siluaticn in PakisLan and i less linked wilh economic management.

According Lo Lhe Gallup Pakistan Business Conlidence Index 04 2024 survey reporl, 55% af
businessmen Lhink Lheir businesses are doing well.

This shows a 10% increass in Lheir perceplion awer Lhe survey conducled sic monlhs ago in Q2 2024,
The leldwork did nol happen in Q3. The nember of businesses who used Lo rale Lhemsehes a5 very bad
has declined by 7%. The reporl said Lhal Lhe manufacluring seclor Seems Lo have recovered less Lhan
Lhe servicas and rsde seclors when il eomes Lo raling Uhe currenl business silualion.

The: business commuenily is more oplimislic aboul Uheir fulere, a3 Lheir score has risen 19% from six
monlhs ago. 60% of businesses in Lhe O survey showed posilive expesclalions aboul Lheir fulure,
wifiile 40% Saw Lings woarsening. The Mel Fulure Business Canlidence score has increased by 36%
since 02 2024,

“Reduclion in inflalion, matroeconomic slabdlily and inlerest rale culs conlribule Lo large decreases in
business pessimism,” acoarding Lo Uhe Survey reporl.

Howwever, Lhe number of such businesses has reduced by 20% compared Lo Lhe previous sunny as Le
index has improved from negalive Lo poor confidence, as defined by Gallup inils methodology.

The: reporl said, “Owverall, Lhe Lrend far Uhe pasl few quarlerns has been cansislently negalive; however,
Lhere has basn some improvemsnl in Uhe currenl guarler. ®

When asked which governrmenl managed Lhe sconamy well, £1% of Uhe businesses surveyed named Lhe
ruling Pakislan Muslim League-Mawaz, while 38% raled Lhe government of former jailed Prime Minister
Imran Khan as beller mansgers. Twenly-one percent saw no difference in Lhe performance of Lhe Land
gevernmenls.

Backbreaking inflalion, which erodes consumers” purchasing power, was ciled as Lhe mosl impoartant
probdem 30% of businessmen would wanl Lhe governmenl Lo solve, “More senvice-providing
businesses Lhan manufaclurérs and Lraders decressed Lheir workforce, * Lhe survey résulls showesd.

Cruerall, Lhe reporl said, all Lheese slrands of Gallup Business Conlidence have improved since Q2 2024,
showing growing aplimism in the business communily.

This lalesl survey is Lhe 140k edilion of & quarlerty Business Confidence Survay Uhal Gallup Pakislan
condwcled inmore Lhan 30 counlry dislricls, Ssureeying 82 small, medium and large businesseas,
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Business Confidence in
Economy Rises, But
Concerns Persist Over
Country’s Direction: Gallup
Survey
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Pakistan’s businessmen are gaining confidence about the prospects of their businesses  Asked which government managed the economy well, 41% of the businesses
that they believe are improving, shows a latest survey. surveyed namead the ruling Pakistan Muslim League-Nawaz while 38% ratad the
government of former jailed Prime Minister Imran Khan as better managers. Twenty-

Howrever, a majority of them still opine that the country is not heading in the right one percent saw no difference in the performance of the two governments.

direction, a perception that the survey report said may be reflective of the overall

political situation in Pakistan and less linked with economic management. The backbreaking inflation, that erodes the purchasing power of consumers, was cited
as the most important problem 20% businessmen would want the government to
According to the Gallup Pakistan Business Confidence Index Q4 2024 survey report, solve.
55% businessmen think of their businesses doing very good or good these days.
"More service providing busi than facturers and traders decreased their

This shows 10% increase in their parception over previous survey conducted about sk ordforce, " the survey results showed.

months ago in Q2 2024, The fieldwork did not happen in Q3.

Owverall, the report said, zll the three strands of Gallup Business Confidence have seen
an improvement since G2 2024, showing there is growing optimism in the business
community.

The number of businessas who used to rate themselves as very bad has declined by
7.

The manufacturing sector seems to have recovered less than the services and trade  Thig latest survey is the 14th edition of 2 quarterly Business Confidence Survey that
sector when it comes to rating the current business situation, the report said. Gallup Pakistan conducted in more than 20 districts of the country, surveying 482

small, medium and large businesses,
About their future, the business community is more optimistic as their score has risen

1%% from six months ago. 60% businesses in Q4 survey showed positive expectations
about their future while 40% see things to worsen.

The Net Future Business Confidence score has increased 36%: since Q2 2024,

"Reduction in inflation, macro economic stability and interest rate cuts contribute to
large decreases in business pessimism,” according to the survey report.

The number of such businesses however have reduced 20% from the previous survey
as the index has improved from negative confidence to poor confidence as defined by
the Gallup in its methodology.

"Owerall trend for the past few quarters has been consistently negative, however,
there has been some improvement in the current quarter, ” said the report.
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Business Confid ence in Econo my Rises, But Concerns “More service providing businesses than manufacturers and traders decreased their workforce, * the survey results
PerSISt Over Countryls DI rectlon % Gal | U") SU rvey showed. Overall, the report said, all the three strands of Gallup Business Confidence have seen an improvement since Q2

2024, showing there is growing optimism in the business community.
by TechnBiz | 17 2, 25 | 0 comments

This latest survey is the 14th edition of a quarterly Business Confidence Survey that Gallup Pakistan conducted in more
than 30 districts of the country, surveying 482 small, medium and large businesses.

The Business Confidence Index is an important barometer capturing the sentiments of business community in any
country and used across the world by policy makers.

Affiliated with Gallup International

Pakistan’s Foremost Social Research Lab

Pakistan’s businessmen are gaining confidence about the prospects of their businesses that they believe are improving,
shows a latest Gallup survey.

However, a majority of them still opine that the country is not heading in the right direction, a perception that the survey
report said may be reflective of the overall political situation in Pakistan and less linked with economic management.

According to the Gallup Pakistan Business Confidence Index Q4 2024 survey report, 55% businessmen think of their
businesses doing very good or good these days.

This shows 10% increase in their perception over previous survey conducted about six months ago in Q2 2024. The
fieldwork did not happen in Q3.

The number of businesses who used to rate themselves as very bad has declined by 7%.

The manufacturing sector seems to have recovered less than the services and trade sector when it comes to rating the
current business situation, the report said.

About their future, the business community is more optimistic as their score has risen 19% from six months ago. 60%
businesses in Q4 survey showed positive expectations about their future while 40% see things to worsen.

The Net Future Business Confidence score has increased 36% since Q2 2024,

“Reduction in inflation, macro economic stability and interest rate cuts contribute to large decreases in business
pessimism.” according to the survey report. However, there still remain grey areas as the ‘direction of the country score’
remained in the red in Q4-2024 that means more businesses feel that Pakistan is moving in the wrong direction,

The number of such businesses however have reduced 20% from the previous survey as the index has improved from
negative confidence to poor confidence as defined by the Gallup in its methodology.

“Overall trend for the past few quarters has been consistently negative, however, there has been some improvement in
the current quarter, " said the report.

Asked which government managed the economy well, 41% of the businesses surveyed named the ruling Pakistan Muslim
League-Nawaz while 38% rated the government of former Prime Minister Imran Khan as better managers. Twenty-one
percent saw no difference in the performance of the two governments.

The backbreaking inflation, that erodes the purchasing power of consumers, was cited as the most important problem
30% businessmen would want the government to solve.

The number of businesses facing power outages declined as 56% surveyed said o loadshedding happened in their
establishment on the day of the survey. while 44% replied in affi On quarterly basis. ing decreased 17%.
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Business confidence in economy
rises, but concerns persist over
country’s direction: Gallup Survey

Ey Web Deck - Fobraary 18

Karachi

Pakistan's businessmen are gaining confidence about the prospects of their businesses that
they believe are improving, shows a latest survey.

However, a majority of them still opine that the country is not heading in the right
direction, a perception that the survey report said may be reflective of the overall political
situation in Pakistan and less linked with economic management.

According to the Gallup Pakistan Business Confidence Index Q4 2024 survey report, 55%
businessman think of their businesses doing very good or good these days.

This shows 10% increase in their parception over previous survey conducted about six
months ago in Q2 2024, The fieldwerk did not happen in Q2.

The number of businesses who used to rate themselves as very bad has declined by 7%,
The manufacturing sector seems to have recovered less than the services and trade sector
when it comes to rating the current business situation, the report said.

About their future, the business community is more optimistic as their score has risen 19%
from six months ago. 50% businesses in Q4 survey showed positive expectations about
their future while 40%: see things to worsen.

The Met Future Business Confidence score has increased 26% since Q2 2024,

"Reduction in inflation, macro economic stability and interest rate cuts contribute to large
decreases in business pessimism,” according to the survey report.

The number of such businesses however have reduced 20% from the previous survey as
the index has improved from negative confidence to poor confidence as defined by the
Gallup in its methodology.

"Crerall trend for the past few guarters has been consistently negative, however, there has
been some improvemant in the current quarter, ™ said the report.

Asked which governmeant managed the economy well, 41% of the businesses surveyad
named the ruling Pakistan Muslim League-Mawaz while 38% rated the government of
former jailad Prime Minister Imran Khan as better managears. Twenty-one percent saw no
differance in the performance of the bwo governments.

The backbreaking inflation, that erodes the purchasing power of consumers, was cited as
the most important problem 20% businessmen would want the government to solve.
"More service providing businesses than manufacturers and traders decreaszed their
waorkforce, " the survey results showed.

Owerzll, the report said, all the three strands of Gallup Business Confidence have ssen an
improvement since Q2 2024, showing there is growing optimism in the business
community.

This latest survey is the 14th adition of a guarterly Business Confidence Survey that Gallup
Pakistan conducted in more than 30 districts of the country, surveying 482 small, madium

and lzarge businesses.
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Optimism of Businessmen Growing, Finds
Gallup Pakistan Survey

Staft Report | Fobruary 172025 | 1 min. read

A majority of Pakistan's gaining ‘sbout future prospects of their endeavors, though still believe the
country is not heading in the right direction, according to a survey conducted by Gallup Pakistan.

The Gallup Pakistan Business Confidence Index Q4 2024 has found that 55% of businessmen think their operations are doing
*very good” or “good” in the prevailing scenario. This marks & 10% increase over their perceptions six months ago. Al the same
time, the number of businesses who had rated their operations as proceeding "very bad” six months ago has declined by T%

The report has validated prevailing economic trends, with the manufacturing sector recovering less than the services and trade
sector with regards to the current business climate.

Looking forward, the business community's optimism about the future has improved by 19% from six months back, with 60% of
businesses expecting further improvement while 40% believe the situation will deteriorate.

However, a majority of them still opine that the country is not heading in the right direction, a perception that the survey report
said may be reflective of the overall political situation in Pakistan and less linked with economic management.

“Reduction in inflation, macroeconomic stability and interest rate cuts contribute to large decreases in business pessimism,”
read the report. “Overall trend for the past few quarters has been consistently negative, however, there has been some
improvement in the current quarter” it added

To a question on which government had managed the economy better, 1% of businesses polled named the ruling Pakistan
Mushim League (Nawaz), while 33% rated the of the Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf as better managers The remainder
f inthe of the two

21% saw no

The most important problem that businessmen desired 10 see resolved by the government was inflation, which has eroded the
purchasing power of consumers. “More service providing than d traders decyensed thalr
workforce” the survey results showed.

Overall, said the report, all three strands of Gallup Business Confidence have seen an improvement since Q2 2024, showing there
is growing optimism in the business community.

The survey is the 14th edition of a quarterly Business Confidence Survey conducted by Gallup Pakistan It spanned over 30
districts of the country, surveying 482 small, medium and large businesses.
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Business Confidence Rises in Pakistan,
But Doubts Remain: Gallup

ByMTTaam Februury T0.2005 @2 w0

A recent Gallup Pakistan survey reveals that buzness confidence in Pakistan has improved, yet

many sti question the country’s overall drection

ording to the Gallup 2024, 55%
rated their current busingss conditions 3% “gooc” or “very good,” refiocting 3 10% increase from the
last Y n02 2024, the number sy rated thel

situation as “very bad” haz dropped by TR

Optimism for the Future

Buziness expectations for the future are also on the nze. The survey found that 60% of businesses
Cxpect positive growth in the coming months. marking 3 19% increase from six months aga. The
Net Future Business Confidence Score haz improved by 36% compared to 02 2024,

The report attributes this shift to factors such and
which reduced pessimism ameng busi

Sectoral Performance

. ¥ compared to

‘sector, which continues to struggle

« More have reduced their par and
traders.
Challenges & Economic Management
in business regarding the country’s

cveralf dircction. The report suggests that this uncertainty may be influcnced more by political
instability rather than cconomic mansgement.

When asked which gavernment handicd the cconomy better:

. am dited the rulng N
= 38% bolicved former Pnme Minister bette:
. 2™ affe the

The top concern for business owners remains inflation, with 30% of respondents citing it 3z the
most pressing lssuc the government needs to address.

Survey Methodology
Thes survey is the of Gallup Pakistan’
482 small. medium, 3 various
sectors.
N business ations has improved, over the broader cconomic and

poltical landscape continues to shape investor scntiment n Palostan.

ted with Gallup International
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Business confidence in Pakistan
increases, concerns about country’s
direction persist; Gallup survey

by Weib Dask Fobruary 17,206 nBsess OO0

Karachi: Pakistani gaining int ities in th v, but
despite this, = majority of the business community has expressed concern abou the direction of the
country.

According to the lstest survey. this perception of busineszes reflects the aversll political situaiian in the
country.

According o the fourth quarter repert of Gallup Pakistan's Business Corfidence Index 2024, 55% of
businesses say their business is currenty doing wel or very well. There kas been 3 10% improvement in
business percspéions in the fourth quarter of 2024 compared o the survey conducted about 6 months
ago.

According o the survey report, the number of businesses reporting the worst usiness condians has
decressed by 7%, When ranking the curent business situation, $he manufachiring sector has regained
less canfidence than the services and trade seciors, while businesses are mare opémistic about the fulure
and the confidence score has ncressed by 19% compared to the kst 6 manths:

In the fourth guarter, 60% af expressed pasitive Sons about the future, while 40% of
businesses expressed fears $iat business conditions will worsen in the future,

Net business canfidence increased by 38% in the fourth quarler compared to the second quarter.

According 1o the survey report, the dedine in inflaan, economic stability nd interest rate cuts are the
main reasons for the significant decrexse in busness pessimism. According to the Galup report, the tend
of the list feew quariers has been cansistently negative, but there has been some improvement in the
curent quarter.

Accarding 1o 41% of businesses in the survey, tie current Pakistan Musim Lesgue-Nawaz government
has handled the acanary better, while 33% of partiipants described the govesnment of former Prime
Minister kmran Khan as 3 better manager. Similarly, accoeding o 21% of participants, there is no
difference in the performance of the two gavernments.

According to the survey paricpants, the mast important problem is back-breaking inflation, which is
eroding the of 30% of want a sokution o this problem from the
gavernment. Overail, the survey sxid that all tiree Gallup Business Canfidence areas saw improvements
in the second guarter of 2024, reflecting opimism amang businesses.

It should be noted that $ie current survey i the 14th edition of the Business Canfidence survey. which
was canducted by Gallup Pakistan with 482 smat, medium and large businesses from more than 30
isricts of the country.
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Business Confidence in Economy
Rises, But Concerns Persist Over
Country’s Direction: Gallup Survey
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Pakistan’s businessmen are gaining confidence about the prospects of their businesses that
they believe are improving, shows a latest Gallup survey.

Homever, & majority of them st opine that the country is not heading in the right
direction, a percsption thal the survey report said may be reflective of the overall olitical
situation in Pakistan and less nked with economic management.

Accorting to the Gallup Pakistan Business Confidence Index Q8 2024 survey regort, 55%
businessmen think of their businesses daing very good or good these days.

This shows 10% increase in their perception over previous survey conducdted about six
months ago in Q2 2024. The fieldwork did not happen in Q3.

The number of businesses who used Lo rate themsalves as very bad has dedined by 7%.

The manufacturing sedtor seems to have recoverad less than the services and trade sector
when it comes to rating the current business situation, the report said.

About their Tuure, the business communRy i more opRimistic as their score has risen 19%
from six months ago. 60% businesses in Q4 survey showed positive expectations about
their future while 40% ses things to worsen,

The Net Future Business Confidence score has increased 36% since Q2 2024,

“Reduction in inflation, macro economic stability and interest rate cuts contribute to large
decreases in business pessimism,” according Lo the survey report. However, there still
remain gréy areas as the ‘direction of the country score’ remained in the red in Q4-2024
that means more businesses feel that Pakistan is moving in the wrong direction.
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The puriber of sudh businesses however have reduced 20% frem the previeus survey 2
the index has improvid from negative ceafidence te paor confidence a5 defined by the
Gallup in its methodalogy.

“Overall trend for the past few quarlers has baen consistently negative, however, Lhere has
been some imgrovement in the current quartes, * said the report,

Asken! wilich govemment managed the econony well, 41% of the businesses surveyed
named e ruling Pakistan Mussm wiile 38% rated of
Toemer Prirme Minister Irran Khan as better managers, Twenty-one percent saw no
difference in the performance of the two governments.

The backbreaking inflation, that eredes the purchasing powes of Consurmers, was ciled &
the mast mpartant problem 0% businessien welild want the gevermment ts sohve.

The puriber of businesses facing pewer outages declined as 6% surveyed said 'wa’
Inzdshecking hapgened in heir establishment on the day of the survey, while 440 replied
in aMfwmative. On quarterty basis, loadshedding decreased 17%.

“More service providing businesses than manufacturers and raders decreased their
workforce,  the survey resuits showe, Overall, the report said, & the three strands of
Gallup Business Confidence have seen an improvement since Q2 2024, showing there is
gromiing optimism in the business community.

This latest survey is the 14th edition of & quarterty Business Confidence Survey that Gallup
Pakistan conducted in more than 30 districts of the esuntry, surveying 482 small, medium
and large businesses.

The Business Confidence Index i an important barometer eapluring the sentiments of
business commwrity in ary eountry and used across the world By pelicy makers.
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Pakiztanz businessmen are gaining confidence about the prospects of their businesses that they belisve
are improving, shows a |atest survey.

Haowewer, a majority of them still cpine that the country is not heading in the right direction, 2 perception
that the survey report said may be reflective of the overall palitical situation in Pakistan and less linked
with economic management.

According to the Gallup Pakistan Business Confidence Index Q4 2024 survey report, 55% businessmen
think of their businezses doing very good or good these days.

This shows 10% increase in their perception over previous survey conducted about six months ago in 32
2024 The fiebdwork did not happen in Q3.

The number of businesses who used to rate themselves as very bad has declined by 7%.

The manufacturing sector sesms to have recovered less than the services and trade sector when it
comes to rating the current business situation, the report =aid.

About their future, the business community is maore optimistic as their score has risen 19% from sic
manths sgo. 50% businesses in 04 survey showed positive expectations about their future while 40% ses
things to worsen.

The Met Future Business Confidence score has incressed 36% since QF 2024,

“Reduction in inflation, macro economic stability and interest rate cuts contribute to large decreases in
barsiness pessimism,” according to the sunvey report. Howewer, there still remain grey areas as the
‘direction of the country score’ remained in the red in G4-2024 that means more businesses feel that
Paki=ztam is mowing in the wrong direction.

The nurmiber of such businesses however have reduced 20% from the previous survey as the index has
improwed from negative confidence to poor confidence as defined by the Gallup in its methodology.

“Crverzll trend for the past few quarters has besn consistently negative, however, there has been some
improwvement in the curment quarter, * said the repart.

Asked which government managed the economy well, 41% of the businesses surveyed named the ruling
Pakistan Muslim League-Mawaz while 38% rated the government of former Prime Minister Imran Khan as
better managers. Twenty-one percent saw no difference in the performance of the two governments.

The backoresking inflation, that erodes the purchasing power of consumers, was cited as the most
important protlem 30% businessmen would want the govermment to solve.

The numier of businesses facing power outages declined as 56% swveyed said 'no’ loadshedding
happened in their establishment on the day of the survey, while 44% replied in affimative. On quarterly
basis, lnadshedding decreased 174,

“More service providing businesses than manufacturers and traders decreased their workforce, * the
survey resufts showed. Overall, the report said, all the three strands of Gallup Business Confidence have
Seen an improvement since 02 2024, showing there is growing optimism in the business community.

This latest survey is the 14th edition of a quarterly Business Confidence Survey that Gallup Pakistan
conducted in more than 30 districts of the country, surveying 4382 small, medium and large businesses.

The Busines= Confidence Index is an impartant barometer capturing the sentiments of business
community in any country and used across the world by policy makers. -
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"More service providing businesses than manufacturers and traders decreased their

workforce, * the survey resulls showed. Overall, the report said, al the three strands of
Gallup Business Confidence have seen an irmprovement since Q2 2024, showing there is
growing oplirmism in the business community.

‘This latest survey is the 14th edition of a quarterty Business Confidence Survey thet Gallup
Pakistan conducied in more than 30 districts of the country, surveying 462 small, medium

and large businesses.

The Business Confidence Tndex is an important Barometer capturing the sentiments of
business commmurity in ary country and used across the world by pobcy makers. —

Affilic with Gallup International

Pakistan's Foremost Social Research Lab

Pakistar's businessmen are gaming confidence about the prospects of their businessss that
they believe are improving, shows a latest survey.

However, 3 majority of them <till opine that the country is nat heading in the right
direction, a perception thal the survey repart said may be reflective of the overall political
situation in Pakistan and bess Enked wilh econermic managenment.,

herording to the Gallup Pakistan Business Confidence Index G 2024 suney repart, 55%
businessmen think of their businesses. doing very good or good these days.

This shows 10% increase in their per\:'epum over pl‘ElliM Survey oonducted aboul six
manths ago in Q2 2024. The Nieldwork did not happen in Q3.

The nurmiber af blsineases who wed to rate therrealves 8 very bad has deined by 79,

The manulacturing secior seems o have recovered less than the services and rade sector
et it comes to rating the curent business situation, the report said.

About their future, the business community i mone oplimistic as their score has rigen 15%
from six months age. 50% businesses in Q4 survey showed positive expectations about.
thesir Muture while 40% see things (o worsen,

The Net Future Business Confidence score has increased 36% since Q2 2024,

"Raduction i inflation, marae economic stability and intarest rate cuts contribute o large
deragses in business pessimism,” according Lo the survey report. However, there still
remain grey areas as the "dnection of the country score’ remained in the red in Q4-2024
that means more businesses feel that Pakistan is moving in the wrong diredion.

The nurriber af such businesses however have reduced 20% frofm the previous survey as
the index has improved frofm negative oafidence 1o poor conflidence as defined by the
Gallug in its methodalogy.

“Owverall trend for the past few guarters has been consistently negative, howeves, there has
been some irmgrovement in the current guartes, ” said the report.

Asked which govermment managed the ecansry well, 41% of the Businesses surveyed
named the nuling Pakistan Muskim League-Nawaz while 380 rated the gavernment of
Former Prife Minster Tivan Khan &= better managers. Twenly-one percant aw o
difference in the performance of the two govemments.
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Web Link: https://urdu.brecorder.com/news/40270037?ref=whatsapp

SBP Purchasing Managers' Index

Walues = 50 indicate that Positive/Incroasing vievws are mare than Negative/Declining views
Walpe of 50 indicates that Positive Increasing views and Megative/ Declining views are equal,
Walues = 50 indicate that Positive/ Increasing views are less than the Negative! Declining views.
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Web Link: https://www.urdupoint.com/daily/livenews/2025-02-17/news-4335355.html
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Web Link: https://capitalnewspk.pk/hot-news/7511/
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Web Link: https://dailysubnews.com/news-234880/
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Web Link: https://urdu.bloompakistan.com/archives/28623
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Web Link: https://www.hareefdigital.com/17-Feb-2025/28039
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Web Link: https://publicpost.pk/archives/2572

Al

[ [ 4
m/._-lfrf;_ﬁ‘;i ,:"./.:rl?iy e {f fU'n}JPIdJLuch}bﬂ
Leor JJ%—*—:/ Jgdflr-’)g)ﬁ’t L= {_L}ﬂdlﬁ)ﬁ’ldw 4"_-6l:’d)iuﬂ,ﬂnﬂfgjublﬁﬂurﬁu% i’/
ALK

P rjusi_ul,
d__Lt'_,JJE}u(J{fJ:"JL-JJ‘ J/rmKuJJIJIL,JLJJ{Ju;’L-L-'/ "/:.aL'

il....a-’ il...-‘uv"l.fl.ulfg._ﬂufﬁ (_-l._,"'.!“'L,JL'JE‘.A-"'SJU--_-Z rf» " '*"’U"4u£4-|u .x-rE’u"/L, L,'L«—‘ L.....- s
Lf‘"’,aﬁ’lﬂuﬁ._-fft':_\_.l.ul:l ks L s eUf a»ﬁu/‘”u-.dvk-.ffj;‘_ "074 - r-‘:_‘,uﬁ

..:u,uULS‘JJ‘JJLJJE/nf"‘_LVI_LjMTUC: U’Jl,_,. .._,U.af*fwl.ub/L'* ,/r{_vl.”s'\jjl.'}bf;,f fwlfJ U?JL-_-«JJJL-J ~
ek e il ‘JLJJKU':L.JLLUW.J ...--}L.U’UlLf.J'hjl)K/'b'n.f/;" UCLL-‘L;J!?JL--#J@'JJ[ULJFHJ'L-J
_L.f!".IL-s"K,u“"lg rd L6 st Uhxrl;:vu-r Farl

u‘::_.JL;. u":w'#g. L_,.I'Jl-'lL,J'L -;Kw:m,l ._.J‘r“_l.-' Jbl’f{._.»bd .JHL"UI-L-I'LL-HJW“—-\JJJIJI ‘.'LJ.'{A.“J'&UU“ L,CLML,‘:?(J;__
dan.J JLrL'll{Lp.J_. ;.}".._J]A-_,r'._.rLJb.,_:.-Lui/

et 336 U e A L S S &

ﬁ.;‘::f'.r "UVL._,.-J’.:UJ" el rrf ‘r\_fu’ l..,_:uLJJb/L_, L u"u/-’.z-f"if“;" |JL« Juﬁggf}j .._*~J.;'J(_Jf
dggu_:l/‘}whu:u,m;fr”rpu"u GEAK Ul

Jvf_fxﬁzsf.,}i;.uw Hb/-“-.:_ﬂ;._xﬁufw LA L £ st Sibefadal g1
g ‘)g!ﬁg;x.«ti’f._;r‘ﬁum "lb».ﬁfxw"’luﬁjldL ;l};’“*’j._,x,vuuwur; s

f_bupl.(&f ’f_uf:G(_Jf'fugLuE'Aﬁ’H}df_v/r‘)»f’.:- S~ JH!’.’_.L}{F’JJJ/‘.L”;'LUFJUVH__{/(_J
U-.L,'JJT‘TL,.)LUE’}’LL, = """VCL, ».m,_,. A0 7024;,--;_,""".,_)!"':’..qu"'( __.,L' '/LL-' |.n| L_,--.{_.J ﬂ‘_.r‘f'*g’nj "5.;,_;_‘
~¢-v {"Ll'-"-"‘l

.a-l._w.a~:Eﬁ482;uwlxij_3ﬂ¢_#gquL....ﬂ BT -umfum»&, f(_.'f*!f“J/LJff"

A

AL i Sha 2 e

GALLUP

PAKISTAN

Pakistan’s Foremost Social Research Lab



Web Link: https://epaper.dailymumtaz.com/story/27157
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