
 
In a world of global competition, the US and China are tied as superpowers  

with opinion divided on Russia 

 

We may only be days into the Trump Presidency but the findings from our global survey 
of 36 countries reveal that citizens see two superpowers, the US and China, significantly 
ahead of Russia.   

When asked whether they consider the US to be a superpower in 2030, 61% say yes while 
24% say no.   Interestingly in our survey of Chinese adults, 60% agree that the US will be 
a superpower while the Russia population is a lot more cynical on the role of the US (only 
24% see the US as a super power in the future).    

Across all 36 countries, 63% agree that China will be a superpower by 2030, with 97% of 
respondents in China agreeing and 54% of Americans accepting the fact that China will 
remain a superpower by 2030. 

It is perhaps Russia which is most interesting in that opinion is evenly divided. Despite 
President Putin increasing Russia’s footprint across much of the world and building 
deeper relationships with non-Western blocs such beyond the EU/US, 42% of all 
countries surveyed accept that they will remain a superpower by 2030, while 41% saying 
they will not.    Italians (at 75%) are most convinced Russia will remain a superpower by 
2030 (more so than Russians themselves with 66% agreeing). 

Beyond these three countries there is nobody else competing seriously – even the 
potential might of the EU bloc is questioned with only 32% saying they will be a 
superpower, 48% saying they will not.  In arguably the most powerful country in Europe, 
Germans do not think the EU will be a superpower by 2030 (24% say they will, 60% say 
they will not). 



 

 

 

The Impact of US foreign policy 

Looking a little deeper at attitudes towards US foreign policy specifically and whether or 
not our sample of N=36,311 adults see this as having a positive or negative effect on their 
country, overall, the pendulum is tipped slightly to a negative impact (36%) rather than a 
positive impact (30%). It is no surprise to see that Iran (64% negative impact) and Russia 
(58%) view US foreign policy most negatively. Additionally, there are many explanations 
as to why results from Kosovo (71% positive impact), Philippines (60%) and Ukraine (51%) 
are most positive towards US foreign policy in their country.  



 

 

Gallup International asked the same question twenty years ago. The countries showing 
the largest increases in perceptions of favourability towards the impact of US foreign 
policy on their country include Ukraine (+36% over twenty years), India (+26%), Argentina 
(+26%), Malaysia (+17%) and Poland (+17%). Conversely, those countries where 
attitudes have deteriorated the strongest are Bulgaria (-22% over twenty years), Georgia 
(-18%) and Austria (-13%). 

Michael Nitsche, President of Gallup International comments: Two global 
superpowers continue to dominate the competitive space, while opinions are lot more 
divided on Russia. President Trump undoubtedly would like to see the US a lot further 
ahead in this fight for global supremacy and may take the fight on a lot more to his 
competitors.  

 
  



 
Note to Editors: - 

Sample Size and Mode of Field Work: 

A total of 36,832 persons were interviewed globally. In each country a representative 
sample of around 1000 men and women was interviewed during October-December 
2024 either face to face, via telephone or online.  The margin of error for the survey is 
between ±3-5% at 95% confidence level. 

About Gallup International 

Gallup International Association (GIA) is the leading global independent association in 
market research and opinion polling. For over 75 years Gallup International members 
have demonstrated their expert ability to conduct multi-country surveys on a comparable 
basis and deliver the highest quality. Our more than 100 members and partners are 
leading national institutes with a profound local knowledge of research methods and 
techniques, statistical sources, customs and culture differences of its own country and 
carefully selected by the Association Board. With only one member agency per country, 
members work together on a daily basis to share knowledge, new research techniques 
and tools, as well as to provide the most appropriate solutions to international research 
projects and service our clients to the best of our abilities. 

 For more information: 

Michael Nitsche (Vienna) +43664 1230060 

Bilal Gilani (Islamabad) +92 302 8554656 

Kancho Stoychev (in Sofia), +359 88 8611025 

Johnny Heald (in London), +44 7973 600308 

Dr Munqith Dagher (in Baghdad) +962 7 9967 2229 

Antonio Asencio Guillen (in Madrid) +34 608191334 

Torbjorn Sjostrom (Stockholm) +4672 0700200 

Ani Lortkipanidze (Tbilisi) ++995 591 033311 

For further details see website: www.gallup-international.com 

 

Disclaimer: Gallup International Association or its members are not related to Gallup Inc., headquartered 
in Washington D.C. which is no longer a member of Gallup International Association. Gallup International 
Association does not accept responsibility for opinion polling other than its own. We require that our 
surveys be credited fully as Gallup International (not Gallup). 

http://www.gallup-international.com/

