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Pakistan's university enrolment has entered a period of decline after a decade of rapid expansion. 

 

According to data from the Pakistan Economic Survey 2025, total university enrolment peaked at 2.23 

million students in 2020–21. By 2024–25 (estimated), enrolment had fallen to 1.96 million, representing 

a loss of approximately 262,000 students and a decline of 11.8% from the peak. 

 

The decline follows a prolonged growth phase. University enrolment increased steadily from 1.30 million 

in 2014–15 to 2.23 million by 2020–21, driven by expansion in higher education capacity, new campuses, 

and increased access to university education. Over this period, enrolment grew by more than 900,000 

students. 

 

The trend has since reversed. After reaching its peak, enrolment fell to 1.94 million in 2022–23, before 

recovering only marginally to an estimated 1.96 million in 2024–25. Despite this stabilization, enrolment 

remains substantially below its peak level. 

 

The decline coincides with a period marked by economic uncertainty, high inflation, rising education 

costs, currency depreciation, and increased outward migration. While Pakistan spent much of the last 

decade expanding access to higher education, the emerging challenge may no longer be capacity alone, 

but sustaining student participation and ensuring attractive opportunities for graduates. 

 

The data suggest that the policy debate is shifting from how many university seats exist to how effectively 

higher education connects students with economic opportunity. 

 

 

 
 

Source: Gallup & Gilani Pakistan  
(www.gallup-international.com; www.gallup.com.pk, www.gilanifoundation.com) 

 

This analysis was conducted and released by Gallup & Gilani Pakistan, the Pakistani affiliate of Gallup 

International. It draws on higher education enrolment data published in the Pakistan Economic Survey 2025 

(Chapter 10: Education), covering university enrolment trends from 2014–15 to 2024–25 (estimated). 
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Gilani Research Foundation is a not-for-profit public service project to provide 
social science research to students, academia, policymakers, and concerned 

citizens in Pakistan and across the globe.  
 

 
Gilani Research Foundation is headed by Dr. Ijaz Shafi Gilani who pioneered the field 
of opinion polling in Pakistan and established Gallup Pakistan in 1980. Currently, Dr. 
Gilani, who holds a Ph.D. from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) and has 
taught at leading universities in Pakistan and abroad, is Chairman of Gallup Pakistan. 

 
If you have any further questions regarding this poll, please feel free to contact us.  

 
Best Regards,  
Gallup Pakistan  

 

 
Disclaimer: Gallup Pakistan is not related to Gallup Inc. headquartered in Washington 
D.C. USA. We require that our surveys be credited fully as Gallup Pakistan (not Gallup 
or Gallup Poll). We disclaim any responsibility for surveys pertaining to Pakistani public 
opinion except those carried out by Gallup Pakistan, the Pakistani affiliate of 
Gallup International Association.  
 
For more details about the Gallup International Association and to stay connected, 
please visit: 
 

     Official Website: www.gallup-international.com 

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/gallup_international 

Facebook:https://www.facebook.com/people/Gallup-International-Association/100089179655116/ 

• LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/gallup-international-association 
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