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Pakistan Handles Over 22.6 Million International Passenger Movements in 

2025 — 86% Through Air Travel 

 
(Islamabad), 12th May, 2026 
 

Pakistan recorded more than 22.6 million international passenger movements in 2025, highlighting the 

continued dominance of air travel in the country’s cross-border mobility patterns. Analysis from Gallup 

Pakistan Digital Analytics, based on FIA passenger movement data, shows that the overwhelming 

majority of international travel occurred through aviation channels. Approximately 19.45 million 

passengers traveled by air, accounting for nearly 86% of all international passenger movements recorded 

during the year. 

 

Land routes, while substantially smaller in comparison, still handled a significant volume of regional 

movement. Around 3.04 million passengers crossed Pakistan’s international borders through land routes, 

reflecting continued mobility with neighboring countries and regional connectivity patterns. Sea travel, 

by contrast, remained extremely limited. Total passenger movement through sea routes stood at 

approximately 166,000 passengers, representing less than 1% of total international traffic.  

 

The data also provides insight into who is traveling. Pakistan recorded approximately 11.10 million 

arrivals during 2025, including 8.81 million Pakistani nationals and 2.30 million foreign nationals. 

Departures were slightly higher, reaching 11.55 million, including 9.31 million Pakistani nationals and 

2.25 million foreign nationals. One notable pattern in the data is that Pakistan recorded more departures 

than arrivals during the year, particularly among Pakistani citizens. This imbalance may reflect labor 

migration, overseas employment mobility, religious travel, business travel, or broader international 

movement trends among Pakistanis. The broader picture is clear: despite discussions around regional 

connectivity and maritime transport, Pakistan’s international mobility system remains overwhelmingly 

aviation-driven, with airports continuing to serve as the country’s primary gateway to the world. 

 

 

 
 

Source: Gallup & Gilani Pakistan  
(www.gallup-international.com; www.gallup.com.pk, www.gilanifoundation.com) 

 

This analysis was conducted and released by Gallup & Gilani Pakistan, the Pakistani affiliate of Gallup 

International. It draws on international passenger movement data compiled from FIA records for 2025, 

covering arrivals and departures through air, land, and sea routes. 
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Gilani Research Foundation is a not-for-profit public service project to provide 

social science research to students, academia, policymakers, and concerned 
citizens in Pakistan and across the globe.  

 
 

Gilani Research Foundation is headed by Dr. Ijaz Shafi Gilani who pioneered the field 
of opinion polling in Pakistan and established Gallup Pakistan in 1980. Currently, Dr. 
Gilani, who holds a Ph.D. from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) and has 
taught at leading universities in Pakistan and abroad, is Chairman of Gallup Pakistan. 

 
If you have any further questions regarding this poll, please feel free to contact us.  

 
Best Regards,  
Gallup Pakistan  

 
 

Disclaimer: Gallup Pakistan is not related to Gallup Inc. headquartered in Washington 
D.C. USA. We require that our surveys be credited fully as Gallup Pakistan (not Gallup 
or Gallup Poll). We disclaim any responsibility for surveys pertaining to Pakistani public 
opinion except those carried out by Gallup Pakistan, the Pakistani affiliate of 
Gallup International Association.  

 
For more details about the Gallup International Association and to stay connected, 
please visit: 
 

     Official Website: www.gallup-international.com 

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/gallup_international 

Facebook:https://www.facebook.com/people/Gallup-International-Association/100089179655116/ 

• LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/gallup-international-association 
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