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More people view immigration negatively than those who view it positively 

 
 

Over the course of the last decade and half there has been a fall in the number of people globally who 
feel that immigration is a good thing.   In 2011, one in three (34%) could see the positives of immigration; 
now in 2025 this number has fallen to 30%. Indeed today, there are more people who think the effects 
are bad (35%) than good (30%).  

Our Gallup International poll interviewed more than 44,000 adults throughout 43 countries around the 
world. 

Those surveyed in the Philippines and Saudi Arabia were most positive towards immigration while those 
in Iraq, Peru and Serbia were most negative towards it. Regionally those in South Asia, Latin America 
and Eastern Europe were most negative. Between 2011 and 2024 , Peru , South Korea and India saw 
greatest decline in positive feeling about immigration.   

But what impact might this be having on tolerance and in this case, specifically ethnic tolerance.   Our 
survey asked people whether they “In general, can trust people from their ethnic group more than they 
can trust people from other ethnic groups in their country”    The change seen here over twenty years is 
less profound; in 2004 56% of those surveyed agreed with the statement, while in 2024 it was 54% 
(although we are less sure than we were as the number strongly agreeing with the statement fell from 
28% to 21% over these two decades).   Evidence of an increasingly divided society in America helps to 
explain perhaps why they remain one of the least trusting of people from other ethnic groups – 56% say 
they cant trust them, against 28% who say they can.   And more broadly, trust among those in higher 
income countries is significantly lower than trust among those living in lower and middle income 
countries.  

Michael Nitsche, President of Gallup International comments: “Immigration has been a hot topic 
over the last two decades and had significant media attention.   Conflicts in the Middle East, Africa and 
Asia have caused many to emigrate in search of a better life.  However, our survey reveals more people 
view immigration negatively than positively across the world.  Countries such as the United States, 
Saudi Arabia and Germany host significant numbers of immigrants, many contributing to their 
economies.   Yet in all these three countries more people view immigration positively than negatively. 
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Note to Editors:- 

Sample Size and Mode of Field Work: 

A total of 46,195persons were interviewed globally. In each country a representative sample of around 
1000 men and women was interviewed during October-February 2025 either face to face, via telephone 
or online.  The margin of error for the survey is between ±3-5% at 95% confidence level. 

About Gallup International 

Gallup International Association (GIA) is the leading global independent association in market research 
and opinion polling.  

 For over 75 years Gallup International members have demonstrated their expert ability to conduct 
multi-country surveys on a comparable basis and deliver the highest quality. Our more than 100 
members and partners are leading national institutes with a profound local knowledge of research 
methods and techniques, statistical sources, customs and culture differences of its own country and 
carefully selected by the Association Board. With only one member agency per country, members work 
together on a daily basis to share knowledge, new research techniques and tools, as well as to provide 
the most appropriate solutions to international research projects and service our clients to the best of 
our abilities. 

 For more information: 

Michael Nitsche (in Vienna) +43664 1230060 

Bilal Gilani (in Islamabad)   +92 302 8554656 

Kancho Stoychev (in Sofia), +359 88 8611025 

Johnny Heald (in London), +44 7973 600308 

Dr Munqith Dagher (in Baghdad) +962 7 9967 2229 

Torbjorn Sjostrom (Stockholm) +4672 0700200 

Ani Lortkipanidze (Tbilisi) +995 591 033311 

For further details see website: www.gallup-international.com 
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