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University Degree, Longer Job Queue? Graduate Unemployment Peaks at 33% 

Among Young Graduates in Pakistan 

 
(Islamabad), 11th August 2026 
 

A university degree is expected to open doors to employment. But in Pakistan, it often means joining a 

longer queue before finding work. 

 

Analysis by Gallup Pakistan Digital Analytics of the Pakistan Labour Force Survey 2024–25 shows that 

unemployment among graduates is 18.3%, higher than the national unemployment rate of 14.7% across 

all education levels. 

 

The challenge is particularly acute for young graduates. 

 

Among graduates aged 20–24, unemployment stands at 32.8%—almost one in three. The rate gradually 

declines with age, falling to 24.8% among those aged 25–29, 15.3% among 30–34-year-olds, and 5.3% 

among those aged 40–44. 

 

This suggests that graduate unemployment is often a waiting period rather than permanent exclusion 

from the labour market. Many graduates eventually find work, but only after spending several years 

searching, waiting, or accepting jobs below their qualifications. 

 

The experience is even more difficult for women. 

 

Among graduates aged 20–24, 42.3% of women in the labour force are unemployed, compared with 

26.1% of men. The gap widens further among those aged 25–29, where 45.2% of female graduates are 

unemployed versus 14.9% of males. Even at ages 30–34, female graduate unemployment remains 36.1%, 

compared with 7.9% for men. 

 

The findings suggest that Pakistan's challenge is not simply producing more graduates. It is creating 

enough high-quality jobs to absorb them—and addressing the structural barriers that keep educated 

women waiting far longer than men for employment. 

 

A university degree should be a bridge into productive work. For many young Pakistanis, it has instead 

become the start of an extended job search. 
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Source: Gallup & Gilani Pakistan  

(www.gallup-international.com; www.gallup.com.pk, www.gilanifoundation.com) 

 

This analysis was conducted by Gallup Pakistan Digital Analytics using microdata from the Pakistan Labour 

Force Survey 2024–25, conducted by the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS). The analysis examines 

unemployment among university graduates by age and gender to understand labour market outcomes for 

educated Pakistanis. 

http://www.gallup-international.com/
http://www.gallup.com.pk/
http://www.gilanifoundation.com/
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Gilani Research Foundation is a not-for-profit public service project to provide 

social science research to students, academia, policymakers, and concerned 
citizens in Pakistan and across the globe.  

 
 

Gilani Research Foundation is headed by Dr. Ijaz Shafi Gilani who pioneered the field 
of opinion polling in Pakistan and established Gallup Pakistan in 1980. Currently, Dr. 
Gilani, who holds a Ph.D. from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) and has 
taught at leading universities in Pakistan and abroad, is Chairman of Gallup Pakistan. 

 
If you have any further questions regarding this poll, please feel free to contact us.  

 
Best Regards,  
Gallup Pakistan  

 
 

Disclaimer: Gallup Pakistan is not related to Gallup Inc. headquartered in Washington 
D.C. USA. We require that our surveys be credited fully as Gallup Pakistan (not Gallup 
or Gallup Poll). We disclaim any responsibility for surveys pertaining to Pakistani public 
opinion except those carried out by Gallup Pakistan, the Pakistani affiliate of 
Gallup International Association.  

 
For more details about the Gallup International Association and to stay connected, 
please visit: 
 

     Official Website: www.gallup-international.com 

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/gallup_international 

Facebook:https://www.facebook.com/people/Gallup-International-Association/100089179655116/ 

• LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/gallup-international-association 
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